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THE COMMISSION OF ENQUIRY.

The Commission of Enquiry was appointed on the
7th August, 1914, by the Mmister of Justice, M. Cabton
DE WiART, in the following terms :

—
" Numerous violations of the rules of international

law and the obHgations of humanity have been committed
by the invaders.

" They cannot be left without protest. They must
be exposed to the reprobation of the civilised world.

" A Committee has been appointed with this object.
" It proposes to collect, digest and examine in the

most careful and impartial manner all the facts which
come to its notice.

" The authorities, both civU and military, and private

individuals are invited to communicate to it offences

against international law together with all circumstances

tending to establish their authenticity."

—

Moniteur beige,

8th August, 1914.

The First Section of the Commission was nominated
at Brussels, as follows :

—

President.

M. Van Isegbm, President of the Court of Cassation.

Members.

M. Cattieb, Professor at Brussels University.

M. Nys, Counsellor at the Court of Appeal, Brussels,

Professor of Public International Law at Brussels

University.

M. Vebhaegen, ' Counsellor at the Court of Appeal,

Brussels.

M. WoDON, Professor at Brussels University.

Secretary.

M. Gillaed, Director, Ministry of Justice.

(b35) a 3



The Second Section was nominated at Antwerp in

consequence of the removal of the Belgian Government
to that city.

—

Moniteur beige, 23rd August, 1914, as

follows :
—

President.

M. CooBEMAN, Minister of State, formerly President of

the House of Representatives.

Members.

M. THE Count Goblet d'Alviella, Minister of State,.

Vice-President of the Senate.

M. Ryokmans, Senator.

M. Stbatjss, Sheriff (Echevin) of the City of Antwerp.

M. VAN CuTSEM, Honorary President of the Court of

First Instance at Antwerp.

Secretaries.

M. the Chevalier Ebnst de Bunswyck, Head of Depart-
ment, Ministry of Justice.

M. Obts, Counsellor of Legation of H.M. the King of tha
Belgians.

The Second Section of the Commission appointed a
Delegacy charged with the duty of making enquiries

among the numerous Belgian refugees in England.

This Delegacy was composed of :

—

President.

Sir Mackenzie Chalmees, K.C.B., formerly Under-
Secretary at the Home Office ; former Member of

the Council of India.

Members.

M. db Caetiek de Maechienne, Envoy Extraordinary
and Minister Plenipotentiary of H.M. the King of:

the Belgians.

M. Henbi Laeontaine, Senator.

M. Henbi Davignon, LL.D., Secretary. .

The depositions upon which the Commission of

Enquiry has based its reports wiUbe published as soon as
names can be published without risk to the witnesses.
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THIRTEENTH REPORT.*

Illegal requisition of stud horses.— Seizure of
RAW materials AND MANUFACTURED GOODS. REQUI-
sition of factories and removal of machinery.—

Felling of trees.

Le Havre, April 10th,' 1915.

To Monsieur CARTON de WIABT, Minister of Justice.

Monsietir le Ministre,

Our preceding Reports have made known to you the

attacks upon persons and property initiated by the

German armies as soon as they had entered Belgium.

It is obvious that the thefts and piUage committed
by them could not have been carried out without the

comphcity of the German authorities. It is notorious

that at Louvain, Aerschot, Dinant, Mechlin, and Termonde,
among^ other places, furniture taken from private houses

was loaded upon military waggons and sent off to

Germany.
This violent system of expropriation was succeeded in

all the occupied portion of Belgian territory by a poUcy
of spohation, organised by the German authorities, the

* The twelve preceding reports were published in the first volume.

To be purchased, either directly or through any bookseller, from

Wyman and Sons, Ltd., 29, Breams Buildings, Fetter Lane, E.C., and

54, St. Mary Street, Cardiff; or H.M. Stationery. Office (Scottish

Branch), 23, Forth Street, Edinburgh; or E. Ponsonby, Ltd., 116,

Grafton Street, Dublin ; or from the Agencies in the British Colonies

and Dependencies, the United States of America and other Foreign

Countries, of T. Fisher Unwin, Ltd., London, W.C. Price Sixpence.
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inauguration of which was announced by an official

order issued by the German Headquarters Staff on
August 27th, 1914 :—

" The Landsturm will be called out to secure the lines

of communication and for the supervision of Belgium.
-The country, placed under German administration, will

have to provide for military requirements of aU kinds,

in order to afford relief to Oerman territory."

Disguised under the name of requisitions, this expro-
priation is no less contrary to the rules of International

Law than the attacks of the German armies on private

property. It constitutes a flagrant violation of Articles

23 (g.), 46 and 52 of the regulations concerning the laws

and customs of war on land, annexed to the Fourth Hague
Convention. Moreover, it ignores the engagements
entered into in Belgium by the German authorities

themselves. These authorities at the time when they
imposed upon the Belgian provinces a heavy war
contribution of 40 miUion francs per month, after the
enormous requisitions, impositions and fines of every
kind to which the Communes and Belgian citizens were
subjected, found themselves compelled to put an end to

the system which they had hitherto adopted.
Belgian agriculture, manufactures and commerce have

aU suffered equally. The products of national horse and
cattle rearing, raw materials, manufactured goods and
industrial machinery have been seized and carried off to

Germany in defiance of the law.

I.

—

^Illegal Requisition of Stallions, Mares
AND Foals.

The Belgian stock of draught horses has always been
famous. In the last 20 years the breeders, encouraged
and supported by the Government, have succeeded in
bringing the stock of these horses to such a degree of

perfection that this branch of national activity had
become an important source of wealth. Most of the
Continental countries came to Belgium for their supplies
of draught horses. Germany was one of the best customers
for draught horses reared in Belgium. She imported every
year from Belgium horses to the value of more than
24 miUion francs.

Scarcely had war broken out when the Imperial
authorities, carrying out a plan carefully studied and
matured long beforehand, set to work to ruin Belgian
horse-breeding for the benefit of Germany. The best
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Belgian stallions were carried off by force, without
payment or on payment of totally inadequate sums,
and were sold to German agriculturists through the
intermediary of the Minister of Agriculture and the
Agricultural Societies. The methods adopted by the
German authorities in their campaign against Belgian
horse-breeding have been altered several times during
the seven months that have elapsed since the invasion
of the country.

Period of the Invasion.

During the period of the invasion, which includes the
month of August and the beginning of September, the
troops, in their passage through the country, carried off an
immense number of stud horses. In the great majority
of cases they presented no requisition vouchers. In
certain cases they gave receipts for a smaU proportion of

the horses actually taken. Very often these receipts were
irregular ; some bear neither stamp nor signature, neither

a description of the horse nor its estimated value. When
a price was fixed it was always lower than the real value

of the horse taken. In some cases soldiers and officers,

taking advantage of the fact that the population knew
no German, added insult and mockery to spoHation : a

farmer, from whom two horses had been taken, received

a receipt for two rabbits ; another an order for a good
thrashing ; other orders were made out as payable in

Paris or by the French Repubhc.
During this same period the German mania for destruc-

tion and delight in. bloodshed and suffering was extended

even to animals. In a certain place in Limburg the

Germans burnt astaUion, worth 50,000 francs, in his stable,

and forced the superintendent of the farm, his wife and
his children to look on at 'this spectacle, kneeling on the

grotmd and holding up their hands. In other places

officers and soldiers amused themselves by shooting down
horses in the meadows with rifles and revolvers, or spearing

valuable foals with bayonets and lances.

The soldiers were often accompanied in their raids by
specialists, who pointed out the best horses. In some
farms the officers asked for the horses they wished to

take by their names, referring to extracts from the

Herd boek (stud book).

The horses stolen during this first period were, in some
cases, immediately used as draught horses. Mares in foal

and colts were generally despatched to Germany.
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Period of Illegal Requisition.

About the beginning of October the BerKn Ministry
of Agriculture sent competent officials into Belgium, who,
aided by the military authorities, instituted a cleverly

organised system of spohation to be appHed to stud
horses.

Notices were posted up in the villages {see Annex I.)

announcing that the Committee for the purchase of horses
would hold a meeting on a given date in a certain place.

All harness and saddle horses and all yearlings were ta
be brought before the Committee. The notice concluded
with a threat to recalcitrant farmers : their horses would
be confiscated. Certain notices added that, in case of

non-compliance, communes would be subjected to a fine

of 10,000 francs and owner to a fine of 500 francs.

Requisitions of this kind took place notably at Lessines,

on October 5th, 1914 ; at Binche, on October 9th ; at

Lens, on October 13th ; at Chievres, on October 16th ,

at Gembloux, on October 27th ; at Thuilhes, on Novem-
ber 9th ; and at Nivelles, on November 27th.

This list is by no means exhaustive. The system was-

applied impartially in the Flemish and the Walloon
provinces.

The best stud horses, more especially mares and foals^

were retained by the German officials without any dis-

cussion of prices ; the owners were given a voucher for

a sum amounting perhaps to the half, the third, or, in

some cases, the quarter of the actual value of the animal
requisitioned. In many cases no sum was mentioned in

the voucher. These vouchers were often issued in the-

name of the Minister of Agriculture at BerKn. Such is

the system of spoliation which the German authorities-

disguise under the name of sales for ready money.

The horses are taken to Germany and sold under the
auspices of the Ministry of Agriculture {see Annex II.),

by Agricultural Associations (Annex III.), or by private-

persons (Annex IV.). The sales are advertised in the
newspapers.

It is scarcely necessary to point out that such proceed-
ings constitute so many violations of the most firmly

established principles of International Law. Not only are
the private interests of Belgian agriculturists attacked, for
their horses are not paid for in cash and are valued at
absurdly low prices, while all the requirements of agri-

culture and of breeding are ignored ; but, further, the-
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requisitions are not for any military purpose : they are
carried out upon the* order and under the direction of

the civil functionaries of the Ministry of Agriculture.
In the case in point, the proceecUngs of Germany are

acts of dishonest commercial competition, based on
violence. Should this pohcy be continued, not only will

Germany no longer depend upon the Belgian horse-
breeders, but in future Belgium will have to buy her
horses in Germany.

Period of Pressure.

Of late the Germans, steadily carrying their plans into

execution, have had recourse to a third method, less

•violent but no less dishonest, to obtain the Belgian stud
horses which they covet. The authorities have decreed
that certain horse fairs should be held. A German dealer,

known as a large purchaser of Belgian horses, writes to
breeders, begging them to bring in first-class animals,
promising that no pressure shall be put upon them to
sell, and that they will be at hberty to refuse any offers

they may deem insufficient. He adds the final piece of

-advice, that it would be wise to take advantage of this

opportunity to avoid contingencies that may arise in the
future.

We may point out that the only foreign purchasers
allowed to attend the fairs are Germans ; that they
accordingly escape the rise in prices due to competition

;

that agriculturists, ruined by the war, are in urgent need
-of money, and that the methods of intimidation employed
and the fear of violence hamper tiiem in the defence of

their rights and interests. The fairs instituted by the

German authorities, far from serving the interests of

Jbreeders, are merely a device to rob them amicably.

DOCUMENTS.
Annex I.

General Depot for Horses.

The Committee for the purchase of horses will sit on Monday,
^November 3rd, at 3 o'clock (4 o'clock German time), at the Grand,'

Place, Thuillies.

AU harness and saddle horses, as well as yearling foals, must be

^brought before the Committee.
Harness horses must be, if possible, provided with their working har-

ness. Purchases will be paid in ready money and without any rebate.

For the German General Government,
The Officer in Charge of the Central Depot for Horses.

Any persons neglecting to bring their horses to the Committee
will be liable to have their stock requisitioned without indemnity.
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Annex II.

Deutsche Tageszeitung (No. 57, February 2nd, 1915).

Belgian Foals.

More than 60 head of horse, directly imported from Belgium,

between the ages of two and three years, including six stallions, will

be sold to the highest bidders on Tuesday, 2nd February, at 10 o'clock

in the morning, at the Magervichhof, by order of the Minister of

Agriculture, Domains and Forests.

No purchases can be made by others than the farmers of the various

districts of the country who can prove themselves to be such by an
official document.
The sale will take place in the open air.

The horses can be examined from the early hours of the morning.

It is requested that men may be sent to take immediate delivery of

the horses purchased.
ViEHCENTRALE MAGERVICHHOF,

Friedrichsfelde, Berlin.

Annex III.

Kdlnische Zeitung (No. of October 13th, 1914), reproduced from the

Dutch newspaper Het Paard (No. 47) on Friday,

September 20th, 1914.

Sale of Belgian Horses and Mares, Booty of War.

A sale wUl be held on Thursday, 15th October, at 10 o'clock in the

morning, and on Friday, 16th October, at 9 o'clock, on the grounds of

the slaughter-house of Cologne, on behalf of the Chamber of Agri-

culture, with the assistance of the Central Horse Rearing Society of

the Rhine.

A war booty of 260 horses will be offered for sale, and 54 mares
between the ages of four and five years, most of them in foal. .(Friday

afternoon, at 1 o'clock.)

Horses taken as booty of war can only be bought for the farming
of the Rhenish provinces or adjacent provinces. The purchasers must
produce an official certificate proving the fulfilment of this condition,

and sign a contract undertaking to employ their horses entirely for

the purposes of agricultural development. The brood mares retained
for the Chamber of Agriculture, can only be purchased by farmers of

the Rhenish provinces, who must undertake in writing to employ them
for at least three years for breeding purposes.

The conditions of sale will be read at the opening. The sale will

take place without guarantee, and the purchase money must be paid
in cash. Admission to the grounds in which the sale will take place
is reserved exclusively for persons holding an official certificate showing
that they are farmers.

Annex IV.

Extract from the Berliner Tageblatt.

Over 1 00 stallions, draught horses of Belgian strain, are expected by
Joseph Wallaert, 2, Station Road, where they will be ofiered for sale.

The Deutsche Tageszeitung, of February 2Ist, 1915, finally adver-
tises a sale of high-class Belgian foals at the Viehcentrale, Friedrichs-
felde, near Berlin.

Only farmers from any part of the Empire holding an oflacial certifi-

cate showing them to be agriculturists may bid at this sale. -



OF THE BIGHTS OF NATIONS IN BELGHJM. 13

II.

—

Seizure of Raw Materials and
Manufactured Goods.

Throughout the country raw materials and manufac-
tured goods have been seized and transported to Germany,
regardless of everything but the advancement of German
industries.

M. Castelein, acting President of the Antwerp
Chamber of Commerce, sets forth the gravity of the situa-

tion in the City of Antwerp alone in a report to the
Inter-communal Committee, dated March 18th :

—

The importance of these requisitions (he writes) shows plainly that
the result aimed at is the depletion of all our stocks and reserves,
which wiU entail the emptiness of our shops and warehouses and
enforced stagnation in numerous industries. We are therefore far

indeed from that economic recovery we were led to hope for, notably
in the interest of the working classes, and in view of the re-estabhsh-
ment of wages.

Notices of a semi-official character which have been in circulation
for some months past have indicated by enormous figures, amounting
to himdreds of milHons, the extent of the huge requisitions to be
levied in Antwerp. The figures seemed to most of us fantastic. But
at present we should hardly venture to pronounce them improbable.
Be this as it may, I thought it my duty to undertake an enquiry in

order to get at least a relatively precise idea of the situation. I was
soon obliged to recognise, however, that such an attempt was bound
to be £ -^ rrficial and incomplete by reason of the extension of requisi-

tions in every domain, notably in every branch of industry where
they have been levied both upon raw materials and manufactured
goods, to say nothing of factories, of which even the plant has been
requisitioned, others where it has been taken away and sent abroad,
worskhops which have been requisitioned as a whole, &c. Thus the

extent and variety of wholesale requisitions must inevitably baffie any
investigator who lacks the support of an official organisation. I may
add that enquiry is rendered particularly difficult, and, in fact, often

impossible, by the number of interested persons still absent from
Antwerp whose evidence would be indispensable in the drawing up
of exact data.

In order, therefore, gentlemen, to form an opinion as to the formidable

sum of the wholesale requisitions carried out in Antw.erp we must rely

not so much upon mathematically exact statistics (impossible to obtain

at present) as upon the immediate and patent fact that these requisi-

tions have embraced almost every variety of the commodities, materials

and products which engage our commercial and industrial activity.

It must further be noted that relatively imported stocks which have

not been absorbed by requisition are held up by absolute prohibition

to their owners to dispose of them in any way whatever, either by
realising them or by delivering them when they had already been

sold.

The President of the Chamber of Commerce, taking

the above statements into account, has drawn up the
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following table of a certain number of commodities

seized at Antwerp :

—

Francs.

Grain ------ 18.000,000

Linseed------ 2,450,000

Oil Cakes ----- 5,000,000

Nitrates _ _ _ _ - 4,000,000

Animal and Vegetable Oils - - 6,000,000

Petrol and Mineral Oils - - - 3,000,000

Cotton Stuffs----- 1,300,000

India-rubber ----- 10,000,000

Leather Goods imported from Abroad - 20,000,000

Hair ------ 1,150,000

Ivory ------ 451,000

Wood ------ 500,000

Cocoa ------ 2,000,000

Wines ------ 1,100,000

Rice ------ 2,000,000

Coffee ------ 275,000

Further, the whole stock of coffee, representing a

"vralue of 50 to 65 million of francs, is held up by the

German authorities.

The greater part of the merchandise seized was
Temoved and transported to Germany without any assess-

m,ent. Part of it was carried away in motor vehicles

"without any vouchers being given of its requisition.

After numerous steps had been taken the traders who
were the victims of these proceedings succeeded in obtain-

ing vouchers for the various quantities removed.

The total of the sums enumerated above (concludes M. Castelein)

represents in round numbers 85 milUons of francs, of which at the

utmost perhaps 20 millions have been paid. At the lowest computation
therefore 65 millions are stiU owing : that is to say, 80 per cent.,

<60 millions of, which represent goods for which no price was not

even fixed.

I cannot, however, insist too strongly upon the fact that the figures

given above must be considered as relating only to the restricted

domain of raw materials imported by us. They are greatly below the
actual values, even of the majority of the articles quoted.

There has been, for instance, a certain kind of requisition of con-
-siderable importance, though its extreme diversity makes even a
superficial valuation of it impossible. I allude to requisitions made
upon shipping and transport firms in connection with the great quantity
of merchandise deposited on their account or under their guarantee in
sheds,1. stores and warehouses. Lists of these requisitions read like

veritable inventories, ranging from cases of matches, typewriters and
children's toys to motor-cars, stocks of metal, large lots of cotton,
wool, jute and every variety of colonial and foreign produce. All
this was requisitioned, and a great part of it removed and sent to
Germany in October and November, the prices to be fixed and
payment made in Berlin. I may instance one lot of sheep-skins
worth 2,400,000 francs, bales of cotton worth 1,100,000 francs, and
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other groups of merchandise no less important, the value of which,
is not stated. I may mention in passing the delectable incident
reported by one of our great shipping firms : they had urged the
expediency of disposing of a certain lot of requisitioned goods which
were deteriorating as a result of inherent defects. Permission was
given them to realise, but on condition that the lot should be replaced
by the same quantity of sound goods !

Further, to turii to another category, it would be necessary to make-
a computation of all that has been requisitioned in our alimentary,

chemical and metallurgical factories, in raw materials and manufactured
products, aU that has been requisitioned and exported in the way of

metals, notably small girders and copper, the values represented by
factories and workshops requisitioned as a whole, or even partially

dismantled.
I suggest these various lines of investigations, gentlemen, to justify

the figures of hundreds of millions rightly or wrongly attributed to
the German authorities themselves and repeated by certain foreign

newspapers, prognosticating, as a fact on which we should congratulate
oursdves, the total and unprecedented liquidation of all Antwerp
stocks. Moreover, it must be remembered that the greater part of

non-reqTiisitioned goods are held up : that is to say, that they are
strictly controlled by the German authorities, and cannot form the
subject of a contract or be dehvered without a permit, which is very
rarely granted. Thus " the re-establishment of normal economic
conditions," ofwhich we were given some hope, and which was dilated

upon by the foreign press, must be translated to mean absolute

stagnation in all transactions ; the gradual disappearance of our
various stocks without payment, and even without the fixing of a
price by invoice ; the immobilisation under rigorous control of the

balance left at Antwerp and successively encroached upon by fresh

requisitions, and, finally, a general regime which cuts us off more and
more strictly from all traffic and even all communication with foreign

countries, while, at the same time, we are deprived of telephonic and
telegraphic facilities and regular postal services, and our means of

locomotion are inferior, as is currently and truly declared, to those

of three centuries ago.

The situation has since been still further aggravated
by the seizure of the stores of wood warehoused at

Antwerp.
The German authorities have lately sent the following

notice to wood merchants :

—

" Whatever is in your possession, either on your own account or on
the account of others, in the way of pine joists of 6 to Q centimetres, as

broad as possible and at least 4 metres long, or pine planks, also as broad

as possible and not less than 4 metres in length by about 2| centimetres

in thickness, are seized or requisitioned by the German Army Department,

and will shortly be exported to Germany.
" You are responsible for the preservation, warranty or insurance of

the goods. The price will befixed hereafter by the War Office at Berlin."

Seizures of the same nature were made in all the

industrial centres of the country. Everywhere raw
materials have been carried away or are held up with a

view to their being used to assist German trade.
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In certain localities the Germans have gone /still

further and compelled the manufacturers, under threat,

of confiscation, to prepare the raw materials requisitioned.

Thus, MM. Cornesse Bros., tanners, at Stavelol/, were
informed that the German authorities were removmg thfr

skins of their manufacture and compelling them to cur&
300 skins per month for export to Berlin.

On March 17th, MM. Cornesse addressed the following^

protest to the German Governor-General at Brussels, and
to the Minister of War at Berlin :

—

" The German Military Authority has just decided that tan hides

of our manufacture will be removed by them and exported to Berlin

where the price would be definitely fixed by a Committee appointed

by the Minister of War. We can but protest against this seizure,,

which is directly contrary to the international convention drawn up
at The Hague, especially as these hides are taken from us in order to-

be exported to Germany and worked in that country."

III.

—

^Requisition of Factoeies and Removal
OF Machinery.

The Germans have taken possession of a large number
of factories and workshops, the property of private

persons.

They seized and carried off to Germany the working^

machinery of many factories, often without handing to
the owner any voucher stating the nature, number and
value of the machines removed. On January 22nd, 1916,

the Federation of Belgian Builders addressed the follow-

ing letter to the German Governor of Brussels with refer-

ence to this matter :

—

" From the very beginning of the events which have laid waste
their country Belgian manufacturers have accepted any sacrifice in

order to alleviate as far as possible the sufferings of their workmen
and to protect them from destitution and its dangerous incitements
to violence.

" In spite of the lack of postal and transport facilities, the dearth of
markets and their meagre stock of raw materials, some manufacturers
have maintained a relative activity in their factories, producing goods
the eventual sale of which is more than problematic ; others, exerting
all their influence to obtain occasional orders and the credit indis-
pensable for their execution, are doing their utmost to bring about
the resumption of work in their establishments.

" They were, therefore, in accordance with the exhortations of the
German authorities, anxious to see the revival of civil activity in the
regions under their rule, and the resumption of labours which would
furnish the means of subsistence to the population.

" In the midst of our perseveiing efforts towards this end many of
us have been crippled by a measure we were far from expecting.
Civilians, accompanied and assisted by mihtary detachments, entered
our factories and took possession of the plant. Our machines were
taken to pieces, and many of them were carried off and sent to Germany.
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In a great many cases no vouchers were given to the owners, stating
the nature, number and value of the objects requisitioned.

" If it be urged that the German authorities propose to arrange aU
this eventually and to offer the owliers an indemnity in the form of
hire-money, we claim the right to reply that it is impossible to forestall

the intentions of the owners in this fashion, or to bind them by the
terms of contracts between third persons and dispose of their property
without their knowledge and consent.

" Such a system would be even more arbitrary than that regulating
all the other requisitions by force, which provides at least for prompt
settlement of claims for goods seized in exchange for the monthly
war levy of 40,000,000 francs paid to the German authorities.

" We wiU not now discuss the legality of these proceedings, though
we should have no difficulty in showing to what an extent they con-
travene the international rules to which Germany affixed her signature.

" We prefer to confine ourselves exclusively to facts, and we there-

fore venture to ask Your Excellency if, as we had been led to hope,

these requisitions are now at an end, and if it will be possible for us
to alleviate their deplorable effects by a comparatively regular organisa-

tion of labour, since otherwise establishments, which have been kept
open hitherto, or were about to re-open, will be forced to turn out into

the street a number of unfortunate workers to whom it will be

impossible to give emplo5mient and wages.
" As Your Excellency must be well aware, the fate of thousands of

workmen is at stake ; they and their families, deprived of the means
of subsistence, would soon be reduced to the direst extremities. We
need not insist upon the manner in which such distress would react

upon the whole country ; it is sufficiently obvious.
" We cannot but feel convinced that the German authorities will

hesitate to create such a situation. The charity of the public and
the generosity of neutral countries, which has been exercised in the

most touching manner on behalf of our people, would be powerless to

avert it ; and these neutral countries would be driven to ask, like our-

selves, whether even the interests of the occupying Power should not
combine with every sentiment of humanity and equity to forbid it to

add new and unnecessary sufferings to all the horrors of war.
" P.S.—^The value of the macliines requisitioned is over 16 million

francs, and the worst of it is that the lack of them will be felt most
acutely in the resumption of business after the war."

IV.

—

^Felling of Trees.

In various parts of the country the Germans have
feUed the finest trees in our forests, woods and parks^

more especially walnut trees. The timber was sent ta
Germany.

A Dutch newspaper, the Telegraaf, describes, in its

issue of March 22nd, 1915, the manner of this exporta-

tion :

—

.
" Neerpelt, March 21st, 1915 (from our Special Correspondent).

—

Last week the soldiers of the Gerrttan Engineer Corps carried off a
great deal of timber from the forests of Belgian Limburg. They felled

the finest and largest trees ; the forests belonging to the State and
the Communes were especially marked out for pillage : whole sections

were cleared, and the timber was exported to Germany.
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/

" From Houthaelen to Hechtel, a distance of about 11 kilometres,

there were on Friday at least 200 peasants with carts and horses to
convey the trees to Zonhoven for the Germans. From Zonhov^n the

trains were to take them on further. The peasants get 2 mark^ a day
for this work. Various woods belonging to private owners hive also

been damaged. Nearly aU these OAvners are abroad."
j

The Committee thinks it its duty. Monsieur le Mnistre,
to inform you of these requisitions, which have become
systematic. They have nothing in common with the
requisitions for the needs of an army of occupation
sanctioned by international convention, when not in
excess of the resources of occupied territory.

President,
COOREMAN.

Vice-President,
DE COMTE GOBLET D'AVIELLA.

Secretaries,,

CHEVALIER ERNST DE BUNSWYCK.
ORTS.

EOUETEENTH REPORT
Use of Asphyxiating Gas.

Le Havre, 2<Uh April, 1915.

ToM. CARTON DE WIART, Minister of Justice.

Monsieur le Ministre,

The Commission of Inquiry has the honour to present
to you the following report on the use of asphyxiating
gas by the German army in contravention of the pro-
visions of the Declaration signed at the Hague on the
29th July, 1899, whereby the Contracting Powers, who
included Germany, " prohibit the use of projectiles the
sole object of which is to spread asphyxiating or dele-
terious gases."

On the 22nd April, 1915, the Germans prepared the
attack on the Steenstraet-Langemarck sector by using
asphyxiating gases. Clouds of gas were emitted and
settled on the trenches occupied by the allied troops.

The gas looked like a low cloud of a deep greenish
colour, becoming lighter until at the top it was a light
yellow, and having a height of about 10 metres (32 feet).
These gases seem to have been of various kinds : chlorine'
formil vapour, nitrous vapour, sulphurous acid gas and
gas of a kind not yet ascertained.

'
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The Germans used the following devices to release
these gases :

—

(a) Fires Ht in front of the trenches. The escaping
gas was blown by the wind in the direction of the enemy's
positions.

(6) Receptacles hurled into the trenches either by
hand or by mechanical means.

(c) Tubes emitting gases.

(d) Shells containing asphyxiating gases.

The gases used by the Germans had an effect at a
distance of 3 kilometres.

In a minute or a minute and a half the men were
overcome with vomiting and spittiag of blood, the eyes
and mucous membranes were inflamed and the men
were seized with a sort of stupor which lasted 3 or 4
hours and sometimes longer.

The Germans had long been preparing to use this

barbarous method of fighting, which is prohibited by
international law.

For several weeks the Belgian authorities had been
-aware of their preparations. They knew that on the
ranges at Houthaelen near Hasselt experiments had been
made with asphy:xiating gases on dogs, and that recep-

tacles containing deleterious gases had been brought to

the front hne, and. that several thousands of masks,
intended to protect the attacking parties from the effects

of the gases, had been made.

On the 30th March, 1915, a German prisoner belonging
to the 15th Army Corps declared

:

" Along the whole front in the ZiUebeke district there

is a store of receptacles about 1*40 metres (about 4J feet)

Mgh, placed in bomb-proof shelters. They contain

asphyxiating gases, and have not yet been used.
" The pioneers have been taught their use.
" The receptacles are placed facing the enemy. Later

pressure expels the gas. A favourable wind is essential.

The operator wears a special apparatus on his head. All

the men have a cloth wrapped round their nostrils."

On the 15th April, a prisoner of the 26th Army Corps

confirmed this intelligence :

" Gas cylinders (about 80 centimetres—2| feet

—

high)," he declared, " are placed along the whole front

of the 26th Army Corps. There is a battery of 20 tubes

every 40 metres " (about 44 yards).
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,

/

The Germans were only awaiting a favourable opp6r-

tunity, which occurred directly the wind blew from^the

N.E. towards the allied armies.

The Commission of Enq^uiry believes it to be its duty

to bring to the knowledge of the public this new long

premeditated crime committed by the German forces

after so many other violations of the laws of war.

President,

COOREMAN.
Vice-President,

'

LE COMTE GOBLET D'AVIELLA.

Secretaries,

CHEVALIER ERNST DE BUNSWYCK.
ORTS.

FIFTEENTH REPORT

Use or Civilians as a Screen in front of Troops ;

Destbtjction of Villages, and Murder on the
pretext of reprisals for military operations

;

Murder of Prisoners and Wounded Soldiers
;

Use of Dum-dum Bullets.

Le Havre, 2Sth April, 1915.

Wo M. CARTON DE WIART, Minister of Justice.

Monsieur le Ministre,

The Commission has already informed you that the
German army operating in Belgium has frequently

forced to precede it inhabitants of invaded districts' or
soldiers taken prisoner, whom it compels to march ahead
of it.

These odious practices have been adopted over the
whole country.

Apart from the cases already cited,* numerous
instances have been proved since we presented to you
our previous reports.

On the 6th August, 1914, a troop of German cavalry
was met at Lanaeken by a Belgian cavalry patrol under
the command of Lieut, du Roy de Blicquy of the 3rd
Lancers. This troop was driving in front of it a group
of 7 men and 6 women.|

* 2nd, 3rd, 5th, 7th, 9th and 10th Reports.

t Statement of Lieut, du Roy de BHcquy.
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On the 18th August, 1914, the Germans attacked the
front of La Geete, at the village of Hougaerde, driving
ahead of them a priest (the cure of Autgarden) who was
kiUed.*

On the 18th August, 1914, German cavalry advanced
on the Belgian position at Kieseghem, forcing numerous
citizens to go in front of them.f

On the 18th August, 1914, Sergt. Cornet and Corpl.

Pire of the Gendarmerie occupying an observation post
at Goyet saw, on the Nameche Road, nine Uhlans who were
compelling some inhabitants of Goyet, including the
burgomaster of the village, to march ahead of them.
The gendarmes fired at the Germans, who fled, leaving
the civilians behind.J

On the 18th August, 1914, on the Wavre Road near
Jodoigne, a platoon of cyclists (Bavarian chasseurs)

attacking a Belgian post compelled the cure of Jodoigne
to march in front of them with folded arms. The two
nearest the priest were mortally wounded, which enabled
him to throw himself by the roadside and escape.§

On the 25th. April, 1914, a detachment of Uhlans
passed through Marcinelle driving a group of 50 or 60
civihans in front of them. Among them was a man
about 60 or 70 years of age who appeared to be exhausted
and was driven on by the Germans by blows from the

butt ends of their rifles.
||

The German forces that entered the city of Mons on
the 23rd of August, 1914, compelled numerous inhabitants

to go in front of them. When they reached the Rue
de Berlaimont the Germans came under the fire of the

English and many civilians were wounded ; others

succeeded in escaping.^

On Monday, the 24th August, 1914, about 9 a.m.,

the German column marching on Tournai by the Brussels

Road, arrived at Rumillies. They were surprised by
French dragoons ambushed in a coppice. After the first

confusion, the German soldiers forced the people living in

the houses near by to come Out, placed them in front, and,

resting their rifles on the shoulders of these unfortunate

* Statement of Sergt. de Neef, volunteer in the 3rd Chasseurs

k pied, who commanded the post attacked.

f Statements of the General commanding the 1st Div. ; of the

officer commanding the 4th Coy., 2nd Batt., 7th Foot (2nd Div.).

:j:
Statements of Sergt. Cornet and Corpl. Pire.

§ Statement of Lieut. Delhaye, of the 2nd Chasseurs a pied.

II
Statement of Sergt.-major Jadot, 3rd. Div. (Belgian Army).

^ Statement of Sergt. Pieraerts, of the 4th Chasseurs k pied.
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people or pushing them betAveen their legs, they fired

on the French, who abstained from replying.

Next morning, when leaving Tournai, the Germans

entered the houses by the side of the railway station

on the Quai St.-Brice, in the faubourg Morelle, and seized

the men they found there. They placed them round the

column and only released them 36 hours afterwards.

During the march they insulted them, made fun of them,

and threatened to shoot them*.

Abbe de Trannoy, chaplain of the 1st Chasseurs a

€heval, makes the following statement :

—

"On Thursday, the 27th August, at Elewyt,.! saw

a crowd of peasants shut up in the graveyard round the

church while the German pioneers were preparing to

How up the belfry by a mine. Fragments from the

roof fell on to these poor creatures, who were quite unable

to avoid them.
" On Friday, the 28th August, the Germans rounded up the peasants

in the neighbourhood of Elewyt. They made them all march in a

disorderly mass towards Mahnes (Mechlin) under threat of pistolling-

them, without allowing old men or even a woman obviously enciente

to be carried ; this body was ordered towards Mahnes, although that

•city was being bombarded.
" German soldiers and subaltern officers showed signs of com-

miseration. These brutalities were organised by superior officers.

I was one of this column, which was formed from the population."!

At the fight at Melle on the 7th September, 1914, the

Germans, being received by fire from the Belgian troops,

forced the people of Melle out of their houses, men, women
and children, and drove them before them. Several of

these unfortunates were hit. J

Lieut. Soudant, of the 2nd Chasseurs a Cheval, states

that on the 26th September, 1914, being entrusted with
the duty of occupying and defending the Brabantshebeeck
Bridge at Klein-Antwerpen, he was unable to fire on the
commander of the enemy infantry, who had taken up
a position of observation near a brickworks and had made
three children stand round him.§

On the 27th September, 1914, at Alost, a company of

German infantry attacked the " Zwartenhoek " Bridge,

* Statement of Father X, of the Dominican Order.

f Statement of Abb6 de Trannoy, chaplain of the 1st Chasseurs a

Cheval.

I Statement of Emile Warmoes, private m the 8th Foot ; and

results of -the judicial enquiry.

§ Statement of Lieut. Soudant, of the 2nd Chasseurs a Cheval.
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forcing before them about 30 townsfolk, behind whom they
were hiding a machine gun. Two civiUans were killed.*

On the 6th October, 1914, about 8 o'clock, after
several attacks had been repulsed, the German troops
appeared at Termonde Bridge, preceded by several ranks
of civilians.

The same thing occurred on the afternoon of the 7th
October, south of the village of Berlaere. The Germans
having been vigorously counter-attacked by the 1st
Carabineers were thrown back on the Scheldt by the bend
at Schonaerde. When they succeeded in reforming, they
a,ppeared in several columns, each preceded by several
lines of civilians. The Belgians ceased fire for the moment,
but, in danger of being surrounded, they were obliged
to fire, making gaps in the enemy's ranks, but also killing
and wounding their unhappy fellow-countrymen, f
On the 10th October two inhabitants of QvMrecht,

wounded in the feet and legs, were brought into Melle
on stretchers. These poor fellows had been compelled
by the Germans to march in front of a force making a
counter-attack from Quatrecht on MeUe. They were
wounded during the fighting. J
The day after the assault of Keyem the Germans,

advancing on Keyem, forced in front of them 7 or 8
Belgian soldiers with their hands tied over their chests.

On the same day, at another place in the same
commune, they forced about 100 Belgian soldiers to

precede them. Some had their hands tied over their

chests ; others held up their hands.

§

*
* *

The Commission, Monsieur le Ministre, has also

exposed the way in which the German forces have
avenged on the civilian population their own miscalcu-

lations and the resistance offered them by the Belgian

army.
The facts hereafter related deserve to be borne in

mind, as they well illustrate the connection that exists

between the military operations of our forces and the

murders and destruction wrought by the German army.
The village of Capelle-en-Bois was systematically set

on fire by the Germans after an action between the Srd

* Statement of Lieut. Albert, Cyclist Batt. (1st Cav. Div.).

f Statement of Capt. Couche, 1st Carabineers.

I Statement of the Colonel commanding the 6th Regt. of Artillery.

§ Statement of IJeut. Frangois, of the 13th Foot.
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Chasseurs a pied and the German troops, in which the

latter suffered very heavily. Safes were forced and

rifled.*

Lieut, van Dooren, of the 4th Chasseurs a Cheval,

states that from the 12th to the 18th August, 1914,

numerous German cavalry patrols moving towards Diest

entered the village of Schaffen to the north of Diest,

The men of these patrols were all killed by cyclists and

cavalry ambushed in the houses and behind the hedges

of the village. During the attack on Diest, on the

18th August, 1914, Lieut, van Dooren states that the

Germans at once set fire to the village of Schaffen, which

was burning, at the time of the German attack, in the

direction of Diest railway station.

Privates Vandersteen and Desmedt state that they

were present at the systematic destruction by fire, on

the 18th August, 1914, of the village of Hersselt after an

encounter with the 6th Infantry.

On the 30th August, 1914, near Sempst, a Belgian

patrol fell in with a German patrol. A German was
killed and his body remained on the ground. Some
hours after, a German cyclist reconnaissance, finding the

body, by way of reprisal bayonetted two peasants who
happened to be passing just where the body was lying,

and burnt the nearest farm after expelling the inhabi-

tants.!

On the 25th September, 1914, 10 motor-cyclists of

the Belgian army unbolted the rails of the railway from
Bilsen to Tongres. Two hours after a train ftill of

German troops was derailed. In consequence of this

derailment, the Germans shot 8 civilians and burned
down a part of the village. J

About the beginning of September, a Belgian cyclist

column left Antwerp under orders to blow up the railway

at Tuhize. It was surprised by the Germans. Though
surrounded, the volunteers fought valiantly. Several

escaped and took refuge in the village of Quenast. . Jules

Schott, a militiaman of the 1st Foot, passing by the
scene of the fighting shortly afterwards, found alongside

the railway two civilians murdered by the Germans, who
had also set fire to numerous houses.

* Statements of Major Billemont, of the Staff ; of Capt. of Section
Wangerm^e, commanding the 6th Batt. ; and of Capt. Demart.

t Statement of Major Gibson, of the 3rd Chasseurs a pied.

J Statement of the motor cyclists who defended the village.
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On the 25th September, 1914, a similar expedition
composed of 200 Belgian cycUsts destroyed the line from
Brussels to Paris at a spot near the farm occupied by
the Burgomaster of Montigny-lez-Lens. In consequence
of this^ military operation, the Germans burned the
cure" (the dwelling-house of the burgomaster), after

breaking open the safe and stealing everjrthing they
could take away. They also set fire to several small
farms near by.*

On the 4th October, 1914, the village of Lanaeken,
defended by a Belgian outpost of about 20 men, was
attacked by a German force 1,500 strong. The Belgian
outpost retired after a street fight. The Germans on
entering the village set fire to it.f

*
* *

Major de Melotte, who was at the beginning of the
campaign attached to the French cavalry corps operating
in Belgium, makes the following statement, which
admirably sums up the situation :

—

" I have been able to ascertain during the course of

the operations, both on the right and on the left banks
of the Meuse, that the German invasion was preceded
at a great distance by strong officer patrols or recon-

naissances. Many were captured and moreover sur-

rendered quite easily, sometimes without fighting, only
asking to have done with it. This is very curious,

inasmuch as these patrols were composed of picked men.
There were, however, brave men among the patrol

leaders, such as Lieut, von Braudenstein of the Guard,
who only surrendered (at Maissin-Luxembourg) after

killing 3 men and being himself twice wounded.
" To resume. Many of these cavalry reconnaissances,

pushed out so far in advance, never returned from one
cause or another to the German lines. I have for a long

time been convinced that the Germans attributed these

disappearances to the acts of the civilian population

Hence the reprisals, due either to desire for vengeance or

to fear.

" I am able to affirm that the civil population entirely

abstained from taking part in the conflict, and the sole

* Statement of the Burgomaster of X.

t Statement of Lieut, de Rode, of the 5th Lancers.
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causes of these disappearances were the unskilfulness or

want of energy of the commanders of the patrols."

*
* *

Lastly, Monsieur le Ministre, witnesses, who have
been examined since the despatch of our Seventh Report,

which deals with similar matters, have informed us of

the following crimes against m.embers of our forces :

—

Capt.-Major Henseval was killed in the Wood of Sart-

Tilman at Liege by a body of German soldiers who
approached waving a white flag and holding up then-

hands.*
Corporal Geers, of the 5th Foot, saw on the 17th

or 18th August, 1914, at TMelt-Notre-Dame, 4 Belgian

Lancers and an old woman hanging from a beam in a

house in the Ohaussee de Diest near the district tramway
station.

On the 19th August, 1914, Sergeant Mattiche, of the

6th Chasseurs, and Corporal Lengelser, of the 1st Foot,

were fired at in the village of Beauvechain from a German
motor car containing 4 men wearing the Red Cross badge
on their left arms.

Moureau, Berson, Rook and Demely, privates in the
'9th Foot who were made prisoners at Aerschot, were
taken about 8 o'clock on the 19th August, 1914, with
other prisoners to a place some distance from where they
were taken prisoner. A mounted officer, who they
believe was a major, gave the order to shoot the prisoners,

then numbering about 30. The German soldiers

assembled some yards away from them and fired one
volley and several isolated shots. A great number of

the prisoners were killed or wounded. All the others
had thrown themselves on the ground. The survivors
were made to get up with kicks and blows and strokes
from butt ends of rifles. Their hands were tied behind,
their backs with ropes and wire. After the shooting, the
Germans brought Lieut. Fauconier and several soldiers of
the company to the survivors. Lieut. Fauconier's hands
were tied in front of him ; the men's were tied behind,
them.

-While they were bringing the prisoners, the Germans
drove out of a house, near that of the gatekeeper, 4 civflians

* Statement of Major Lecloseray, commanding the 1st Chasseurs
A ChevaL
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who had hidden in the cellar during the fighting. One
was a youth. The Germans bound them with ropes
and wire, made them kneel with their hands together,

and then 4 soldiers fired point-blank at them. One was
only wounded. A German finished him off with a
bullet in his head.

Sergt.-major BaUly, of the 2nd Chasseurs a pied,

during the fighting at Impde on the 24th August, 1914,
saw the Germans kill three of the wounded. One had his

head smashed by blows from butt ends ; one was also

struck in the same way, the last was killed by an officer

with a revolver shot.

Privates Gustave Demarteau and Leon Deliens of the
11th Foot make the following statemenjb :

—

"During the night of the 26th to 27th October,

about 200 yards from Dixmvde Bridge, the Germans
having passed the Bridge surprised and took us prisoner

with about 12 other Belgians and Frenchmen.
" Being themselves surprised by Franco-Belgian

troops, they were surrounded, when the Major in com-
mand of the German detachment, seeing that he was lost,,

ordered his men to shoot the prisoners.

" Some Avere bayoneted ; others were shot at point-

blank range.

" We were saved by falling down and pretending ta

be dead."

Dr. Gillet and Abbe Coen, attached to the 1st Grena-

diers, say that on the 20th January, 1915, they, with 4

stretcher-bearers, carried off Private Vandekelen, who
was wounded by a bullet fired from Dixmude. Six shots

were fired by the Germans in their direction. Two at

least of the stretcher-bearers bore the Red Cross badge

on their arms, which were quite visible.

Sergt. Weissenfeld, of the 13th Foot, while patrolling

to the right of the Chateau de Vicogne at Stuyyekens-

Icerke, saw the bodies of 5 French soldiers. Their arms

were tied, which leads to the belief that they were shot

after being made prisoners.

Private Gros, of the 15th Foot, at Keyem, saw the

Germans kill, with the butt ends of their rifles, Major

Mahieux and several soldiers who had been disarmed.

In conclusion the Commission of Enquiry thinks it

ought to inform you that, according to a Report by the
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Vice-Governor of Katanga, the German East African

forces used dum-dum bullets in the fighting at Kasaka-
lawe (south of Lake Tanganyika) on the 20th November,
1914.

Private Lisa, of the 2nd Company of the 1st Battalion,

was wounded by a projectile of this kind. The fact is

proved by the battalion surgeon, M. Boisgelot, and by
the English doctor at Abercom, Dr. Murray. The latter

has kept the bullet.

Dum-dum cartridges were picked up on the scene

of the combat and have been kept by us.

The Commission has received from the same source

a specimen of the cartridges with expanding buUets

picked up on the positions occupied by the German
colonial troops at the combat of Kateruzi (Lake Kivu)
on the 8th February, 1915.

President,

COOREMAN.

Vice-President,

LE COMTE GOBLET D'ALVIELLA.

Secretaries,

CHEVALIER ERNST DE BUNSWYOK.
ORTS.
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SIXTEENTH REPORT.

Sack and Massacre of Warsage.

Le Havre, May 10th, 1915.

M. CARTON DE WIART, Minister of Justice.

Monsieur le Ministre,

The Commission of Enquiry proposes shortly to
present you with a Report on the crimes committed by
the German armies in the Provinces of Liege and Limbourg.
It thinks it would be useful to place before you at once
two accounts of the events which occurred, at the time
of the entry of the enemy forces into Belgium, in the
little commune of Warsage, situated in the north of the
Province of Liege. The first is that of M. Flechet,*

Burgomaster of Warsage, a former member of the House
of Representatives. It merits special attention. It

details the circumstances of the arrest of inoffensive

citizens, followed by the abominable execution of the
greater number of them. The second comes from a
substantial inhabitant of Warsage. We do not think

we are justified in publishing his name yet.

First Account.

To the President of the Commission of Enquiry into the
Violation of the Rules of International Law and of the

Laws and Customs of War.

Before entering upon a detailed account of the atroci-

ties committed by the German forces at Warsage and the

camp of Mouland, I wish to record my sorrowful remem-
brance of those unfortunate and innocent beings, who
were murdered, and express my deepest sympathy with
their relatives.

The village of Warsage is 6 kilometres (about 3f miles)

from Vise, on the high road from Vise to Aix la ChapeUe.

The German army advancing from Aix la ChapeUe had
therefore to pass through Warsage to reach Vise and
Liege. About 10 a.m., on the 4th August, the first

detachment, about 25 cavalry led by an officer, reached

the centre of the village. They distributed the mani-

festo, of which everybody knows.f

* M. Flechet died in Holland in November, 1915.

f See the 6th Report of the Commission of Enquir}' in the 1st Vol.
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I had placed myself, wearing my burgomaster's scarf,

in the middle of the road in the centre of the village.

After a conversation with the officer, I withdrew,

telUng him that I had not the means to prevent him
passing.

These cavalry were going to Vise. Many of them were
killed or wounded at Vise by the Belgian forces at Devant
le Pont, on the other bank (left bank) of the Meuse.

About half-past one I saw the officer go by in a motor
car. He was wounded and was being taken to Aix la

ChapeUe.
About an hour after the first detachment of Germans

had passed through, the main body arrived. Then there

was a continuous procession of troops of all arms : in-

fantry, cavalry, artillery, cyclists, engineers, and A.S.C.
For two days I watched a formidable army pass.

On the evening of the 5th August, five officers, all

lieutenants, arrived with 150 soldiers. They wanted
biUets. I suggested to the officer, who seemed to be in

charge, that I should put up the officers in my house
and the 150 men in the servants' quarters and out-
buildings of my house. In this way we should not have
,to make use of the other people of the village. The officer

accepted, and it was done.

In the meantime I had posted notices advising all

those under my jurisdiction to remain quiet and obliging
them to make no demonstrations of any kind. Moreover,
I had" several times made speeches to the same effect in
the market-place and the town haU. The populace was
quite peaceable.

The whole of this detachment, therefore, was bUleted
on me. It departed early in the morning and the
officers, who had supped and breakfasted with me,
thanked me.

Next day, the 6th August, about 11 a.m., a motor
car stopped in the centre of the village in front of my
house. I saw one of the drivers ahght. The other
remained in his place. The two chauffeurs were alone.
As they seemed to be looking for something, I asked
them what they wanted (in German, for I speak that
language fairly well). They replied that they were
dying of hunger and that they wanted to buy something
to eat. Most of the houses were closed or deserted; I
told these two chauffeurs that they might come into mv
house and that they should have lunch. This was done.
Their thanks were overwhelming. A few seconds later
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the youngest of the five officers who had lodged with
me, came up. He was accompanied by four soldiers.
They too entered my house and partook of a refreshing
lunch. They showed themselves very grateful.

These different incidents seem trifling
; you wiU find

later on that they are of some importance.

On the 6th August (the very same day) towards
2.30 p.m., a troop of infantry numbering about 300 men,
headed by two officers, arrived at Warsage.

They asserted that civilians had been firing on the
outskirts of the village, but they had not taken anybody
with arms in his hand and had not even seized any
"Weapons !

AU the soldiers carried a carbine in one hand and a
revolver in the other; they kept their fingers on the
triggers; they turned round incessantly, in the most
nervous way, and next to nothing would make them
fire.

This is perhaps the explanation of why on the road,
before entering the village, almost opposite an isolated
and empty villa, a Germun officer fell struck by a bullet.

They surrounded the house, ransacked and burnt it,

but discovered no one. The shot had not then come
from there, and aU around were orchards, where no one
could hide. Besides, the unfortunate dead officer had
been struck by a very smaU bullet from a service rifle.

Now, there were no guns like that in a little vUlage which
Tv^as entirely agricultural.

There was no enquiry. They cried out :
" Man hat

geschossen" ("Someone has fired"), and they began to burn
the neighbouring houses.

They rushed into the village and there, they burst in

the doors, broke the windows and dragged the inhabi-

tants out of their houses. Two men were kiUed and
about twenty-five houses and farms were set on fire.

The soldiers fired into open windows.

I immediately intervened as burgomaster, and I

advised everyone to keep calm. My efforts were in

vain ; the tumult was terrible, you could not make
yourself heard. The officer in command, a captain,

ordered me to make the people come out of their houses
and to assemble them in the square, which I did. Then
he chose at least a dozen of the inhabitants by chance,

including myself, and ordered us to march in front of
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the troops in silence and with our hands behind our
backs, declaring that, if one shot was fired in the vUlage,

we should all be instantly shot.

In this way we were taken to the camp of Mouland,
€ kilometres from Warsage.

On the road, in the course of our journey, we met
some German troops walking in the opposite direction.

The soldiers and the officers hurled sarcasms and insults

at us, such as, " Schweinhunde, Lumpe, etc." An officer

•of high rank even called us " swine " from his motor-car.
This attitude of 'an important person excited the troops,

which surrounded him, stiU more. Cries of "To death
with them," " Shoot them at once " were immediately
heard.

When we reached the camp, we were commanded to
lie down on the ground or to kneel and to observe
absolute sUence.

We formed a horseshoe-shaped group consisting of

my companions from Warsage and of five or six other

prisoners brought from neighbouriag villages. Before
long two young girls from Berneau arrested at Warsage
joined us. They had fled from Berneau because, that
very morning, the German troops had shot their father

and wounded their mother and young brother.

I declare that we were not questioned ; they did not
even tell us of what we were accused. So much so that
I was absolutely ignorant that the officer had been
kiUed. I think that, on this point, the greater part, if

not all of my companions, knew no more about it than I,

So then there was not the smallest enquiry ; no
questioning, no investigation !

We had been there about a quarter of an hour, when
they took six of the younger ones among us. They were
Messrs. Leuten, Teheux, Lamberts, and the three brothers
Pranck. It was then about 5.30 p.m. They led them
about 50 metres away from the group, took off their
jackets, opened their shirts behind, so as to bare their
backs, and shot them. And this was in spite of the
protestations, cries, lamentations and groans of these
unfortunate beings.

Various soldiers announced that those who were left
would be executed at four o'clock next morning.

So we passed the night, lying or sitting on the ground,
or kneefing in the open field, and surrounded by numerous
sentinels.

It rained at intervals, but the temperature was mild
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I was placed a little outside the group. The two
young girls were a little farther on, about 10 or 12 feet

from me. They had given them a truss of straw and a
blanket. They were crying, groaning, and begging for

mercy.
SUence was imposed on us, and, directly a prisoner

tried to speak, a blow with the butt end of a gun on his

shoulder and a brutal, "Still schweigen" ("Hold your
tongue") recalled him to order. They made an excep-
tion of me, however, probably because I spoke German
to the ofi&cers and soldiers who came near me.

The whole night long soldiers and officers of inferior

rank prowled round us. They came to see those con-
demned to death : it was a kind of pilgrimage ! They
assailed us with their sarcasms and insults, and even
indulged in certain revolting acts of bodily violence.

They often said in German, which I was the only one
who could understand, " These rascals wUl be shot to-

morrow at four o'clock in the morning "
; or, " Those

fellows are going to have several bullets in their bodies "
;

or, " They will be shot presently " {kaput geschossen)—
and sneering all the time. Some added :

" That one
and that one (pointing out two of us) will be hanged

;

because bullets are too expensive for them."
And next morning, about 4.45 a.m., they did actually

hang six, Nestor Geelen and Joseph Soxhelet, of Warsage ;

Marcel Kerf, ot Teuven, who had been captured at

Warsage at the moment when, by chance, he was
bicycling through the village during' the commotion ; an
elderly man, a pensioner, as I was told, inhabiting Berneau

;

and two other poor creatures, whose names I do not know.
I note that I saw the ropes fastened to the trees, but
that I went off at the time of the hanging. The survivors,

who escaped, have related the facts, as they were present

at the abominable torture of these six unhappy beings.

One of them, an inhabitant of Warsage, wrote me a

long letter, from which the following is an extract :

—

"I cannot tell you what the soldiers called out at us at

Fouron, because it was in German; butwe had been styled

often enough dirty (saligauds) Belgians and swine during

that terrible night of 6th and 7th of August by a soldier

who spoke French, having hved six years in Belgium,

he said. He told us he knew Belgians well, but that they

were going to show us what the Alboches were (that is

what we called them in Belgium). He advised us, since

we had so much confidence in the Virgin, to pray to her

(b35) b
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to come and save us ; and while we were on our knees-

they were prowhng round us pricking us with their spurs

and bayonets, hitting and kicking us, knocking us with
the butts of their rifles, pulUng us by the hair and even
trying to gouge out my eye, and coming back to do this-

seven or eight times."

By the way, I note that (beside myself) four inhabi-

tants of Warsage escaped from the massacres, but not
without having been crueUy ill-treated.

Three other prisoners, old men of seventy, have
disappeared. We do not yet know what has happened
to them, and it is more than probable that they have
been executed. They were Messrs. Dumont, of Warsage ;.

Bruyfere, the burgomaster of Bemeau, and Michael
Pousset, of Mouland.

I was, as I have just said, the only person permitted
to speak. That was how I had been able, repeatedly,,

to address officers or soldiers who approached me and
to teU them that my companions were worthy, respect-

able men. I even pointed them out personally, noting

that such a one was a baker, who had for the last two
days made bread for the German army, in accordance
with the orders of the German officers ; that another
was a good father of a family who walked every day
from Warsage to Eysden, to work in a factory there ;

and so on, stating the position of the. family and the
work of those whom I knew. I thus gave merited praise

to those unfortunate men, who all were industrious

workmen, and who had done absolutely nothing to-

justify this monstrous condemnation to death. And
then I complained that they treated so inhumanly old

men like the burgomaster of Berneau, Monsieur Pousset,.

Monsieur Nicholas Dumont, Monsieur H. Geurden and
others, as weU as myself, aU more than seventy years old.

As for the insulting names which, in Prench, meant
beggars, rascals, pigs, vagabonds, &c., I stated that they
could not be appHed to any of us.

I had spoken of the others. As for myself, I was a
certificated engineer, burgomaster of my commune for
twenty-seven years, and deputy for Lifege for a quarter
of a century. I thought I had the right to beheve that
I was known honourably in the whole country. (The
reader will understand that under such circumstances
one has a right to speak of oneself.) I added that I
had Uved in Germany for several years, especially at
Laurenbourg on the Lahn, where I had been manager of
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important mines and of lead, zinc and silver works ; that
I lived then near the castle of Schaumburg (near Diez),

which at that time belonged to the Duke George of

Oldenbourg. He invited me to all his shooting parties

;

and in that way I shot one day, on the Schaumburg
estate, with the Prince Imperial, William, then a student
at Bonn, and to-day Emperor of Germany. I even sat
on his left hand at the shooting luncheon and opposite
him at dinner.

I had already related that to several officers and
fioldiers, and I was repeating it to two officers, who were
standing in front of me, when a third officer, 3 or 4 metres
away from us, called out :

" Der Kerl Tcann aber lilgen,'"

which meant, from the tone in which it was said, "That
rascal knows how to he."

Turning towards him, I rephed, " Sir, I am seventy-
three years old, I have never hed, and in spite of the
position in which I find myself to-day, I have no wish
to he, and I will prove it to you. At that time Major
the Baron de Liebenau and Lieutenant the Baron von
Jacobi were attaches to the Prince Imperial. Duke
George of Oldenbourg and his upper staff (two of whom
are stiU ahve) took part in the shoot. The Oberforster,
William Meyer, organized and conducted it. It was a
battue, and I was several times next to the place assigned
to Prince WiUiam."

Most of the officers and soldiers listened to me politely

;

but except for the above incident and for another which
I shall relate later on, not one made the smallest remark
nor the least observation. It was a monologue without
an echo.

This is the second incident. Its importance can
escape no one. Towards the middle of the night two
German officers approached me. I do not remember
how the conversation began, but, after having exchanged
a few words, one of the officers, grinding his teeth,

exclaimed :
" And as for your little King, who thinks so

much of the French, we'U get hold of the fellow !

."

And as he said that, with that rough and passionate

voice one knows, he stooped, and acted like a man
holding a puppy by the scruff of his neck and shaking it

brutally to correct it.

You wiU excuse these disrespectful expressions, but
I am obhged to describe the action clearly.

This officer had hardly finished speaking when his

companion began in a tone of contempt and anger

:

(p36)
'
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" Yes, all these little countries must be made to dis-

appear."

Note that these words could not be set down in the

least to the account of drunkenness ; and yet, in vino

Veritas.

This fact clearly shows the opinions of these people

with regard to our King and the various small European
countries.

Still addressing those who were withng to listen ta

me, I added that the communal government of Warsage
had completely done its duty ; that I had, verbally and
by several notices, urged the people to be calm. I had
even, several times, in the square and town hall, got

together part of the population, including women and
children, and had begged all those, over whom I had
authority, to refrain from any hostile manifestation or

act. But to aU that there was no reply.

In order to let you see how the atrocities were com-
mitted, and how right we are in believing that they were
premeditated, organized and commanded, I think I

ought to relate certain details relative to the two unfor-

tunate men ^ho were hanged, the old pensioner of

Berneau and Marcel Kerf of Teuven,

Towards eight o'clock in the evening, the soldiers

who surrounded us said, pointing to the pensioner,
" That one cut off the ear of a wounded German soldier."

An hour after, other soldiers coming up declared, "He
has cut off the ears of a wounded soldier." After some
time longer, others maintained that " the rascal had cut
off the ears and gouged out the eyes of wounded
Germans." And thereupon these simple soldiers, with-
out orders from their superiors, decided to fasten him ta
the wheel of an ammunition wagon which was behind
me. The poor man was bound to it. They tightened
the ropes so as to make the victim cry out. I did not
turn round in order not to see this horrible torture, but
I did hear the victim's groans. Sometimes he tried to
speak—^he called out that he had not even seen any
wounded Germans ; but they hit him cruelly with the
butts of their rifles and forced him to sUence. As for
Kerf, the soldiers looking at him said, " He has got to
be hanged. Bullets are too expensive for him." And,
in truth, the unhappy Kerf was hanged.

These two facts give an idea of the sort of investiga-
tion and trial which they apphed to worthy and respect-
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able citizens. Tliese atrocities were committed without
any reason ; they hardly tried to justify them by lies.

Other incidents must still be related.

The two young girls did not cease from entreating,

lamenting, and even uttering cries of distress.

Towards one o'clock in the morning a soldier and a
non-commissioned officer came to me, and bending over
(for I was lying down) said to me in a low voice, " Ask
those girls not to cry any more and tell them that they
will not be shot."

I told them at once, but the young ladies would not
believe it. "Ah, Monsieur Flechet," they said, "you
want to comfort us, but we cannot believe you ; we shaU
be killed." Their tears continued. I insisted so strongly

that they began to believe me. They became calmer,
and even slept a little. They were set free next morning.

Towards 11 p.m. I saw approaching me two chauffeurs,

and I recognized one of them as having lunched at my
house, as I said above. He came up and recognized me.
He made a movement of surprise and called out, " What,
Mr. Burgomaster ! What are you doing here ? " " Be-
Heve me," I answered him, with a touch of humour,
" I have certainly not come here for my pleasure."

Thereupon we began to converse. I recalled to him
that I had given him lunch in my own house. He
explained to his companion that not only had I received

him very well, but that he had seen the five officers and
the 150 men who had been billeted on me, and that all

had been dehghted at the way in which I had treated

them. Hearing that, I begged him, if he could, to let

his superiors know these facts. He replied that he
would, and went away.

At this moment a tall non-commissioned officer, I

think, with a long grey cloak, touched me on the shoulder

and said, " Mr. Burgomaster, I will see to it too," and he

went away.
So the night passed. The prisoners were forced to

remain dumb. They seemed stupefied and resigned.

Some prayed, but in low voices. As for myself, I did

not suflEer the anguish and the moral tortures so often

described in books and papers. I knew that I was

going to be shot—they had told us that often enough.

I was resigned. Such shocks are deadening. But I

suffered most because I knew that such a death would

make my relations and friends so unhappy. However,

I always retained my calmness and presence of mind.

(b35) b3
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Towards 3.30 a.m. a soldier brought me a mug of

very good black coffee. That made me think that the

Ihour was near. At 3.45 a.m. a captain came to me and
said, " Are you the burgomaster ? " I replied, " Yes."

I thought that he had come to conduct me to the place

of execution, I tried to get up, but a blow from a rifle

butt on my knees from one of the numerous soldiers

guarding me made me fall down. The officer kept
silence. After some seconds I spoke and repeated what
I have already said above, giving first information about
the prisoners from Warsage, then recalling what I had
done as burgomaster, and finally speaking of my personal

position. The officer listened to me coldly but atten-

tively, without uttering a word or making a gesture.

While I was speaking I noticed that the non-
commissioned ofiicer (Feldwebel ?), whose iatervention I

have already mentioned, was standing sideways 4 or 5
metres away and seeming to Hsten without allowing it

to appear.

When I had finished, and it lasted nearly a quarter

of an hour, the officer left me without saying one word
or making the smallest observation or the least sign. No
question was put to me. No accusation was formulated.
The non-commissioned ofl&cer disappeared too.

Twenty minutes after, the officer came back ; he
seemed to be in a slightly less chiUy mood. He bent
down and whispered in my ear that I should not be
shot, but taken as a prisoner into Germany ; and he
vanished anew.

A quarter of an hour had hardly gone by when he
returned, and said in a fairly amiable tone, " Mr. Burgo-
master, you are free."

I asked him if I could get up. He signed to me that
I might. I saluted and went away. It was then,
towards 5 a.m., that the horrible hanging began.

The frontier was less than 300 or 400 metres distant.

So I immediately entered kind and hospitable Holland,
and I am stiQ there, that is, since 5 a.m. of August 7th.

This is a detailed recital of events—cruel recollections
for an old man (I am in my 74th year) who has seen so
many worthy and innocent victims savagely martyred.

FERDINAND FLECHET.

P.S.—I have just heard that, in a field between Fouron-
le-Comte and Berneau, they have recently found
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the dead body of Monsieur Bruyere, burgomaster
of Berneau. I have already mentioned this gentle-

man, who was nearly 80 years old.

Second Statement.

I undertake to relate below the different events
which took place in the commune of Warsage (province
of Liege) between 11 p.m. of Monday, August 3rd, and
11 a.m. of Saturday, August 8th.

The facts which I shall mention are absolutely true.

1 have witnessed them and I almost fell a victim to the
abominable deeds of our barbarous enemies.

Monday, August Srd.—Towards 11 p.m. the Belgian
engineers blew up the bridge of Argenteau.

Tuesday, August Uh.—At 4 a.m. we heard a formid-
able report. From information which we got we found
it was the bridge of Vise being blown ud.

Towards 8 a.m. the burgomaster of Warsage, Monsieur
Ferdinand Flechet, went in the motor-car of the lawyer.
Monsieur Jacob, of Warsage, to the village of Berneau,
2 kilometres distant, where he found Lieutenant Baseus,
of the 2nd Belgian Lancers, with a few men. Monsieur
Flechet wanted to obtain information as to the situation,

and at the same time take, in agreement with that

officer, the steps reqiiired by the circumstances.

It was then that Monsieur Basens told the burgo-

master that the Germans had violated the national

territory that very morning at 5 o'clock, and that they
would most likely be at Warsage in the forenoon.

Monsieur Flechet got back to Warsage about 9.30 a.m.

The burgomaster immediately had a notice put up on
the outer wall of the town-hall, announcing the impend-

ing arrival of enemy troops, and exhorting the citizens

to keep calm.

The first German soldiers arrived in the village

coming from the direction of Aubel, towards 11 a.m. It

was a small troop of about 25 Saxon cavalry, led by an

officer.

These soldiers distributed the proclamation " To the

Belgian People," the text of which is reproduced in the

Sixth Eeport of the Commission of Enquiry.

The officer asked Monsieur Flechet, whom he had

summoned, why the King of the Belgians had declared

war on Germany, saying, moreover, that Germany had

(b36) b4
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iio grudge against Belgium, and that they were going:
" Direct nach Paris in acht Tagen."

During this conversation a German aeroplane was
flying over the village.

The troop went off in the direction of Vise.

One hour after, there arrived 100 armed cyclists,

followed by 50 large automobiles occupied and driven

by ofl&cers and soldiers. They aU had their weapons in

their hands, ready to shoot at the first alarm. Even
the chauflfeurs were driving with one hand, while they
held a revolver in the other.

From noon till 5 o'clock in the afternoon, squadrons
of Uhlans filed by without a break.

Towards 12.30 p.m. the motors returned. They
went, this time, towards Aix-la-Chapelle, filled with
wounded soldiers, for the Saxon cavalry which passed

through Warsage at 11 o'clock had been met with
musketry fire by the Belgian mounted civil guards
ambushed at Lixhe.

At 1 p.m. the fort of Barchon opened fire.

At 2 p.m. the Germans brought up at full speed their

77 millimetre field guns. These were followed soon
after by lorries carrying the material for pontoons.

Towards 5 p.m. the first foot soldiers made their

entry into the village.

Since the day that the Belgian army had been
mobilized, the national flag had floated over the town-
haU and on the church tower. A German oflSicer ordered
the burgomaster to lower them, saying that, if they did
not comply with this order, he would shoot them down.
Two soldiers were already aiming at the national emblems,
which Monsieur Flechet made haste to remove. In the
evening a Belgian aeroplane (a Farman) was flying

above. The Germans directed a galling fire on it,

principally from their machine-guns, but did not succeed
in hitting it.

Towards 8 p.m. 2 officers and 120 soldiers went to
the farm of La Moinerie where they spent the night.
The next morning, when they went away, they left there
some cartridges and a broken rifle.

AU during the night of August 4th-5th the passage
of troops and baggage continued vidthout interruption,
while the cannon were thundering from the direction of
Vise.

Wednesday, August 5th.—All the morning long, new
troops were passing through. Part of them went towards
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Vise by Bemeau, the others towards rouron-le-Comte
and towards Mouland, where the Germans had estab-
lished a camp.

Towards 10 a.m. my father, my cousins, and I went-
to the chateau of Winnerotte. This chateau is built on
a hiU about 325 feet high, from which we could see the
smoke of the cannon of Barchon, and the burning of
Navagne, and of the Temple farm, and of part of the
village of Berneau.

Towards 2 p.m. the village of Berneau was bom-
barded, and from the direction of this vUlage there
arrived at Warsage a baggage convoy of 100 men. This
convoy had been driven back from Vise by the Belgian
artUlery.

One of the officers, speaking most rudely to Monsieur
Flechet, told him that his soldiers had been fired on at
Bemeau, and if the same thing happened at Warsage
aU the men would be shot and the village burnt. Mon-
sieur Flechet then pointed out the notices which he had
had put up in the village and on the road, urging his

feUow-citizens to abstain from any demonstration. How-
ever, the German soldiers had arrested the farmer at

La Moinerie, Monsieur Smeets, who had been found
carrying German cartridges. Fraiilein Borgoms, who
had been in our family for several years, explained to

one of the officers that the cartridges found on Monsieur
Smeets had been left at his house by the soldiers who
had slept the night before at La Moinerie.

After a long discussion, the officer said that they
should send Monsieur Smeets to Cheratte as a prisoner,

and that they would decide his fate later on.

That evening, towards 8 o'clock, Monsieur Smeets
was set at liberty ; he hastened to cross into Holland.

During this time, another officer was requisitioning,

without payment, a great quantity of provisions. Just

then they also arrested the two brothers Andrien, who
had fled maddened from their viEage of Bemeau, where
the Germans had given themselves up to abominable

massacres. After having treated them brutally in a

vile way, the two brothers Andrien were taken as

prisoners to Germany. We learnt subsequently that one

of them had been condemned to two years' imprisonment

and the other to five years, by a court-martial.

At the same time as the brothers Andrien, the

Germans carried off Monsieur Bastin, the miller at

Bemeaii, The latter had been made prisoner at Bemeau.
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He had been wounded by a biillet in the shoulder, and
was accused of having fired on the soldiers. We were

told afterwards that Monsieur Bastin, brought up before

a court-martial, had been acquitted.

Towards 5 p.m. a German automobile brought from
Berneau to Warsage the Grenson-Bastin family. Madame
-<]rrenson had been hit in the thigh by a German bullet,

and her son, a lad of 11, had been wounded in the leg,

also by a German bullet. The next day, Madame
Grenson and her son were sent to the hospital at Maes-
tricht. Monsieur Grenson, with his brother-in-law, M.
Guillaume Bastin, went from Warsage to Berneau to

look for his fourth daughter, who he thought was dead.

At the moment when he was leaving one of the deserted

houses in the village in the course of his investigations

he was shot dead by a German soldier, who fired at his

forehead.

One of the German officers who was at Warsage
visited every house, seizing aU arms. He made a parcel

of fowling-pieces belonging to Messrs. Flechet and Jacob,
sealed the parcel and deposited it in the burgomaster's
attic. It was removed about a month after. We were
informed that, later on, the German officers stationed at

Warsage made use of these guns for shooting parties.

Towards 8 p.m. the army baggage convoy left the
village ; it came back again in two hours' time and

• stationed itself in the centre of the village tUl the next
-day.

Thursday, August Qth.—The morning was compara-
tively quiet. Towards 8 o'clock the baggage convoy
finally left Warsage. A Belgian aeroplane flew over the
village. The Red Cross was placed on the houses of

Messrs. Flechet and Jacob and on the parsonage.
The afternoon of this day was tragical. Towards

1.30 p.m. a terrible fusillade broke out on the Aubel road.
I was at that moment about 100 metres from the spot,
whence the shots started, together with Joseph Mathys,
who was acting as rural constable. We ran at full speed
to the burgomaster's house. Before going into the
<5eUar, where all the family except the burgomaster
-already was, I risked putting my head out at the door,
and I distinctly saw soldiers aiming at the windows and
roofs of the houses. After a few minutes of agonized
waiting in the cellar we heard firing in the covirtyard,
and soldiers rushed into the house caUing out : " Hier
Mt man geschossen " ("Someone has fired here").
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At that instant the burgomaster, who was in an
upstairs room, descended the stairs, and while my
cousin and I came out of the cellar to find out what was
going on, we saw that the German soldiers had arrested

Monsieur Flechet.

I spoke to one of the soldiers in German to find out
the cause of the arrest. He rephed :

" Man hat hier

geschossen" ("Someone has fired here.") I said that it

was false, and that it was, moreover, impossible, having
regard to the minute precautions which had been taken
both by the burgomaster and by the German officers

themselves. In addition I invited him to search the

house himself, which he refused to do. On going out he
examined the roof and told me to notice that there was
a broken tUe. Then he said, " You can see, there is

someone hidden up there." I said that tUe had been

broken . by the soldiers themselves when they fired on
the house.

During aU this time some soldiers were shooting at

the roofs of neighbouring houses, while others were

shouting :
" Man wird das game Dorf nieder reissen ;

man vnrd die Kerle alle nieder schiessen" (We are going

to raze the whole village ; we are going to shoot aU these

rascals.") Meantime, in the midst of the general uproar.

Monsieur Flechet, accompanied by an officer, assembled

in the village square all the inhabitants of the neigh-

bouring houses.

I then learnt for the first time that the soldiers had

fired because an officer had been killed on his horse, and

that they accused the inhabitants of the village of this

murder.

Fraiilein Borgoms and the lawyer Monsieur Julien

Dreze were at that moment talking to an officer and

trying to show him that it was materially impossible

that an inhabitant of the village could have caused his

colleague's death.

It must be noticed that no enquiry was made by the

German authority. But one point was established, in

particular by M. Flechet, the brother of the burgomaster

of Warsage, namely, that the bullet, which killed the

officer, was fired from below upwards. It penetrated

obliquely under the left eye and lodged in the right side

of the brain. The wound was small and round, and was

apparently made by a bullet from a weapon of war. A-

rapid post-mortem examination would have been enough^
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to show the nature of the bullet and so to fix the responsi-

bility. No investigation was held.

From the group of people collected together, the

military authorities chose at random 15 prisoners;

amongst them was the burgomaster, Monsieur Ferdinand
Flechet.

The whole battalion, conducting the above-named
prisoners, then left the village. The officers announced
that they would spare the vUlage, but that if a single

shot was fired they would shoot the 15 prisoners.

The Germans, however, did set on fire 7 houses on
the Aubel road.

They set on fire, besides, the farm of the Three
Chimneys, belonging to Monsieur Leon Jacob, and the

farmer. Monsieur Goflfart, wounded by a German buUet,

was burnt alive in the house.

The German troopers also burnt the barn of Ernotte,

and Monsieur Lebeau, who, after being wounded, had
taken refuge there, was also burnt alive.

Monsieur Desire Henssen, living at La Held, a hamlet
near Warsage, was struck by seven German bullets in

his leg. He was taken to the hospital at Maestricht.

The inhabitants of Warsage, after these horrible

scenes, left their homes and fled to Holland.
Then the German soldiers, who were left in the village,

gave themselves up to their customary pleasures ; theft,

piUage, destruction, drunkenness, &c.
We took shelter in the rectory, where we spent the

night.

Friday, August 1th.—Towards 7 a.m.. Monsieur Gueur-
den, one of the prisoners taken at Warsage and sent to
the camp of Mouland the evening before (under the
circumstances already related), who had been set free,

informed us that the burgomaster, Ferdinand Flechet,
was safe and sound in Holland.
Towards 8 a.m., we heard a fusillade coming from the

lower part of the village. We learnt that the soldiers had
shot M. Hardy, an old man of 80, who was standing
on his doorstep as they passed through. The bandits
set fire to this house too, as well as to neighbouring
houses. At the same time we saw the great farm of La
Moinerie burning.

This time the German bandits did not even allege
that they had been shot at.

The troops continued to pass through the village
without interruption. Towards 7 p.m. a regiment of
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the Death's Head Hussars arrived at Warsage ; 2,000
soldiers spent the night there, mostly in the stables of
M. Flechet and his brother.

At the house of M. Jacob, the notary, were Prince
Frederick Charles of Hesse, his adjutant. Count Jena,
a Count Wolff Metternich, a duke of Reisnitz, and M. von
Schmettau, as weU as several other officers.

The requisitions of the necessary provisions for feeding
these soldiers soon exhausted the slender resources of

the village.

The officers tried to calm our anguish and advised
us to stay in our own houses.

We explained to them that there were no more
provisions and that we feared that we should soon be
reduced to starvation. Then Count Jena gave us safe-

conducts permitting us to go to another country. Prince
Frederick Charles gave an order to the army to respect

our houses and gave up to us the necessary rooms.
Saturday, August 8th. At 3 a.m. the prince and his

suite left Warsage to go to Liege.

We decided to go away too, and we reached Holland.

At Eysden we learnt that M. Flechet was at Maes-
tricht.

*
* *

The horrors of Warsage, Monsieur le Ministre, were
repeated in a very large number of communes in the

province of Liege. The above statements may serve as

types. We have deemed it the more important to bring

them to your notice because the general report, which wiU
deal with the whole province of Liege, will necessarily

be much condensed, on account of the very great number
of communes concerned.

President.

COOREMAN.

Vice-President.

Count GOBLET D'ALVIELLA.

Secretaries.

Chevalier ERNST DE BUNSWYCK.

ORTS.
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SEVENTEENTH REPORT.

Massacres and Destruction oe Property in the
Provinces of Li£ge and Limbourg.

Le Havre, May 20th, 1915.

To Monsieur CARTON DE WIART,
Minister of Justice.

Monsieur le Ministre,

As you have been aware, since the first days of

hostilities, the German troops, who, on August 4th, 1914,

invaded Belgium, gave themselves up to every excess-

and to the worst forms of violence towards our civit

population, as soon as they came into conflict with the

resistance offered by our soldiers.

It is in consequence of these outrages, committed on
the 4th, 5th and 6th of August in the neighbourhood of

the Eastern frontier, and of the supreme contempt for

the principles of international law, that you have set

up the Commission of Inquiry.

Up to now sixteen reports have been addressed to

you. They have not followed the chronological order of

the events. The Commission wished to view in their

entirety the events which took place in a special district.

It has had since then to keep to the order in which these
events have been confirmed by its inquiries.

More than 600 depositions and declarations, collected

for the most part under oath, permit us to-day to address-
a report to you, although still very incomplete, as to the
excesses to which the German army gave itself up in the
provinces of Liege and Limbourg.

Before setting out, commune by commune, the sche-
dule of deeds connected with the enemy's occupation,
we think it useful to specially bring to your notice a
deposition by an inhabitant of Gemmenich, the first

Belgian locality invaded by the German army. It illus-

trates the state of mind of the troops which entered
Belgium. At the frontier, we have been assured, the
officers addressed the soldiers, telling them that the
outposts had been attacked by the people and ordering:
them to punish the villages mercilessly at the first shot.
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Men and officers were obsessed by the idea of an
attack by the civil population and were prepared for
bloody reprisals.*

It is hardly necessary to state that there have never
been any francs-tireurs in Belgium. In the provinces of
Liege and Limbourg, as in the other parts of the country,
the army only has met the invader. The people, obeying
the instructions of the civil authorities and the clergy,
have entirely abstained from any share in the war. All
witnesses are unanimous. No precise act has ever been
alleged, no regular sentence has ever been pronounced.
In its report of September 10th, 1914, the Commission
of Inquiry observes that, if isolated hostile actions had
occurred, there would have been nothing in them which
is not found in aU wars. But, it declared, in no case
could these individual acts of aggression, which have
been entirely exceptional, be adduced to justify the
general measures of repression, which have been directed
against the populations of our towns and viQages and
against their property, the shootings, the burnings, the

* The following letter, found on a German soldier, reflects the
same idea :

—

SchUswig, 25.8.14.

Dear Brother,
I have just got your address from Frederick, and I hope that

you will receive this letter in good time before your regiment leaves for

Brussels. If you have already started, they will certainly forward it.

As you know, I am attached to the lazaret here, and I shall stay

here a long while yet, perhaps always, although I should very much
like to go with a field ambulance as inspector. But I shall certainly,

stay here until the middle of September. You wiU soon go to Brussds
with your regiment, as you know. Be on your guard against civilians

especially in the villages. Don't let any of them come near you.

Fire without pity on anyone who approaches you too near. Those
Belgians are very tricky and artful fellows ; the women and children

are armed, too, and fire. Never go into a house, especially by
yourself. If you have a drink, make others drink first, and keep always

at a distance from them. The papers tell of many cases in which they

have fired on our soldiers while drinking. You soldiers ought to

•spread such terror around you that no civilian dare approach you.

Always keep together with others. I hope that you have read the

papers and that you know how to act. Above aU, shew no pity for

those brutes. Go for them mercilessly with your rifle butt and your

bayonet. You wiU have heard the news of the great victories. When
you get to Belgium our troops will most Ukely have already crossed

the Franco-Belgian frontier. And now look after yourself well. I

hope you will return home in good health. May aU go well with you.

Much love.

Your brother, Willi.
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plunderings which have taken place everywhere in

our country, not even under the guise of reprisals,,

but with veritable refinements of cruelty. As for the
women, we added, except according to a story from a
suspicious source, in a foreign paper, they had no other
thoughts than to escape the horrors of a war without
pity.

The above measures were aimed at the commune of

Herstal-lez-Liege, where, according to certain accounts
first published by the press of a neutral country, the popu-
lation opposed a fierce resistance to the march of the

German armies at the beginning of August, 1914.

The Commission has since learnt with certainty

that this account was entirely imaginary. Herstal has
not been the scene of any military repression, as no
fighting took place there.

At Argenteau and at Huy, to name only these places,

a summary inquiry by an officer conscious of his duty
was enough to show the emptiness of accusations emanat-
ing from soldiers panic-stricken or thirsting for plunder.

Besides, there is a decisive proof—^the outrages com-
mitted by the German troops on the civil population
took place entirely in the districts where patrols, military

cyclists' parties and the Allied armies met the enemy.
They were part of the system of terrorisation and of

intimidation bound up with the German idea of war.
They ceased when our armies went away and with them
the bulk of the enemy's forces.

Peovince of Li^ge.

It is the north of the province which has suffered
most. It is there that the Belgian army, defending the
position of Liege, caused its assailants the heaviest losses.

The south has been less devastated.
The numberless armies of Germany have invaded

the province by the road from Aix-la-Chapelle to Liege,
by the high road from Gemmenich to Vise, by the valley
of the Vesdre, by the road from Malmedy.

I.

—

The Right Bank of the Metjse.

1. Road from Aix-la-Chapelle to Liege.
This was the main road of the invasion.
A witness describes for us the ravages of the German

army.
" Henri-Chapelle, the first Belgian village on the

road from Aix-la-ChapeUe, has not suffered. It is perhaps
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owing to the circumstance that they talk German there.
But from there as far as Pleron, it seems as if the invaders
had meant, from the very first week, to make a desert
wherever they passed. Before getting to Battice, you
find on this road only isolated houses ; they are sacked
or burnt."

The village of Battice (3,179 inhabitants) was pillaged
and burnt on Thursday, August 6th, 1914, by the German
troops driven back in front of the forts.

Thirty-five persons, of whom three were women,
were put to death. Numerous inhabitants were wounded
with gun shots.

The village has been methodically set on fire ; the
church is destroyed; the neighbourhood of the station,
where the German troops were quartered, is the only
part spared. From Battice to Herve, most of the houses
have been reduced to ashes.

The town of Herve (4,682 inhabitants) has been
sacked.

On August 4th, 1914, towards 4 p.m., an automobile
containing German officers entered the town. Two men
named Dechene Dieudonne and Styne Gustave were on
the Malakoff bridge ; they were about to return home.
The occupants of the car hailed them. Without giving
them time to reply, they shot them down. Dechgne was
kUled and Styne seriously wounded.

Soon after the troops entered Herve. Hostages were
taken next day. Various serious incidents happened on
the following days. But it was not tUl Saturday, August
8th that the destruction of the town took place.

That day, towards 10 a.m., new troops coming from
Germany entered the town, shooting in aU directions

;

they set the station and the house of Madame Christophe
on fire. Madame Christophe and her daughter were suffo-

cated in their cellar. Madame Hendrickx, seeing the fire

gaining on her house, rushed into the street, a crucifix

in her hand, and was killed by gun shots.

The murders, incendiarism, and pillaging lasted several

days. Forty persons met their deaths. Several women
were amongst the victims, notably, Madame Chrisfcophe-

Diet, aged 47 years ; Mademoiselle Christophe, aged 20

;

Madame Hendrickx, aged 40 ; Madame GraUet, aged 50 ;

Mile, Lecloux, aged 51,

The town was completely pillaged, more than 300

houses were set on fire.
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From Herve to Micheroux by Bouxhe-Melen, a dis-

tance of 4 kilometres, 100 houses were burnt ; four or five

habitations only remain partially intact.
" This systematic destruction of small workmen's

cottages and little scattered farms, sometimes at some
distance from the road," a witness observes, " exhibits

a particularly odious temper. The incendiarism was
repeated each time, and the pretext of thereby punishing

an act of hostility would seem to be a more excuse, for

the guilty person could have been so easUy discovered

and punished personally.

But the material havoc is little in comparison with
the frightfiil hecatomb of peaceful inhabitants."

Bouxhe-Melen (1,545 inhabitants) has more than 80
victims. On August 5th, 1914, towards 3.30 a.m., the

Germans, entered the houses, killing the inhabitants

as they left them. On Saturday, August 8th, the

soldiers re-entering the village, drove the population into

a field and massacred them. Among the victims were
eight women and four httle girls of less than
thirteen years of age. A young girl of twenty was the
object of brutal action on the part of numerous soldiers

before being murdered. About forty inhabitants of

neighbouring villages, brought to Melen, were also

butchered there.

A large part of the village has been burnt down.
At Micheroux (667 inhabitants) incendiarism is the

exception. As examples of vandalism, however, we must
cite the destruction of the chapel, an isolated building,
and that of the village schools.

The soldiers entered the village during the night of
August 5th-6th ; they fired on the inhabitants, who fled.

Madame Gorres, a widow, wounded by two bullets in
the head, was killed. Her grandson, Pierre Gorres,
seven weeks old, torn by a soldier from the arms of the
person who was carrying him, was thrown to the ground.
His dead body was found next day.

The population, with their hands bound, was shut
up in the church of Flecher-Soumagne.

Soumagne, a village of 4,755 inhabitants, is situated
a little to the left of Micheroux. The houses which line
the road from Micheroux to Soumagne have been
destroyed.

The village itself has been partly burnt down.
On Tuesday, August 4th, five uhlan scouts arrived,

distributing proclamations.
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The next day numerous troops crossed the village to
attack the fort of Fleron. Repulsed by the fire of the
fort and by the Belgian army, the soldiers re-entered
Soumagne. " It is your brothers," they said, " who are
firmg on us from the fort of Fleron." They arrested the
inhabitants, assembled a great number of them in a
field called " le Fonds Leroy," and massacred them.
" It is a horrible detail," a Avitness reports to us—" the
assassins finished off the wounded and even set furiously
upon the dead bodies. A survivor who had fallen, pro-
tected by the other bodies in this way, received several
thrusts of a bayonet, two of them in the arm. He shewed
us the scars, which were clearly recognisable."

In the commune of Soumagne, another witness told us,
104 houses have been burnt. Of about 4,700 inhabitants
102 have disappeared. These persons were murdered on
August 5th, towards three o'clock in the afternoon, I
myself helped to bury them. Some of the victims were
shot, others were kiUed by bayonet thrusts ; some,
already wounded, were finished off with the bayonet.
These incidents occurred in consequence of the check to
the Germans before the fort of Fleron.*

On August 5th the soldiers gathered the inhabitants
of the surrounding districts into the church of Flecher-
Soumagne. On Thursday, August 6th, they picked out
the men, to the number of nearly three hundred, tied
them together in fours and made them march in front
of them, to pass between the forts of Fleron and Evegnee.
When they reached Liege, the prisoners were placed on
the bridges to prevent their destruction by the Belgian
artillery. Many were shut up for several weeks in the
dismantled fort of La Chartreuse.

The village of Fleron was partially burnt by the
Germans on August 13th.

II.—^RoAD FROM Gemmenich-Wabsage-Bbrneatj-

VlSE.

Road from Bbrneau to Jupillb.

Road from Bbrneait to Battice.

The German armies, here also, advanced pillaging,

sacking, burning, and massacring.

The following villages have been specially devastated

:

Fouron-Saint-Martin, Fouron-le-Comte, Warsage, Ber-
neau, Mouland, the town of Vise, between Gemmenich

* Note.—See in the Annex a list of the victims at Soumagne.
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and the Meuse ; the villages of Trembleur (Blegily) and
Julemont along the road from Battice to Bemeau ; the

villages of Barchon and of Salves, along the road from
Daeliiem to Jupille.

Our sixteenth report reproduces tvi^o statements

which relate in detail the way in which the German
soldiers behaved at Warsage.

Fouron-Saint-Martin (1,010 inhabitants). Twenty
houses have been burnt since August 6th, 1914 ; two
charred bodies were found in the ruins ; several persons

were shot, including men named Janssens, Guillaume,

Reumers and Henri Vaessen, killed at the moment when
he opened his door to the Germans, who knocked at it

towards midnight.
Fouron-le-Comte (1,238 inhabitants). Since the evening

of August 4th, the German soldiers have plundered several

houses. On August 5th hostages were taken. Twenty
houses have been burnt down. Most of the inhabitants

took refuge in Dutch territory.

Berneau (456 inhabitants). The German troops

marched past without a break the whole day long on
August 4th. During the night of the 4th and 5th an
exchange of shots took place between two German
patrols, a shell feU in the midst of the troops camped in

the middle of a field. The next day, August 5th, an officer

and some soldiers demanded wine in the house of an
inhabitant of the village. Soon after, a proclamation
was read to the soldiers. They shouted hurrah ! then set

fire to the houses and fired on the people who had taken
refuge in a neighbouring osier-bed, or who were running
away. Other people, who had sheltered in their cellars,

were shot down as they came out of them.
Nuie persons were murdered, including Mile. Louise

Andrien, M. Claessens and his son Joseph, M.
Hyacinthe Grenson, M. Hubert Kempeneers ; fifteen
were wounded; a large number were taken prisoners
into Germany. Everything was plundered. The village
was composed of 115 houses ; 42 or 43 remain standing,
and these have been entirely sacked.

Mouland (657 inhabitants). The German troops
reached Mouland on August 4th, towards mid-day, and
marched towards the Meuse. Being unable to cross the
river, they returned to the village and began to steal
and to drink. During the day of August 5th, two brothers
named Timmers were shot; some houses were burnt,
others were plundered.
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Vise (3,878 inhabitants). The town of Vise, a gay
little place, was built on the right bank of the Meuse,
between the Belgian village of Argenteau and the Dutch
village of Eysden. It was sacked and entirely destroyed.
On August 4th, about 2 p.m., the German troops coming
from Gemmenich by Warsage, Berneau and Mouland,
entered the city. The Belgian engineers had blown up
the bridge over the Meuse, and the second battalion of

the twelfth Hne regiment, which was defending the cross-

ings of the river, opened a brisk fire, from the left bank,
on the German troops debouching from Vise. This was
the first serious engagement of the campaign in Belgium.
Irritated by the resistance with which they were meeting,
the Germans forced the burgomaster of Vise to

requisition the inhabitants to raise the barricades erected

on the roads. The soldiers soon started to fire at random.
The 25th infantry regiment began the pillage of the

houses. Towards 4 o'clock an inhabitant of the neigh-

bouring village of RicheUe was kUled on the boulevard.

The shot was fired so near him that his head was blown
off. Louis Marquis was killed on the road ; two men
named Kinable and Tichon were shot near the ruined

bridge. In the evening the inhabitants were driven from
their houses and taken to the Market Square and the

Rue de la Fontaine. The dead bodies of M. Brouha
and his son, kUled by musket shots on the doorstep

of their house, were lying stretched on the pavement.

Jean Charlier was shot the same day, as well as a farm

labourer.

On August 6th, the troops set fire to some houses.

An inhabitant declares that he saw on the road leading to

Berneau thirty dead bodies, among which he recognised

those of M. Rion, the two brothers Pluckers, and the

two brothers Job, aU of Vise.

On August 10th, pretending that the church tower

formed a guiding point for the firing from the fort of

Pontisse, the Germans set fire to the church, a celebrated

building, recently restored, which to-day is nothing but

a heap of ruins. On August 11th, the Dean, M. Lem-

mens and M. Meurisse, a professor at the University

of Liege, and burgomaster of Vise, were taken as hostages.

A nun of German nationality, the Superior of the Convent

of the Sisters of Our Lady, was taken away with them.

On August 15th some inhabitants were forced to work

At building bridges over the Meuse.
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In the evening numerous troops descended upon Vise.

The soldiers were billeted in the locality. Many of them,

in a drunken condition, ran about the streets singing.

In the night a general fusillade broke out. With unheard
of brutality, the soldiers drove the inhabitants out of

their houses. Men, women, children, old men and invalids

were penned up like a flock of sheep in the station square.

The next morning, a contractor in the town, named
Duchesne, more than 70 years old, was tied to a tree

with his hands fastened behind his back. A platoon fired

three rounds at him without anyone knowing the reason

for the execution. His dead body was left in the square.

Henri RoujoUe was shot under similar conditions.

Some hours later, the men were drawn up on one side

and the women on the other. The women were given
permission to take refuge in Holland. Three hundred
to four hundred men were sent to Aix-la-Chapelle and
interned in the camp at Munster. Others were obhged
to carry out military works at Navagne.

Taking advantage of the absence of the inhabitants,

the soldiers plundered the houses, loading the booty
on waggons, which went off towards Germany. Then,
systematically, the soldiers, who were furnished with
reservoirs of benzine and hand pumps, sprinkled the
houses and set them on fire. They fanned the flames by
throwing incendiary pastilles on them.

The plundering and burning continued until the town
was entirely destroyed. Nothing was left of Vise but
the college of St. Adelin, built on a hUl overlooking the
town, some houses along the Mouland road, and the
hamlet of Souvre on the banks of the Meuse. Twenty-
eight people were murdered.

Argenteau (855 inhabitants). On August 5th, a certain
number of German soldiers repulsed at Barchon declared
that the people of Argenteau had fired on them. They
made the station-master, M. Matour, come out of
his house, together with some other persons who were
there, and threatened to shoot them. The commanding
officer finaUy consented to search the house. No weapons
were discovered. The prisoners were released. During
the inquiry several houses were ransacked.

Barchon (618 inhabitants). A witness gives evidence
in the following manner of the incidents which took place
in this commune :

—

" From the 14th to the 15th of August, a large troop
of German soldiers belongmg to various branches of the
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Service, among whom were men from the 65th and 165th
infantry regiments, came to camp in the commune. As
eoon as they arrived, they plundered the cellars of Gar9on
Delsupesche, the wine merchant. At the spot c^Ued
' Aux Communes' there must have been a fearful butchery,
for I saw there the dead bodies of Gerard Melotte, aged
35 years, killed on his own threshold ; Henri Rensonnet,
with his mother, Madame Ida Rensonnet ; Jean Denis
Labeye ; the family Renier Lens, consisting of the father,

the son Oliver and the daughter, Therese ; the married
couple Flamand Lens, the water baihfE and his wife. I

learnt that aU were kUled by German bullets on the night
of August 14th-15th, without any provocation on their

part. The general feeling is that this butchery took place

because of the resistance of the fort,

" That same night the Germans took fifty prisoners,

of whom I was one. While they were taking us to

JupiUe, the soldiers made three fresh victims, Joseph
and Matthew Labeille and Armand Perrick—if, at least,

we beHeve people who declare they saw them.
" As for us, they carried us off, a rope round our

necks and our hands tied behind our backs, striking me
at the same time with the end of their rifles. Some
were bound on motor lorries ; others, among whom I was,

had to foUow the cannon on foot at racing speed.

" It was that same evening that aU Barchon was burnt

except for a few houses."

The witness affirms that before burning the houses

the soldiers gave themselves up to plunder. He assures

us that 27 men, women and children were put to death.

Salves (1,560 inhabitants). On August 13th and the

following days, the Germans burnt several houses. They
shot some men named Charher, VieUvoie, Dehiooz and
Mordant. Other inhabitants were woimded.

Julemont (284 inhabitants). Between Berneau and
Battice, the little village of Julemont was entirely

destroyed, including the church ; one house only was left.

Trembleur (2,290 inhabitants). The hamlet of Blegny

was completely wiped out. On August 6th, the German
soldiery, driven back by the forts, re-entered Battice,

carrying with them about 150 inhabitants of Blegny.

They shot a great many of them at once. The Abb6
Labeye, cure of Blegny, and the burgomaster of the village

were shot in front of the church, which was afterwards

set on fire.
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in.

—

Malm^dy Road. The Valley of the Vesdre.

The Heights above the Left Bank of the Vesdre.

FrancorcTiamps ( 1,050 inhabitants). The German
troops, coming from Malmedy, reached Francorchamps
on August 4th, at 9.30 a.m. They filed past for several

days through this httle village, inhabited at this time of

year by numerous visitors. On Saturday, August 8th,

towards 8 a.m., some cannon, some cavalry, and some
troops of infantry stopped on the hiQ at the cross-roads

on the Malmedy Road and remained there about three-

quarters of an hour. The people gave the soldiers water
and food.

Towards 8.30 a.m. a shot rang out, seeming to come
from the railway embankment beside the road. It was
followed by two other shots, and then by a terrible fusil-

lade, as we learn from a witness, a barrister practising in

one of our Courts of Appeal, who was present throughout.
" The troops went on the road towards the vOlage

and kept up a ceaseless fire on the houses and the flying,

distracted people until they had passed through the
hamlet."

They sacked and burnt villas and other houses.
Twelve people were shot. They were M. Laude,

a lawyer at the Brussels Court of Appeal ; M. Dar-
chambeau, his brother-in-law ; Madame Bovy, more than
60 years old ; Madame Colombi ; Mons. Darlet, a retired

station-master, 70 years of age ; a woman of 72, known as
" Old Catherine " ; M. Noel, of more than 70 ; Isidore
Tricot, 40 years old ; Berwette, 18 years ; a working mason
from Moulin-de-Ruy ; Ernest Ziant, aged 38 ; Casimir
Depouhon, 6 years old.

Three people were seriously wounded, among others
Mile. Femande Legrand, 20 years old. The witness
describes for us the conditions under which Messrs.
Laude and Darchambeau perished.

" M. Laude and his family had gone down into
the cellar of the villa as soon as the fusillade began.
After a few minutes, the soldiers knocked violently
at the door. M. Laude and his brother-in-law, M.
Darchambeau, came up from the cellar and opened the
door. The soldiers rushed into the house and shot M.
Laude, while M. Darchambeau went back into the
cellar to his wife, his sister and his nephews.

" The soldiers, after having sacked the house, set
it on fire. The fusillade stopped, and Madame Laude^
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who did not know that her husband had been killed,

called for help through the vent-hole of the coal cellar.

Some soldiers and a young officer came up. They helped
the women and children out of their dangerous position,
but fired on M. Darchambeau, who, wounded, asked
for mercy. The women in vain entreated the officer to
prevent another unjustified and unjustifiable murder.
This young officer, of barely 22, in front of the women
and children, aimed his revolver at M. Darchambeau'

s

head and killed him."
The commune of Francorchamps was given over to

pillage for several days.
The cure of Hockai was killed.

In the valley of the Vesdre, Dolhain (Limbourg) was
sacked during the night of August 8th-9th. Twenty-
eight houses were burnt ; several persons were killed by
the soldiers, who made the people come out of their

houses and aimed at them at random.
There were also burnings and shootings at Baelen

(2,000 inhabitants), a frontier town near Dolhain.
On the right bank of the Vesdre, Gornesse (2,034

inhabitants) was sacked on Wednesday, August 12th.

Early in the morning, before going away, the Germans
set on fire the vicarage, the communal school, and a
farm. They shot the burgomaster and carried off a large

number of men, whom they released after threatening
to shoot them several times, and holding mock executions.

The villages of Foret, Olne and Soiron are among those
which have suffered most severely.

On Tuesday, August 5th, towards 8 a.m., the German
troops arrived at Foret (4,200 inhabitants). Thirty-six

Belgian soldiers, who had spent the night at the Delva«x
farm, retired firing in their direction.

On their entrance into the vUlage, the German soldiers

set the Delvaux farm on fire. They shot on the spot two
of the farmer's sons, and they drove in front of themselves
the farmer and two other sons to protect themselves
from an attack by the Belgian army.

A little further on, a man named Jules Souris, who
was leaving a house, was seized and shot at once.

From the gable of the village school was waving the

national flag. The master, M. Rongy, had taken refuge

in the cellar with his family, and some neighbours. The
soldiers rushed into the house ; they made the men come
out (there were four of them) and took them away, after

having obliged M. Rongy to trample underfoot the
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national flag which they tore down. At a Httle distance

from the vUlage, on the road to Olne, three of them,

M. Rongy, M. A. Brixho, of 16, and M. Joseph Matz,

23 years old, were shot. The fom^h was released with

no explanaltions.

During this time the soldiers had spread over the

vUlage, breaking in doors and windows, ransacking the

chateau belonging to the Misses Fabribeckers, and setting

fire to the Windar farm.

They called the people together, separated the men
from the women, dragged the former out of the village,

made a pretence of executing them, and finally set the

greater part of them free.

They carried ofi the cure, M. Chabot, Jean Matz,

Frangois TriUet, Josephy Crahay, Andre Crahay, M.
Picquereau, Paul Baflly and four other persons.

When they reached the high ground outside the

vUlage, they set up their batteries and made the civilians^

stand near the guns exposed to the fire of the forts.

The Germans retired soon after on Olne. In the evening,

wishing to revenge themselves (so it seenis) for the losses

they had suffered, they began to 01-treat the poor crea-

tures they had taken off. M. Picquereau, 70 years

old, was hit on the head with a rifle. He collapsed in the

ditch by the road, where he remained unconscious. The
following night he succeeded in spite of much suffering in
getting back to the village. Jean Matz, Andre Crahay and
Paul Baflly were shot dead ; the martyrdom of the other

hostages continued till the next morning. The bodies of
M. Chabot, the cure, of the elder Crahay,and of EmileAncion
were found at Bouny, in the commune of Romsee, hardly
recognisable.

Olne (2,761 inhabitants). During the day of August
5th, 1914, the Germans made four victims. The vicar,.

M. Pensonnet, and the communal secretary, M.
Fondenir, were discovered in the latter's house. As they
lifted a window curtain to see the troops pass, they were
torn from the house, dragged out of the village, and
shot. Farmer Chaineux, who was leaving his house, and
young Nizet, who went too near the cannon, were shot
dead.

In the evening of August 5th-6th, before assaulting
the forts of Fleron and Chaudfontaine, the Germans
burnt the house of Madame Desonay, a paralysed widow,,
who was kUled, as well as her daughter Josephine. They
dragged from the house the schoolmaster Warnier and
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his family. The house was burnt at once and M.
Warmer shot before the eyes of his wife. " A few paces
oflf, his two young daughters, two brave teachers, were
cowardly shot in the back. The elder, whose head had
been only grazed by the bullet, recovered consciousness
in the ditch beside the road. A dead body was weighing
upon her—^it was that of her sister, who had been killed
on the spot by a buUet in her neck. The survivor
remained there, motionless, until the last soldiers had
gone. Then she heard one of her brothers in the throes
of death a httle way off. The spirited girl only found
out later on that her left arm was broken in two places,
that she had a wound in her head and bruises aU over
her body. Subsequently she found her mother and her
little sister. Her father, her sister of 18, and her two
brothers of 18 and 16 (one of whom was employed at the
Registry Office and the other a pupil at the high school)
were lying stretched on the road with two other inhabitants
of Faiveu and three victims from Foret. AU the houses
in the neighbourhood were in ashes."

Numerous inhabitants of the hamlets of Ayeneux and
Riessonsard were arrested while the troops were attacking
the Belgian Hnes, guarding the ground between the forts

of Fleron and Chaudfontaine. Driven off with heavy
losses, the Germans, in their retreat, completely burnt
the hamlet of Riessonsard and killed most of the unfor-

tunate people who had been detained as hostages. Forty-
one dead bodies were found there and buried in the
cemetery at Saint Hadelin (Olne).

Nine other persons were murdered the same day in

other parts of the village.*

Soiron (594 inhabitants). The German troops, coming
from Verviers, stopped at Soiron in the evening of August
4th.

During the night of the 4th-5th, a sharp fusillade

broke out in the courtyard of the chateau, where many
soldiers were encamped. Seized with panic, the men
fired on one another. A captain, a non-commissioned
officer and thirteen soldiers were killed; forty soldiers

were wounded. The next day, declaring that a civilian

had fired on a sentinel during the night, which is untrue,

the Germans kUled with bayonets the gamekeeper and
the two porters of the chateau.

*NoTE.—See Annex II. for list of victims of the massacres

at Olne.
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On the high ground on the left bank of the Vesdre^

the village of Louveigne (1,935 inhabitants) is in ruins.

It has been completely pillaged and a great part of it

set on fire. One hundred and fifty houses have been

burnt. Hardly any dwellings are left standing. A number
of men were shut up in a forge, then after some hours

the Germans drove them into the country.

" In other words," reports an eye-witness, " they
opened the door of the cage, as at a pigeon shooting

match. The sportsmen waited and knocked down as

many of them as they could ; seventeen fell to rise no
more."

From the whole village thirty inhabitants have dis-

disappeared, some women and children among them.

Sprimont (4,466 inhabitants) has suffered heavily.

A great many houses in the hamlet of Lirice have been
burnt down. Many of the inhabitants have been mur-
dered, M. Pirmez, the owner of the chateau, and his

son, were killed on the threshold of the castle, as they
were endeavouring to respond to the requisitions made
upon them.

Further on, on the river Ourthe, Esneux and Poulseur
have gone through much. Esneux (3,725 inhabitants)

was invaded by the Germans during the night of August
5th-6th. They set on fire twenty .houses in the Brussels
road, the Montefiore Avenue, the Martin road, and in

the hamlet of Strivay. Several inhabited villas were
completely pillaged. The furniture was sent to Germany,

At the Belle Vue Hotel near the bridge, three Belgian
soldier prisoners and seven civilians were shot.

Many of the inhabitants were made prisoners and
taken to Plainevaux, from where the assault on the
BonceUes fort took place. They were released next day.

During the same night, Poulseur (1,286 inhabitants)
was mostly burnt down. Pillage was universal. About
twenty people were killed. Others were sent into
Germany.

At the south-west corner of the province, the town of
Huy (14,428 inhabitants) only just escaped the fate of
Andenne and of Dinant. Twenty-eight houses were
burnt; an inhabitant, found carrying a revolver, was
hanged. A witness sends us the following report of

^ the incidents which took place in this town on August
24th :— ^

" Towards ten o'clock, having only just gone to bed.
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I heard five or six shots from the viaduct. I thought it

was the French attacking the Germans.
" A hail of bullets entered the room where I was.

I sent my daughter and my servant into the cellar. The
shots continued. Blows from a musket re-echoed on my
door. I was preparing to open it when the door was
forced. Four or five soldiers dragged me to the wall
opposite my house. Four or five hundred soldiers, who
seemed to be afraid of each other, were firing in aU direc-

tions. Then they set my house and the neighbouring
ones on fire. Anxious about what would happen to my
little girl and to my servant, I begged the officers to
allow me to save them. They refused brutally, while
the soldiers insulted me, and hammered my feet with
their muskets."

This witness has related to us how, in consequence
of the intervention of a German officer, to whom he had
rendered a slight service the evening before, he was able

to look for his daughter and the servant about midnight.
They had succeeded in escaping from the fire and had
taken refage in the little garden. Here, as in the other
places where the same sort of thing happened, the
German soldiers declared that the civilians had fired

on them. The order of the day, here quoted, emanating
from a German officer, gives the reply to this accusation.

" Last night, a fusillade took place. It has not been
.proved that the inhabitants of the town had any arms
left amongst them. It is not proved either that the
people took part in the firing ; on the contrary, according
to aU appearances, the sol(fiers were under the influence

of drink and began to fire through incomprehensible fear

of an enemy attack. The behaviour of the soldiers

during the night has made a shameful impression, with
very few exceptions. It is in the highest degree regret-

table when officers or non-commissioned officers set fire

to houses without permission or the order of the com-
manding officer, or, as in this case, of the senior officer

;

or when they encourage the troops by their attitude to

bum and to plunder.
" I forbid shooting in the town without the order of

an officer.
" The regrettable behaviour of the troops has resulted

in a non-commissioned officer and a soldier being seriously

wounded by German ammunition."

The Commanding Officer,

Von Bassewitz, Major*
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II.

—

Town of Liege.

As soon as they entered Liege, the Germans seized

the cash of the National Bank of Belgium, a private

company. This cash amounted to four million francs.

Finding in the bank a number of five franc notes, of

a total value of 400,000 francs, but which had not yet

been signed, they went to the bank's printer and forced

him to print the signatures on them. Then they circulated

the notes.

On August 15th, 1914, the standing committee of the

provincial council of Liege was informed by the military

governor, General Kolewe, that a war contribution of

50 million francs had been imposed upon the province of

Liege, 10 millions to be paid every 14 days. The standing

committee declaring itself incapable of meeting such
demands, Messrs. Laboulle and Gregoire, permanent
members of the committee, were thereupon seized by
the military governor and were kept in solitary con-

finement for two days.

On Wednesday, August 19th, the German authorities

threatened to levy the war contribution themselves by
seizing the cash in the private banks, which the town
would have to repay by a loan.

On Friday, August 21st, the Germans took an inven-
tory of the cash at the banks. At Liege, the cash amounted
to at least six miUions ; the Germans took the half of

it, say, 2,900,000 francs. They found at Huy only 20,000
francs, which they doubtless considered not worth the
trouble of carrying off. They seized at Verviers 975,000
francs in four banks.

During the night of August 20th-21st, under the
pretext that civilians had fired on them, which is con-
tradicted by the facts, the German soldiers set fire to
the Quai des Pecheurs and to the Place de I'Universite.
They fired at the people who tried to leave the flaming
houses. Seventeen persons were killed. On August 21st,
160 hostages from the Eue de Pitteurs were detained.
After many applications from the communal adminis-
tration, about a hundred were set free.

III.—Left Bank of the Mexjse.

A number of communes, situated more particularly
to the north of the forts and specially of Fort Pontisse,
were devastated. Among them are the villages of
Haccourt, Lixhe, Heure-le-Romain, Hermee and Viveg-
nies.
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Haccourt (2,682 inhabitants). The German troops,

coining from Vise crossed the Meuse at Navagne, where
they had thrown a bridge over the river. For several

days they marched through Haccourt without com-
mitting any serious excesses.

On August 17th, the soldiers searched aU the houses.

After they had gone, the inhabitants established the

disappearance of quantities of things, watches, mer-
chandise, &c.

On Tuesday, August 18th, towards 7.30, the Germans
declared that an old farmer, Colson, of Hallembaye, a
hamlet of Haccourt, had killed or wounded a German
horse. The Germans, refusing to make any investigation,

and paying no attention to the denials of the unfortunate
man, set the farm on fire. The farmer, his son and his

daughter-in-law were able to escape. The farmer, aged 70,

hid in a hayrick near the farm ; he died a few days later.

(His son and daughter-in-law sought shelter in HoUand.)
Then the Germans burnt the hamlet of Hallembaye,
firing on the people as they fled. A man was hanged on
a tree beside the canal between Liege and Maestricht. :§$\

The parish cure, M. I'Abbe Thielen, was killed

just as he was entering the chapel to remove the Holy
Sacrament, which had been left there. His body was
found on the doorstep of the chapel, pierced by a thrust

from a bayonet near the heart.

The hamlet of Hallembaye was almost completely
destroyed. Sixteen persons were murdered, among them
several women—Jeanne Staessen, Madame Maria Leblanc,

a woman whose identity has not been ascertained, and
Jeanne Steven.

Lixhe (1,012 inhabitants). On August 18th, some
Uhlans, coming from Wonck, a httle village situated on
the Limbourg side of the valley of the Geer, brought to

Lixhe farmer Rombroek, his servant and a young boy.

The servant had a wound at the back of his head ; the

little boy had a bleeding jaw. An officer held a

semblance of an inquiry upon them, after which all

three were executed.

Heure-le-Romain (1,612 inhabitants). Until August
15th, the German troops who passed through the village

behaved properly. In the afternoon of August 15th,

new troops arrived in the commune. The soldiers searched

the houses and emptied the cellars. In the night, towards

10.30, shots were fired by some soldiers in the c6urt-



64 KEPOKTS ON THE VIOLATION

yard of a farm. Next morning, most of the people were

shut up in the church, where they remained without food

till next day.
On the platform outside the church, a machine-gun

battery was set up, and four farm labourers were placed

in front of it. The soldiers made a pretence of executing

them.
The cure of the parish, the Abbe Janssen, and M.

Leonard, the brother of the burgomaster, were led behind

the church, tied together, and shot.

During the days of August 16th, 17th and 18th, the

soldiers gave themselves up to plundering. They burnt

many houses and fired on the inhabitants. Seventy-two

houses were entirely burnt to the ground. Twenty-seven
persons were killed, of whom several were women and
children, including Madame Franyois DeLfontaine, Madame
Rousseau, Madame Jean Philippe Tasset and her son

of five months, Marie Lhoest and Jean Frenet, twelve

years old.

Hermee (1,343 inhabitants). A witness, whose state-

ment is corroborated by several depositions, narrates

in the following terms the events which took place at

Hermee. " On August 5th and 6th, towards 4 a.m., the

German soldiers shot a number of persons. I know twelve

of them. I saw their dead bodies after the troops had
passed through. There were some who showed the marks
of bullets, others who had their skulls blown away, and
some had been tied to trees and shot. Among them I

saw M. Nicholas Humblet and his son William, green-

grocers at Hermee ; Jules Ghays, a farmer at Hermee

;

Ulric Ghays, miller, his nephew ; Jean Verdin, a day
labourer ; Joseph Lhoest, the baker ; Matthew Matray,
the gunsmith ; and others whose names I do not recollect

at the moment. I may add that altogether 146 houses
and farms were burnt on two different occasions out
of 225."

Vivegnis (2,311 inhabitants). The population has been
driven out of the village. During that time the commune
was plundered and many houses were burnt. A witness
recounts to us the circumstances under which his family
was murdered on August 13th.

" We went into our bedrooms at the approach of

the enemy, who was shooting capriciously in all

directions. My father-in-law, thinking that the soldiers
would try to get into our house, went to open the door
to them. He had only time to utter a single word when he
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fell lifeless under their rain of bullets. They then came
further into our house and kept on shooting. My mother-
in-law, my wife, my brother-in-law, his wife, and son
were all in a small room at the back of the house. Although
my brother-in-law and I had placed ourselves at the door
of the room, with our arms held up, the soldiers kept on
firing and riddled my brother-in-law with bullets at my
side."

Fexhe-Slins (1,088 inhabitants). The German soldiers

encamped in the village for the night of August 15th-16th.
They shot in the hamlet of TiHce two miners, Joseph
Jamar and his son. In the centre of the village, Albert
Petit]ean, a hatter's workman, was killed.

To the south of the town of Liege, the commune of

Fltmalle-Grande was invaded on August 16th, 1914, by
a band of soldiers. They drove the people brutally out
of their houses, broke open and ransacked pieces of furni-

ture, plundered and stole. Then, with blows of their

muskets, they pushed nearly 400 men against a wall in

the hamlet of Profondval and made them stand there

motionless, their hands in the air, under the threat of a
fusillade. At the smallest gesture of weariness, blows
were rained down.

Meanwhile, other soldiers sprinkled the walls with
inflammable liquids, threw chemical powders or pastilles

into the rooms, and lit the fires in many places in the

village, which completely destroyed twenty houses.

These scenes of brutality, of robbery and of incendiarism

lasted till 11.30 a.m.

Towards 9.30 on the same day in the Princes Road,
M. R. Pirotte left his house, which he closed, to flee

with his young wife and child. He was hardly half a

dozen yards from his house when a German soldier split

open his head with a sword cut, while others threw them-

selves upon him, pierced him with their bayonets, and
broke his limbs with blows from their muskets. The
poor man was still breathing when the soldiers took away
his watch and chain and his money.

Province of Limbourg.
Of all the Belgian provinces, that of Limbourg seems

to have suffered least. If we except the south-west ex-

tremity, where the battle of Haelen took place, Lim-

bourg has been outside the most important military

operations.

But here, while the population has not, as in other

provinces, suffered from such horrors as burnings and

(b35)
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murders, it has been overwhelmed vi^ith requisitions of

every kind. During the early months of the invasion, it

lived under a veritable reign of terror.

Moreover, the inhabitants of the villages, near which
the Belgian patrols and columns advanced to meet the

enemy, were the object of " German reprisals." In
this way the villages of Lanaeken and Bilsen were
in part destroyed by the Germans.*

At Heers, three men were kiUed on August 16th.

Towards 3.30 p.m., the Germans drove the people out
of their houses. They made them walk about the village

for an hour, with their arms raised. Then a captain of

Uhlans chose three men at random and took them oflE.

At a few kilometres distance from the commune, they
were shot beside the road.

At Cannes, the Germans murdered Madame Poswick,
wife of the burgomaster of the village, and M. Derricks,

an advocate in the Court of Appeal. A vsdtness relates

the circumstances under which this double murder took
place.

" On August 18th I was at the house of the burgo-
master, M. Poswick. Towards 10.30 p.m., we aU took
shelter in the cellar, from which we Ustened to a brisk

fusillade in the road.
" Soldiers were firing in all directions, so much so

that, having gone upstairs, bullets feU at my feet. At
one moment a violent pealing of the bell resounded at the
entrance door, on which soldiers were knocking vidth

the butt end of their rifles. M. Poswick's servant
half opened the door, then closed it again on their

assurance that they would not fire upon them.
"Madame Poswick and M. Derricks came into the

corridor, when, aU at once, soldiers rushed in at the back
door. With no provocation and without even permitting
any explanation, one of them fired a shot which struck
Madame Poswick near the eye. M. Jean Derricks,
who was carrying in his arms his youngest child of four
and a half, was run through the breast with a bayonet.
The poor child's life was spared only, thanks to his father's
putting it on one side instinctively. I desire again
solemnly to state that these horrible deeds, which
constitute an undeniable crime, were unprovoked by any
of the people, who were in the house, or by those outside."

See Report 15.
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At Hasselt the Germans, as soon as they arrived on
August 12th, 1914, seized the cash at the Belgian National
Bank, amounting to 2,075,000 francs.

The town of Tongres was sacked on August 18th.
Towards 9 p.m. the Germans began to fire on the houses,
killing ten people.

Then they summoned the inhabitants indiscriminately
to evacuate the town, announcing that they were going
to bombard it. In haste, mothers awoke their children.
Sick people were obHged to get out of their beds, and
there was a maddened flight into the country. The
10,000 inhabitants of Tongres had to crowd into the
houses along the roads surrounding the town, or to sleep
out of doors in the fields. A sick man feU dead at the
town gates. Under the eyes of his wife and daughter,
the Germans dug a grave at the foot of a bridge and
buried him immediately.

The town having been evacuated, the soldiery set
fire to the houses near the station, broke many panes of

glass, robbed the shops, stole pictures, sUver-plate, etc.,

which they spread on the pavements to pile them up
afterwards on carts. The museum of M. Huybrigts,
with all his archaeological and historical collections, his

pictures and his medals, was entirely destroyed.

On August 20th, in the afternoon, the population was
allowed to return and was exposed to the worst annoy-
ances and outrages.

*
* *

Such, Monsieur le Ministre, is the very incomplete
report of the disasters caused by the German invasion in

the two provinces of Liege andLimbourg. Many incidents,

insufficiently established, have been passed over in silence.

Many communes, our information concerning which did

not appear to us to be sufficiently precise, have not been
mentioned in this report. Such as it is, it will enable you
to appreciate what peaceable people, delivered up to the

destructive passions of the German troops, have endured.

Everyone will, without doubt, confirm the opinion

which was recorded by a German non-commissioned
officer of the 46th regiment of the Reserves on October
15th, 1914, in his field notebook :

—

" This way of making war is purely barbarous. . . .

On every occasion and under no matter what pretext,

(b35) c 2
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there is incendiarism and pillage. But God is justjand

sees all : His mill grinds slowly, but it grinds exceeding

small."*

President.

COOREMAN.

Vice-President.

Count GOBLET D'ALVIELLA.

The Secretaries.

Chev. ERNST DE BUNSWYCK,

ORTS.

ANNEX No. 1.

List of Persons Executed August 5th, at Soumagne.

Nicolas Rotheuth, 65 years of age, married ; Salomon
Debois, 20 years, single ; Jean Gerard, 42 years id.

;

J. B. Dubois, 35 years, id. ; J. B. Pauquay, 56 years,

married ; Daniel Califice, 56 years, id. ; four others
unknown ; Jean Peltzer, 49 years, married ; Nicolas
Pirard, 54 years, id. ; J. H. Lardinois, 38 years, single

;

Henri Neuray, 72 years, married ; Simon Derkenne, 40
years, married ; Laurent Coonen, 30 years, single \.

Baudouin Gilles, 54 years, married ; Anna Kremer, 13
years ; Fernand Defrecheux, 29 years, chemist at Miche-
roux ; Marcel Kremer, 10J months ; one unknown

;

Nicolas Trillet, 17 years, single ; Jean Pierard, 69 years,
married ; Jacques Rotheux, 34 years, id. ; Joseph Carre,
39 years, id. ; Charles Ackermans, 27 years, id, ; Hubert
Schyns, 54 years, smgle ; Jean Gromen, 29 years, mar-
ried ; Jongen, 60 years, id. ; Mathieu Garray, 37 years,
id. ; Jean Decortis, 32 years, id. ; Mathieu Dubois, 39
years, id. ; Jean Polus, 38 years, married ; Guillaume
Eruchs, 51 years, id. ; Jules Collard, 33 years, single

;

Cornells Erkelens, 32 years, married; Louis Raede-
maker, 68 years, id. ; P. Becker, 17 years, single ; L.

*Comment I'Allemdgne essaie de jusUfier ses crimes—Librairie
Annand Colin, p. 46 (How Germany attempts to Justify her Crimes).

See also Les Violations des his de la guerre par I'Allemagne Berger-
Levrault, editors (Germany's Violations of the Laws of War).
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Renier, 19 years, id. ; V. Kremer, 54 years, married

;

Ch. Deflandre, 62 years, single ; J. Lejeune, 34 years

;

J. Gerardy, 65 years, married ; M. Xeneumont, 34 years
;

Bartholome Xeneumont, 72 years, married ; J. Dubois,
61 years, single ; H. Mies, 56 years ; J. Koch, 27 years,
single ; H. Lejeune, 30 years, married ; an unknown

;

Paul Debois, 23 years, single ; Thomas Debois, 54 years,
married ; Andre Lefin, 48 years, id. ; Victor Dubois, 75
years, id. ; Franyois Masson, 32 years, id. ; Jules Kopa,
37 years, id. ; Leonard Knops, 29 years, single ; J. H.
Breneur, 20 years, id. ; Pascal Pirard, 56 years, single

;

Pascal Brayen, 40 years, married ; B. Degueldre, 69 years,

id. ; Jean Vossen, 64 years, id. ; J. C. Lardinois, 22 years,

single ; T. Vanurddigen, 40 years, married ; Armand
Mathieu, 3 years ; Gilles Dolne, 47 years, single ; Laurent
Lejeune, 43 years, married ; Arnold Trillet, 50 years,

married, town councillor ; Charles Pierard, 23 years,

single ; Jules Neuret, 48 years, married, market gardener
;

Lehance, 31 years, married ; Leon Jerome, 28 years, id.
;

Jacques Denoel, 19 years, single ; Henri Pauly, 47 years,

married ; Jean Bettenhausen, 45 years, id. ; Jean
Houterbein, 29 years, single ; Hubert Garray, 73 years,

married ; T. Dedoyard, 49 years, id. ; Adolphe Fays, 41

years, id. ; Mathieu Xheneumont, 36 years, single

;

Pierre Germay, 19 years, single ; Jacques Charlier, 24

years, id. ; Nicolas Raedemaker, 28 years, single ; Hubert
Dubois, 45 years, married ; J. Becker, 49 years, married ;

N. Kremer, 18 years, single ; an unknown ; P. Koch, 25

years ; Mathieu Gerard, 33 years ; GiUes Mawet, 28

years, single ; ComeiUe Daniel, 48 years, married ; G.

Pevet, 63 years, id. ; J. Wisselet, 43 years, id. ; F. Renier,

40 years ; G. Pevet, 29 years ; T. Debois, 39 years,

married.
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ANNEX No. 2.

PARISH OF SAINT-HADELIN (OLNE).*

A Solemn Service held on Monday, 9th November, at
10.30 o'clock,

In Memory of the Victims of the Massacre of August 5th
AND 6th, in the Parish of Saint-Hadelin.

Jean Naval, Georges Delrez, Madame Desonay, widow, Jose-

phine Desonay, Victor Warmer, senior, Victor Wamier, junior,

NeUy Warmer, Edgard Wamier, of Saint-Hadelin.

Jean Matz, Andr6 Crahay and Paul BaiUy, of ForSt.

All Killed, August 5th, on the Faweu.

Jean Wilmot, Laurent Gillet, Jacques Rahier, Denis Naval,

Jean Naval, Jacques Magnet, Henri Magnet, Pierre Dewandre,
Julien Dewandre, Henri Dewandre, Joseph Delsaute, Jacques
Germay, Guillaume Leclerq, Jean Legraud, Noel Grand'ry,

Joseph Grand'ry, L6onard Grand'ry, Augustin S6quaris, Pierre

Dethier, Paul Dethier, L6onard Lamarche, F61icien Bceur,

Alphonse Bcem:, Victor Hubert, Henri Hubert, Joseph Tixhon,
Edouard Daenen, Gilles Hautvast, Joseph Hautvast, Gaspard
Hautvast, Jacques Hautvast, Joseph Hautvast, de Saint-

Hadelin.

Victor Polet, Jean Backer, and Femaud Magnet, of Ayeneux.

Joseph Strauven, of Chameux ; Joseph Delhalle, of Rober-
mont ; Toussaint Hansez, Victor Hansez.
Laurent Francois artd Jules Saive, of Bouny.

All Killed, August 6th, at Riessonsart.

Albert Schweiz, Betty Schweiz, Wilhelm Hasenklever, Blaise
Grasner, Antoine Daelhem, of Saint-Hadelin

;

Hubert Blum and Mathieu Klein, of Fl^ron.

All Killed, August 6th, at Heids d'Olne.

Denis Naval, Register of Magn^e, killed at Heids d'Ayeneux,
August 6th, and Mathieu Closset, of Saint-Hadelin, killed at
Bouny, August 6th.

Pray God for the repose of their souls.

Gentle Heart of Mary, be my refuge.

Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for us.

Saint Joseph, Patron of Belgium, pray for us.

Saint Hadelin, Patron of the Parish, pray for us.

Saint Barbara, intercessor for a happy death, pray for us.

* Fac-simile of the notice of the solemn service held on Monday
November 9th, in memory of the victims of August 5th and 6th in the
parish of Saint-Hadelin (Olne).
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EIGHTEENTH REPORT.

Obligation laid upon the Inhabitants to Work for the German
Armies.

Le Havre, July Vlth, 1915.

M. CARTON DE WIART,
Minister of Justice.

Monsieur le Ministbe,

Article 52 of the Regulation concerning the laws and
customs of war on land, annexed to the fourth Hague
Convention, forbids the enemy, occupying territory, to
demand from communities or the population of the terri-

tory so occupied requisitions in kind and personal services,

imposing upon them the necessity of taking part in war-
like operations against their own country. This provision
is systematically ignored by the German authority in
Belgium, which employs every means of pressure and
compulsion at its disposal to force our population to
work for its armies.

We were able to shew ia a preceding report that
the Germans have frequently obliged our people to
help ia the making of trenches ; the same compulsion is

enforced when there is a question of industrial work.
The chief German pressure has been exerted upon the

railway workers. If they were successful ia makiag
these men take up the work, this would set at liberty the
numerous Germans (as many as a whole army corps)

whom they are obHged to employ on the railway service of

the Belgian system. In addition, this would considerably

facilitate traffic and the transport of troops over this

system. The lack of experience of the German employes,
which has been the cause of many accidents, obliges

them to use our system only partially, and particvdarly

lines constixicted on an iachned plane.

The railway workers, haviag understood the nature
of the service asked of them, have categorically refused

for eleven months, in spite of their material distress, to

help the German authorities. They not only resisted the

most temptiag offers of wages (at Liege two engiae

drivers who had practical knowledge of the inclined

plane of Haut-Pre were offered asmuch as 50 francs a day),

(b35) 4
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but they still submit to the most odious persecution rather

than work against their country, even indirectly. This

extends all through Belgium. The general secretary of

the German Imperial railways at Brussels, M. Hulze-
bush, declared that he would succeed through famine
{by hindering the assistance of the aid committees) in

forcing ourworkmen to work everywherfe on the lines and in

the arsenals ! We shall content ourselves, in the present

report, with drawing your attention to the cases of Luttre
and of Mahnes, as to which we are in possession of signi-

ficant information.

At Luttre. At the end of April, the German authorities

called a meeting at first of thirty workmen from the central

workshops and engine shed at Luttre, and urged them
to take up their duties again, promising them increased
wages. They offered ordinary workmen five, six, seven
marks a day, and engine drivers as much as £1 a day.
The workmen refusing energetically, the Germans had
them shut up in the raUway carriages, declaring that they
should not come out until they agreed to work. It was
useless trouble. After several days, they warned them
that they were going to be taken to Germany, and that
they would be obliged to work there without payment.
At the same time, they gave notice to their families,

in the hope that they would intervene. Nothing came
of it, and the next day, when the train started, the
imprisoned workmen and the people, who had come in
masses to, the approaches of the station, cried out with
all their might, " Long live Belgium !

" The train did
not go beyond Namur, and the workmen were liberated.
A few days later a fresh attempt took place. The Germans
had a hundred employes brought by force into the refresh-
ment room of the workshop and a German officer asked
them to begin work again. On their general silence,
he threatened to send them to Germany. He added,
" You need not be afraid of the future. The commanding
oflficer will give you a document stating that you only
began to work through force. Let those who agree step
forward." All the workmen took a step backward,
crying out, " Long live Belgium ! Long live our soldiers !

"'

In consequence of these events, M. Kesseler, ' the
manager of the central workshop at Luttre, was arrested
at Brussels on May 10th. He was taken to the prison at
Charleroi, where he had to sleep on straw. On Wednesday,
the 12th, he was taken under escort to the Luttre work-
shop, where they had already sent in the same way a
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large number of workmen. In the meantime, a written
declaration, threatening them with imprisonment in
Germany if they again refused to work, had been dis-
tributed to each one. Urged to influence the employes
to begin to work again, M. Kesseler replied that he
had taken the oath of fideUty to the King and that he
would not perjure himself. He added that the foremen
were bound by the same oath. They urged him then to
exhort the workmen to work, with the promise that they
should be employed only on engines used for transporting
goods. M. Kesseler confined himself to repeating the
communication which had been made to him, adding
that he left the men to judge what their consciences
required them to do. No one consented to begin work.
Besides, no one put any faith in the German promise,
to which the kind of engines under repair in the shop
itself gave the lie.

In consequence of these events, M. Kesseler was
kept in prison at Charleroi. An accountant, M. Ghis-
lain, and a clerk, M. Menin, were detained also. One
hundred and ninety men were sent into Germany, sixty
more were arrested on June 5th.

At Malines, the German authorities called upon the
communal administration to furnish them with a list

of the employes at the central workshops. The town
having replied that it did not possess one, having nothing
to do with the administration of the railways, the Germans
persisted in their demand and threatened the town with
a fine of 10,000 marks if the fist was not furnished in

twenty-four hours. The burgomaster then posted a bill

notifjdng the railway men that the German authorities

called upon them to present themselves at the office of the

German engineer in charge of the workshops. This appeal

remained without any effect. The communal authorities

were then obliged by the Germans to draw up, from in-

formation in the state civil registers, a list of the workmen,
and they, taken from their houses to the number of 500
by armed soldiers, were escorted to the workshops. To
force them to work, they were shut up and forbidden

to return home. Their wives and children took them
food. The manager, M. Degraux, was also detained

for ten days. The men refusing to take up work, the

Germans took their revenge upon the entire population.

Until the workmen submitted, no one might go out

after six o'clock in the evening. In addition, by the

order of General von Bissing, under date of May 30th,
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the town would be isolated. No one might either enter

it or leave it. For several days there was a reign of

terror. A violent incident even took place at the gates

of Malines on the day when Cardinal Mercier, before

going to Brussels, wished to leave the town. All measures
of intimidation were useless. Not a single railway work-
man went back to work.

At SwevegJiem. Incidents similar to those at Malines
took place about the same .tinie at Sweveghem-lez-
Courtrai, where is the important wire-drawing mDl of

M. Bekaert. On June 8th, as the Germans wanted to

make some barbed wire there to defend their trenches,

the 350 workmen refused to do the work. The
burgomaster, M. Troye, M. Claeys, the secretary

of the commune, and Senator Van de Venne were
immediately arrested and sent to Courtrai. The burgo-
master was liberated in the evening. On June 10th it

was made known in the village that severe penalties

would be incurred if work were not begun again in

twenty-four hours. On the fresh refusal of the workmen,
Sweveghem was surrounded by a cordon of troops,
isolated like Malines, and everyone was forbidden to enter
or to leave the village, even to get food for the popula-
tion. No vehicle or velocipede was allowed to run.
It was forbidden to carry provisions in carts. On
the 11th all the inhabitants between 15 and 45 had to
present themselves at the town haU. The workmen were
forcibly taken to their benches. On their persisting in
their refusal in spite of the most brutal force, the Germans
increased their severity ; 61 workmen were taken to the
prison at Courtrai. On June 16th, they took their wives
there too. On the way, they were abominably ill-treated.
The burgomaster of Sweveghem was obliged to post up
the following proclamation :

" M. Von der Knesebeck,
first heutenant, commanding the depot, compels the
Burgomaster of Sweveghem to urge the workmen at the
wire factory of Mons. Bakaert to go on with their work
and to explain to them that a matter vital to the com-
mune is at stake. The workmen may rest assured that,
after the war, they wiU incur no responsibility for having
•continued their work in the wire factory, considering
that they have been forced to do so Iby the German
military powers. And if there should be any responsibility
whatever, I take it entirely upon myself. If work is
3)egun again, all punishments wiU cease.

The Burgomaster, Th. Troye."
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But all efforts were useless.

You have been able to perceive. Monsieur le Ministre,

from the proclamation deHvered by the governor, General
von Bissing, that there is no question, in these three cases,

of local mistakes on the part of the German authorities

It is a question of a system in which the general government
and the highest German military personaUties share.

They know the stipulations of the Hague Convention
perfectly, and they do not hesitate to violate them
openly. This cynicism is abundantly proved by the pro-

clamation posted at Ghent, June 10th, 1915, of which
we have a copy in our hands :

BEKANNTMACHDNG
Auf Befehl St. Ezc. des

Herm Etappeninspekteuis

gebe ioh den Gemeinden fol-

genden bekannt

:

" Das Verhalten einiger

FabTiken,die auf angeblichem

Patriotiamus und Berufung

auf die Haager Konvention

arbeiten fur die Heeresver-

waltung verweigert haben,

beweist, dass sich in der Be-

volkerung Bestrebungen ent

wiokeln, die bezwecken der

deutschen Heeresverwaltung

Schwierigkeiten zu machen
" Ich weise demgegenuber

darauf bin, dass ich derar-

tige Umtriebe, die dahin fiih-

ren museen das bieherige

gute Einvemehmen zwischen

der deutschen Heeresverwal-

tung und der Bevolkerung zu

storen, mit alien mir zu

Gebote stehenden Machtmit-

teln unterdriicken werde..
" Ich mache in erster Linie

die Vorstande der Gemeinden

dafiir haftbar, dass die Be-

volkerung, es sich selbst zu-

zuschreiben hat, wenn ihr

die bis jetzt in vollstem

Masse gewahrten Freiheiten

genommen werden, und an

ihre Stelle diejenigen Be-

tchrftnkungen treten, die

duTch das Versohulden der

Bevolkerung notwendig wer-

den.
" Generalleutnant,

•' (get.) Graf von Westabp."

Gent, den 10. Juni 1915.

Der Etappenkommandant.

AVIS
Par ordre de son Excel-

lence M. I'lnspeoteTir de

I'Etape, je porte k la con-

naissance des communes ce

qui suit

:

" L'attitude de quelques

fabriques qui, sous pr^texte

de patriotisme, et en s*ap-

puyant sur la Convention de

La Haye, ont refuse de tra-

vailler pour l*ann6e alle-

mande, prouve que, parmi

la population, il y a des

tendances ayant pom: but de

susciter des diffioult^s a

l*administration de Tarmfie

allemande.
*' A ce propos je fais savoir

que je r6primerai, par tous

les moyens a ma disposition,

de pareilles menses qui ne

peuvent que troubler le bon

accord existant jusqu'ioi entre

I'administration de l'arm6e

allemande et la population.

" Je rends responsables,

en premier lieu, les autoritfis

communales de i'extension

de pareilles tendances et je

fais remarquer que la popu-

lation elle-mgme sera cause

que les libertfis accordSes

jusqu'ici de la fafon la plus

large lui seront enlevfies et

remplacSes par des mesures

restrictives rendues n6ces-

saires par sa propre faute."

" Lieutenant-gfinSral,

(s.) Graf VON Westabp."

Gand, le lOjuin 1915.

Le Commandant de I'Etape.

KENNISGEVING
Op bevel Z. Ex. den here

Etappen-Inspekteur maak ik

bekend dat

:

" Het gedrag van vers-

oheidene fabrieken, welke uit

voorgewend patriotisme en

onder beroep op de Ove-

reenkomst van den Haa^
werken geweigerd hebben,

welke voor het Duitsche

leger bestemd zijn, bewijst,

dat in de bevolking pogiagen

bestaan, met het doel aan de

duitsche administratie van

het leger moeilijkheden te-

bereiden.

" Ik maak U bekend, dat

zulke pogingen de goede

verstandhouding tusschen de

duitsche overheid en de be-

volking verstoren en dat ik

zulks met alle middelen welke

mij ter besohikking zijn, zal

onderdrukken.

" Ik maak de gemeente-

besturen verantwoordelijk,

dat zich zulke pogingen niet

verder uitbreiden en dat de-

bevolking, zich zelven ten

laste moet leggen, als de tot

nu bestaande vriiheid door

eigen schuld der bevolking

zal noodzakelijk verkort en

beperkt worden.

" Luitenant-peneraal,

"(get.) Graaf VON Westabp."

Gent, den 10 Juni 1915.

De Etappenkommandant.-
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TRANSLATION.
Notice.

By order of his Excellency the Inspector of the Depot, I bring the following to

the notice of the communes :

" The attitude of certain factories which, under the pretext of patriotism, and,
relying upon the Hague Convention, have refused to work for the German army,
proves that amongst the population there are tendencies aiming at the creation of

difficulties for the officials of the German army.
" With regard to this matter, I hereby give notice that I shall repress, by every

means in my power, such conspiracies, which can only disturb the good understanding
existing up to the present moment between the said officials and the population.

'

' I shaR hold the communal authorities responsible in the first place for the
increase of such tendencies, and I further give notice that the people themselves will
be to blame if the liberty hitherto accorded them in the widest fashion has to be taken
from them and replaced by restrictive measures rendered necessary by their own fault. '

'

Lieutenant-Geneeal Cottnt Von "Westaep,
The Commander of the Depot.

Oheii, June lOtk, 191fl.

President.

COOREMAN,

Vice-President,

Count Goblet D'Alviella.

Secretaries.

Chev. Ernst de BtrNSWYCK,

Orts.
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NINETEENTH REPORT.

Measures of Constraint employed by the Germans against
Belgian Workmen who refused to work for their armies.—

Deportation to Germany.

Le Havre, 6th August, 1915.

M. CARTON DE WIART,
Minister of Justice.

The Minister of Railways, Posts, Telegraphs and
Marine has comrQunicated to us the following report
relating to the treatment and the annoyances to which
workmen at the Central Railway Works at Luttre, who
(as we have previously reported) refused to work for the
enemy, were subjected in Germany.

"1. In consequence of the refusal of the workmen
to resume work in obedience to the demand of the German
authorities, the latter tried to starve them. They forbade
the communal authorities to give them relief, either in

money or in kind. Some time afterwards, in order to
deprive them of all help, they arrested and imprisoned
almost all the officials and agents of the State and also

private individuals who assisted them in the distribution

of reHef . The workmen were threatened with seeing their

houses burned down, with deportation to Germany with
their families, and with having to board and lodge German
workmen.

" 2. The workmen were requisitioned at their homes
by soldiers with fixed bayonets. In the case of those

who were absent, members of their families were seized

as hostages. Women and children were arrested in

many cases. A little fourteen-year-old girl was detained.
" 3. German officers insulted those workmen who

justified their refusal to work on patriotic grounds or

on the fact that they had a relative in the army.
" 4. The workmen were detained for nine days

before their departure, in a third class railway carriage

and a cattle truck. They were so closely packed in that

they could not lie down at night. They suffered extremely

from lack of air and from heat, the vehicle remaining

all day exposed to the sun. The cattle truck, which had
not been cleaned, emitted a disgusting odour.
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"5. At first, the German authorities allowed the

prisoners to be fed by their families ; but on the sixth

day, enraged by their resistance, they put them on bread
and water.

" 6. One hundred and fifty Uhlans were quartered
in the vUlage at the villagers' expense. The inhabitants

were forced to board and lodge them for a day and a
night.

"7. Uhlans patroUed the streets to intimidate the
people, even going so far as to charge with their lances

peaceable inhabitants conversing at their door steps.

Two people were wounded in one of these charges.
" In spite of all these annoyances, the workmen

maintained an attitude of calm and dignity. They
refused point blank to work for the German army.

" 8. Finally, having failed to overcome their resistance,

the Germans decided to deport them to Germany. They
divided them into two classes :

—

(a) Those who had from the first refused to work.

(6) Those who agreed for several days to work, and
on realising that they were aiding the enemy's military
operations, had left the works.

" The latter were considered insubordinate, iU-con-
ditioned men, and were sent to a penitentiary, where the
regime is very harsh.

" The prisoners were despatched in batches of about
fifty. During the journey from Luttre to the internment
camp at Senne (Westphalia), they received only an inade-
quate supply of food and drink. They spent the night in
the cellars of Cologne Railway Station, packed in so
tightly that they could not lie down to sleep.

" 9. On arrival at the camp, all the workmen were
marked by the letter Z sewn on their clothes.

" Workmen in class (6) were subjected to the same
treatment as ordinary criminals—notably their heads
were shaved.

" 10. The tasks the prisoners were set to do were
extremely hard, especially for men accustomed to the
hammer, file and graver. They consisted of clearing the
wood or digging trenches for draining the water, and
placing pipes in position. The distance from the camp to
their place of work varied from 5 to 10 kilometres (3 to
6;^ miles), that is, 10 to 20 kilometres for the double
journey, so that the fatigue of a long tramp was added
to that of severe labour.
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" Though the land to be cleared and drained consisted
of moving sand, the Germans stopped any of the elemen-
tary precautions necessary ia such circumstances, such
as shoring up. They obviously intended that the work
should be as severe, dangerous and unhealthy as possible.

On several occasions the workmen were nearly crushed
by falling trees or buried by landslides in the trenches,

which were sometimes 3 to 4 metres (10 to 13 feet) deep.

The trenches were often flooded with almost freezing

spring water, in which the workmen had to stand with
bare feet while at work,

" The sentries stopped all rest. If a workman, tired

out, straightened his back for a moment's relief, he was
hit with a stick or the butt end of a rifle, and even pricked
with a bayonet.

" The food generally was insufficient, bad and un-
healthy. Tor example, the bill of fare for one week was :

—

" Sunday.—^IMorning : 250 grammes of bread, the
flour of which was largely adulterated with potato ; a
decoction of malt. (This meal was the same every day.)

Midday : Sour cabbage soup. Evening : Maize soup with
black pudding. The pudding was usually disgusting.

" Monday.—Midday : Barley soup. Evening : Malt.

"Tuesday.—^Midday: Soup of horse-beans. Evening:
Barley soup, black pudding.

" Wednesday,—Midday : As the day before. Evening :

Maize soup, a little cheese, black pudding.
" Thursday.—^Midday : Barley soup. Evening : Malt,

black pudding (execrable).
" Friday.—Midday : Cod soup (very disagreeable

taste). Evening : Soup of horse-beans, a herring.
" Saturday.—^Midday : Maize soup. Evening : Malt,

black pudding.
" The herrings and black puddings were often tainted,

yet our workmen had to eat them, for they were all the

more hungry as they worked aU day in the open air,

" Sometimes the workmen became ill while at work,

owing to insufficient food. The sentries merely moved
them on one side, exposed to the rain or sun. The French

and English soldier prisoners, whose camp was only

separated from that of the workmen by a road, used

out of pity to throw them a share of the food they received

from their families,

" The soups, except the cod and cabbage soup, were

made of ingredients only used in Belgium for cattle food

—^horse-beans, maize, barley and beetroot. They only
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contained a very little potato. This food was naturally

distasteful to men accustomed to vi^ell-cooked, tasty and
nutritious food—coffee, white bread, meat and vegetables.

" For three weeks the potatoes were put into the
soup without having been examined or washed.

" 12. The men slept on bare boards ; some had bed
clothes, others had not.

"13. The least fault or the slightest breach of regu-

lations was severely dealt with. The punishments were
various, but all cruel. A workman, who had not gone to

the shower bath at the same time as the others, was
placed on the tarred roof of a shed for several hours bare-

footed and with his face exposed to the sun. Another
punishment was to make the victim run for several hours
with a bag of bricks over his shoulders, or with a brick

in each hand and two fastened on each side of his coat.

Every two hours the wretched man was allowed a five

or six minutes' halt and a drink of water. Sometimes
this was varied by making them cross and recross with
the same load a stream with very steep banks. Some-
times also the victim was tied to a post or tree and exposed
to the sun for several hours.

" Four workmen became seriously ill and remain
under treatment at the camp hospital. Several others
have fallen ill since their return."

President.

COOREMAN.

Vice-President.

CoMTE GOBLET D'ALVIELLA.

Secretaries.

Chev. ERNST DE BUNSWYCK.
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TWENTIETH REPORT.
Massacres at Dinant.—Deportation of Inhabitants of Dinant
and their internment in the Prison of Cassel.—Report of
the Public Prosecutor of Dinant.—Destruction andMassacres

in the Province of Namur.

Le Havre, 25th July, 1915.

M. CARTON DE WIART,
Minister of Justice.

Monsieur le Ministee,

We have the honour to bring to your notice a report
of the PubHc Prosecutor of Dinant, which deals with
the behaviour of the German armies at Dinant and the
inhuman treatraent to which many residents of that

city, who had been taken to Germany, were subjected

for many weeks.
Our Tenth Report has made you aware of the treat-

ment received by thousands of our fellow countrymen
who were taken to Germany and shut up in concentration

camps in defiance of international law. Those residents-

of Dinant who were shut up in the cells of Cassel Prison,,

after a fatiguing journey, met with a worse fate.

MONSIETJK LE MlNISTRE,

I have the honour to forward you the report which
you requested me to draw up as to the events occurring^

in the course of the military operations carried on at

Dinant and the neighbourhood, and as to the detention

in Germany of numerous citizens of Dinant and Anser-

emme.
From August 6th, that is, before the arrival of the

first French troops, who came from Givet, German
cavalry appeared at Dinant and Anseremme. These

patrols sometimes penetrated into the heart of the town
and were met by rifle fire when they came into contact

with the Belgian troops, who were then holding both

banks of the Mouse.
This is a statement of the incidents as they occurred.

I mention them merely because they shew that the

populace entirely abstained from attacks on the enemy.

On August 6th, at Anseremme (Dinant and Anseremme,

although two separate communes, form a single group

of houses), Belgian engineers fired on a hussar patrol

and wounded a horse. At Furfooz the dismounted soldier

took a farmer's horse in exchange for his wounded one.
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The same day or the day after, three hussars appeared
in the Rue de Jacques (Ciney road). The Belgian

carabineers or chasseurs wounded one and took him
prisoner, and also another, whose horse was hit. The
third escaped. These men belonged to a Hanoverian
regiment.

On the 12th, at " aux Ravages " (Dinant) a detach-

ment of the 148th French Infantry armihilated a cavalry
patrol, only one man escaping. About the same date,

another detachment opened fire at " Fonds de Leffe."

Two German cavalrymen were killed.

On August 15th, the Germans attempted to force the
Meuse at Anseremme, Dinant and Bouvignes, but were
repulsed. During the day, several German detachments
entered the city, but did not molest the townsfolk at all.

The city and its inhabitants had very Uttle to suffer

from this engagement, which was, however, a very warm
one and lasted all day. A M. Moussoux was kiUed while
assisting the wounded, and a woman was sUghtly wounded.
On the right bank a French shell fell on a house, and
a German shell on the post-office. Several houses on the
left bank were struck by German shells. From the
start of the action the Germans fired on the hospital,
which was in full view and was flying a large Red Cross
flag. In a few minutes six projectiles damaged the
building. One shell entered the chapel just as the
orphanage children were coming from mass. None were
hurt.

On the 17th or 18th, the French ceased to hold the
right bank in force, and contented themselves vdth patroll-

ing it. Each day rifle and cannon fire was exchanged
between the two banks. German cavalry again began
to enter the city, where they moved about with impunity.
Thus, about midday on the 19th, a Uhlan coming from
the direction of Rocher Bayard, departed by the Ciney
road without molestation. He crossed almost the whole
width of the city. At nightfall on the same day another
cavalryman made the same journey and also departed
in safety.

During the night of the 21st-22nd, a brisk firing

suddenly began in the Rue St. Jacques (Ciney road).
Some Germans had arrived in motor cars and were
firing on the houses, whose occupants were peacefully
sleeping. They broke open the doors and severely
wounded three people, one at least with the bayonet,
and went away after setting fire to fifteen or twenty
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houses with bombs. They left a number of these behind,
and the inhabitants threw them into the water. They
assert that these were incendiary bombs.

No one was able to understand this behaviour. The
newspapers had reported that atrocities were committed
near Vise, but no one believed it. Eventually they came
to the conclusion that this attack was the work of drunken
men, and awaited events without undue anxiety.

On August 23rd, the battle between the French and
Grerman armies began early with an artUlery duel. The
first two rifle shots of the Germans were aimed at two
young girls who were looking for a better shelter than
the one they had had.

Everyone took refuge in the cellars. About 6.30, I

heard the shouts of the Germans in front of my house.

There was a violent ring and at the same time shots were
fired at the windows. On every floor the glass was broken.
I opened my door ; a dozen soldiers covered me with
their rifles, whilst another made signs to me to hold up
my hands. They made me and my family leave the house
and searched us. " No weapons ?—^No.—^In the house f
—^No.—^No wounded French soldiers ? No."

They left us at liberty, but forbade us to go indoors.

I had the keys of the house of a neighbour who had
quitted Dinant. We took refuge there. We had hardly

been there two minutes when there came a ring; shots

were fired through the windows, and we were driven

from our refuge. We found in the street our next-door

neighbour. Judge Herbecq, Mme. Herbecq and their

seven children. After several colloquies, they left us at

liberty and we went to M. Herbecq's. During this time

I had discovered the German method of procedure. They
marched in two files along the houses of the deserted

street, the right file watching the left houses and vice

versa. Each had his finger on the trigger ready to fire.

In front of each door, a group formed, halted and riddled

the house with bullets, and the windows in particular,

until the inmates decided to open. I know that the

soldiers threw many bombs into the cellars.

If kept any time, they broke in doors and windows

with axes and butt ends of rifles. But the result was the

same whether one hastened or not : the house was entered,

the inmates expelled, searched and taken away. I don't

know the reason of the different treatment of M. Her-

becq's family and my own, possibly it was due to our

being able to say a few words in German.
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We stayed nearly two hours at M. Herbecq's. While
there, overcome by curiosity, we risked looking out of

the attic windows. The Germans were bombarding the

faubourg of Neffe on the left bank. No reply was
coming from the houses, which we saw destroyed in this

way.
About 9 o'clock, came a voUey through the windows,

and this time final expulsion. We were taken to the

Rue St. Roch. On the way there were several burning
houses. In one room of the house, called Mossiot, broken
furniture had been piled up and was burning. We came
to a house of a man called Bouille, where we were shut
up. The house, the stable and forge attached to it were
full of prisoners, and each minute more came—able-bodied

men, old men, women and children.

MM. Delens, the hotel keeper, and Taquet,* a retired

gendarme, were ordered to go with stretchers and take
wounded and dead Germans from the Quai de~ Meuse.
They were sent by themselves. The Quai was under the
fire of the French. As a reward for their courage, they
were afterwards sent to Cassel.

Several men passed with their hands tied behind them.
Shortly afterwards, in the midst of the noises of the
battle, volleys were distinctly audible. We looked at
one another. The Germans had just shot those poor men.

One victim was M. Lambert Thirifays, son of the
Judge of the Children's Court. For some days he was
partially paralysed and lost his speech.

In our party we conversed at times with one or other
of the soldiers guarding us. Some said we were collected

for safety's sake. Others that we were to be shot for firing

at them. Protests and denials. Reply, " All for one.
That's the way in war.—But who fired ? Many civilians.

Among others a thirteen-year-old girl, who fired a revolver
at a major." I have since read that the same facts were
alleged with regard to a place in Luxembourg. Obviously
there has been a blunder in the organisation of calumnies.

Towards two o'clock, those of us in the forge were
taken to the prison. Most of the houses were in fiames.
At Judge Laurent's house we saw the Germans in his
office; they were examining his papers. We were mad
to enter the prison yard. This is overlooked from the top

* One of the young daughters had just been wounded by a shot.
Delens' Hotel (Hotel des Ardennes) though obviously used as a hospital
was already on fire.
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X)f the Herbuclienne heights. As we entered, we were
met by shots fired from these heights. Mme.
Stevaux, 75 years of age, and a man named Lebrun were
killed. Several were wounded, among others Mme.
Thonin, who died two days later. Her husband was torn
from her side and deported to Germany. The Germans,
like us exposed to this fire, crowded us into the shelter
of a corner. They shouted to their comrades to cease
fire, hoisted a white flag, and the firing ceased. Thanks
to the height of the prison wall and the smallness of the
yard, nearly all the bullets went too high. But for that,

there would have been a frightful slaughter among the
prisoners, crowded together in a compact mass, among
whom were a large number of women and children.

Inside were numerous civilian prisoners taken by
the Germans. What were they going to do with us ?

From time to time officers came to see what was happen-
ing ; they rarely went away without having threatened us.

Towards six o'clock, the threats became definite. We
were to be shot. Abbe Jouve, cure of St. Paul's, Dinant,
gave us all absolution. The men were separated in a
harsh manner from the women, and placed in a row in

the yard. They were opening the door when suddenly
an extremely well-sustained fire began quite close to the
prison. Soldiers in the prison square re-entered in a great

fright, and began to fire in the air or at the square through
the broken panels of the door. One officer went to the

governor's office and fired through the window at a

surgeon who was bandaging the wounded. The surgeon

was not hit, but threw himself down and lay there,

feigning death. He remained thus so long as the Germans
stayed in the prison, and thus escaped deportation to

Germany.

In the momentary confusion, everyone took the

opportunity of slipping over to his own family. All thought
that the French had come back. Unfortunately the firing

which had given rise to that thought, ceased immediately,

and we then realised that an execution en masse had taken
place. In the court-yard of the prison another person

was killed—a man named Bailly.

By eight o'clock the intensity of the battle had
greatly diminished. All had to quit the prison, and we
were taken to Anseremme, after we had been made to

take a detour in order to see the faubourg of Neflfe in

flames on the right bank.
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All the way there were fires. The column was halted

near Rocher Bayard. The able-bodied men were separated

from the others, and were taken back to Dinant, while

the old men, women and children were forced on to

Anseremme.
Every moment our progress was stopped, and we

watched soldiers enter houses stiU intact and come out

again a few minutes later, then flames burst forth. When
the heat became too great, they started us again, only to

enjoy a similar spectacle a little farther on, so that we
took a full hour to go from Rocher Bayard to Moimt St.

Nicholas, by which route we left Dinant. The distance is

scarcely more than a kilometre.

During one of these halts we were ordered in French

to hand over our money.. Then we were searched by
soldiers, who watched us while others went round with

cloth bags collecting the money, which had been taken

from us. One prisoner asked an officer, who passed,

for a receipt. He was threatened with a revolver.

I had 800 or 900 francs in coin, some of which was gold.

When we separated, I had given my wife and my son aU
the notes I had. The silver was put into one of the bags,

but I saw the soldier who searched me surreptitiously

put the case, in which the gold was, into his own pocket.

I assert that this general robbery was committed by
order.

Next day, or the day after, the captain commanding
our escort caused us to be searched repeatedly.. " Hand
over aU your money or you will be shot," said he. At
Marche he added, " You will be searched right down to

your boots."* They took everything they could find on
us. Even savings bank books were eagerly sought after.

When this fine deed was done, they made us continue.
Alongside the prison wall several bodies of civilians were
lying. A little further on, in front of my house, there was
a heap of bodies.

This officer was a captain in the 100th Foot (a Saxon regiment).
A short time ago, the Kreischef sent for me and said, " Some of the
hostages taken to Cassel have complained that their money was
taken from them. Do you think it is true ? " I told him the above
story. He then asked the name—which naturally I did not know

—

and the description of this officer. I told him his rank, and the
number of his regiment and said that he was tall and bony, of a ruddy
complexion, clean shaven, fair-haired, rode a white horse, and was
accompanied by a rough-haired sheep dog. Other witnesses were
examined on this matter. I do not know the object or the result
of the inquiry.
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The soldiers made the prisoners carry their kits,
ihey took us to Herbuchenne by way of Mount St.
JJicholas. We had to step over bodies of people who had
been shot. On the top of Herbuchenne there" are a number
of scattered farms and houses. Everj^hing we saw was
burmng. Dinant in the hoUow was hke a furnace.
Opposite us, on the left bank, Belle Vue CoUege, the
Chateau of Bon Secours, the Hydrotherapeutical Institute,
etc., were blazing. In the distance, towards Ouhaye, the
sky was red.

Some of the soldiers told us that we were being taken
to Germany. Others threatened us, saying that we
should be shot at dawn.

At Dinant the battle was over, the Germans had
crossed the Meuse.
|These are the incidents in the sack of Dinant of which

I was an eye-witness.

flFor the following I rely upon witnesses whose accounts
agree with one another, and have been carefully checked.

The Germans descended on Dinant upon August 23rd
by four main roads—aU about the same time—nearly
six a.m.

These roads were : From Lisogne to Dinant ; from
Ciney to Dinant; Mount St. Nicholas, by which the troops,
which were on a part of the plateau of Herbuchenne,
arrived; and lastly, the Froidval road, running from
BoiseUe to Dinant.

I. The first of these roads leads to the district called
,

" Fonds de Leffe."

Directly they arrived, the soldiers entered the houses,
expelled the occupants, killed the men and set fire to
the houses.

M. Victor Poncelet was killed in his house in front of
his wife and children. M. Himmer, manager of the
fectory at Leffe and Vice-Consul of the Argentine Repub-
lic, was shot with a number of his workmen. One hundred
and fifty-two of the staff of the factory were murdered.

The Premonstratensian Church was, I am informed,
•entered during mass.* The men were dragged out and
shot on the spot. One of the Fathers also was murdered.

But what is the good of giving further details ? One
circumstance will sum up all. Of the whole population
of this district, only nine men (apart from old men)

* Various people have assured me of this fact. I left Dinant
without having heard the account of the Premonstratensian Fathers,
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remain alive. The women and children were shut up
in the Premonstratensian Abbey, which was afterwards

pillaged. We were to see soldiers parading the city in

the vestments of the monks.
II. The same scenes of fire and murder occurred at

the Rue St. Jacques, which terminates the Cinet Road.
The victims, however, were not so numerous. Many of

the residents in this district, more alarmed than the rest

of the city by the events of the night of the 21st-22nd,

had abandoned their houses.

From the Rue St. Jacques the Germans spread over
the whole district. They killed people, but not so many
as at Leffe. The inhabitants were shut up in the Premon-
stratensian Abbey. Everything was set on fire. They
burned the tower and roof of our fine old Gothic church.
They set fire to the doors, but did not succeed in com-
pletely destroying them.

Farther on, the Grand Place and the Rue Grande,
as far as the Rue du Tribunal, were spared for the time
being. The Germans did not go there. The inhabitants
were not interned until the next day.

On the evening of the 24th and on the 25th, they set

this part of the city on fire. Only one building, the Hotel
des Families, remains.

III. From the Rue du Tribunal to the other side of

the prison the crimes were committed by the forces
coming down from Mount St. Nicholas. I noticed the
numbers, 100th and lOIst Foot (Saxon).

On this route as the troops arrived they behaved in
the same way as at the Rue St. Jacques and at Fonds
de Leffe. Murder of a number of men, and arrest of the
women and children.

In the rest of the district the people experienced
varying fortunes.

Having been gathered together and kept for some
time in a street where they were sheltered from the
dangers of the battle, many of them—men, women and
children—were taken to a spot where the street is only
built on on one side. The other side runs along the
Meuse. The prisoners were arranged in a long row to
serve as a screen against the fire of the French, while
the Germans defiled behind this living rampart.

As soon as the French realised who were the victims
ofiEered to them, they ceased fire. A young lady, twenty
years old, Mile. Marsigny, was, however, killed before
her parents' eyes. She was struck in the head by a
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French bullet. Among those so exposed were my deputy,
M. Charlier, M. Brichet,the inspector of forests, M. Dumont
the road surveyor, and their wives and famihes. The
prisoners were exposed in this way for nearly two hours
and were then taken back to prison.

The same thing occurred to a group of citizens who
were exposed in the Prison Square to the fire of the
French. They were made to keep their hands raised.

They included a man of eighty, M. Laurent, the Honorary
President of the Tribunal, his son-in-law, M. Laurent the
judge, and the latter's wife and children. There were no
casualties, as the French ceased fire, and the Germans
were able to cross without risk. After two hours they were
shut up in the prison. I mention the names of some,
because they are magistrates and officials with whom I

am personally acquainted, but the number subjected to
this treatment was at least 150.

The other residents in this district were, like my
family and myself, taken to Bouille and crammed into

the house, stable and forge. They even overflowed into

the street.

The people in the forge, including myseK, were, as

I have stated, brought out about two o'clock and taken
to prison.

About six o'clock the others were taken to . a place

in front of my house, not far from the prison. There the
able-bodied men were taken out and lined up in four

rows against my garden wall. An officer addressed them
in German and then, in the presence of the women and
children, gave the order to fire. AU fell down. The soldiers

looking on from the terrace formed by the garden of

M. Franquinet, the architect, burst into fits of laughter.

Encircled by the flames which were consuming almost the

entire district, those whose age or sex had saved them
were set at liberty.

I believe the exact number killed here was 129.

The volley, which struck them down, was the one that

we heard when we were placed in the prison yard to be
led to death. Thank God, we were late. One hundred
and twenty-nine men were killed at this spot, but the

number condemned was still larger. Several fell when
the order to fire was given, and others were only slightly

wounded and succeeded in escaping during the night.

Not all those whose bodies were removed were killed on

the spot. Some of those, who escaped, told me that

M. Wasseige, the banker, was heard to say at the beginning
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of the night to a wounded man, " Don't move. Keep
still." A passing soldier at once finished him oflf.

Not until Wednesday could any attention be given

to these victims. All movement was forbidden before

then. On Monday and Tuesday, the wounded were heard'

to cry out and moan. They died from want of attention.

IV. The troops who came by the Froidval road occu-

pied the district of " Penant." The inhabitants were
seized on the arrival of the Germans and kept under
guard near Rocher-Bayard. When the fire of the French
slackened, the Germans began to construct a bridge.

But they were still annoyed by a few shots. As these were
infrequent, the Germans—^honestly or otherwise—came
to the conclusion that they were fired by francs-tireurs.

They sent M. Bourdon, the Assistant Registrar of the

Court, to announce that if the firing continued, aU the

prisoners would be executed. He did so, and recrossing

the Meuse, surrendered himself and informed the German
officers that he had been able to make sure that only

French soldiers were firing. A few more French bullets

came, and then a monstrous event took place, which
one's mind woidd refuse to believe were it not that the

survivors who bear witness and the gaping woimds of

the corpses furnished absolutely conclusive proof. The
whole mass of prisoners—men, women and children

—

were pushed up against a wall and shot.

Eighty victims fell at this spot.

Was it here or at the Neffe Viaduct, which I mention
later, that a three months' old child was killed ? I no
longer remember.

That evening the Germans searched among the
bodies. Under the heap a few poor wretches were still

living. They were dragged out and added to some
prisoners brought from elsewhere and put to dig a grave
for the dead. They were to be deported to Germany.
Among them was a fifteen-year-old boy, the son of

Registrar Bourdon, who was found under the bodies of

his father, mother, sister and brother.
Those buried included a woman who was still alive.

She groaned, but it mattered not. She was thrown into
the trench with the others.

Right banks of the Meuse. The Germans crossed the
river.

St. Medard suffered relatively little. Not many were
killed, and it is there that the greatest number of houses
remain standing.
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NefEe District. The Germans searched the houses,
burning a fair number but leaving the rest alone. Some
of the people were left at Uberty ; others were expelled
from their homes and shot on the road ; others again
were arrested and taken to Germany. In some cases,

entire famihes were murdered without regard to age or

sex (in particular the Guerys and the Morelles). One
house caught on fire where a woman with a broken leg

was lying aUve. Some of the people asked permission
from the soldiers to rescue her. It was refused and she

was burnt alive.

About forty people took refuge in a viaduct under the

railway line. Shots were fired and hand grenades
thrown at them. The survivors decided to come out
and the men were arrested to be taken to Germany.

On Monday the 24th, the Germans arrested the people

of the Grande district, which they had spared the day
before. They were shut up in the Premonstratensian
Abbey.

The few people who took the risk of coming out of

the houses that were spared from the flames in the other

districts were either arrested or chased by shots. Several

were killed, especially by soldiers firiag across the Meuse.
The heights which dominate the city were guarded.

Some inhabitants who tried to escape that way succeeded,

but more were arrested or kUled.

Priests and monks, professors at BeUe Vue College,

brothers of the Christian faith and lay monks were
seized and interned in a convent at Marche. Towards
the middle of September," General von Longchamp, the

military governor of the Province of Namur, released

them with the excuses of the German army !

AU Monday and Tuesday the pillaging was continued,

and the destruction of the city by fire was completed.
Altogether, iu this city of 1,400 dwelling houses and

7,000 inhabitants, 630 to 650 were kflled, of whom more
than 100 were women, children ^under fifteen, and old

men.* Not 300 houses remain.

Were women outraged ?

Only one case came directly ^under my notice. A
very respectable citizen told me that, under the pretence

of searching for weapons, his wife had been searched

imder her underclothes.

* The list of victims mentioned by tlie Commission of Inquiry in

its 11th Report includes the names of a few inhabitants of places

adjoining Dinant.
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Dr, X. told me that there were numerous cases of"

rape. He knew of three clear cases in his own practice

alone.

Pillage was openly carried on. They brought carts

on three consecutive days to my house to take away
the plate, bed clothes—of which none remain—^furniture,

men's and women's clothing, linen, trinkets, ornaments,

from the mantelpiece, a collection of weapons from the

Congo, pictures, wine, and even the decorations which
belonged to my grandfather, my father, and myself.

The mirrors and the dishes and plates were broken to.

pieces.

Sixty thousand bottles of wine were stolen from the

cellars of M. Piret, the wine merchant.

To my own knowledge, in not one of the houses left

standing was the safe not broken open, or did not shew
clear marks of attempted robbery.

But why burden this report by recounting the per

sonal misfortunes of the many citizens who have told

me their harrowing stories ? The facts are all the same,
and what I have set out is enough to prove that murder,
arson' and pillage -were systematically organised and
carried out in cold blood, even when the battle was over.

AH these crimes were without justification ; and they
were premeditated, as I am about to shew.

I. The absence of justification.

(1) The local authorities had done their duty. A
notice was issued and posted up calling the attention of

the citizens to the necessity of abstaining from attack,
whether with or without arms, and even from any
threats to German soldiers.

They had also ordered all arms and ammunition to
be deposited at the town haU. Their injunctions were
universally and scrupulously carried out.

(2) At the beginning of this report, I mentioned some
attacks on enemy patrols. I believe the Hst to be com-
plete. If it is not, the reason is that after a lapse of ten
months, my memory is at fault, but I am sure that, in

the month of August, I knew all the incidents of that kind
that occurred in both towns. On each occasion the
enemy was attacked by regulars, Belgian or French.

(3) Did the people of Dinant fire on the German
troops, either on the night of the 21st-22nd, or during,
the battles of the 15th and 23rd ?
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A direct answer is materially impossible. During the
night of the 21st-22nd the inhabitants were asleep. On
the 15th and 23rd they were in their cellars.

But it is not likely that people, who did not molest
patrols and single horsemen, would attack the enemy
when he was in force.

Moreover, many trustworthy persons besides myself
have interrogated a large number of people, who all declare
that not only did they not shoot, but they neither knew
nor had heard of anyone who had. The unanimous testi-
mony of a whole population certainly carries some weight.

(4) Did the Germans catch red-handed a single
person who had fired on them ? Did they surprise a
single person carrying arms ? Were such facts ascertained
by any serious inquiry ? I know of -none.

But at Dinant an officer was seen to hide a revolver
in his hand, put that hand into M. Pecasse's coat pocket,
and then take the revolver out with a flourish, sheAV it

to his men, and order the poor man to be taken away and
shot—a victim to this wicked trickery.

(5) The Germans themselves admit that there were
no francs-tireurs in Dinant.

At Cassel, the prison governor said to me, " The
military authorities at Berlin are now convinced that
no one fired at Dinant." Naturally, I do not know what
authorised him to make this statement.

Second admission : General von Longchamp, the
military governor of the Province of Namur, speaking
to me of the events at Dinant, said to me word for word
as follows, " The result of the inquiry I held was that
no civihan fired at Dinant. But there may have been
Frenchmen disguised as civiUans who did, and then in

the heat of the battle one sometimes goes farther than
one ought."

I add that I found nobody at Dinant who gave me
any indication whatever that this hypothesis about
French soldiers had the slightest foundation in fact.

II. The premeditation.

The immediate and simultaneous attack on the

inhabitants on all the routes by which the Germans
entered Dinant alone raises a serious presumption. One
must assume either that there were previous orders, or

that there were francs-tireurs at each and every one of

the different points of invasion. But no one fired at all.

Therefore
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But no matter how weighty this presumption may be,

it is not enough upon which to base a categorical assertion.

And yet how fully it proves the sincerity of the
depositions which must be regarded as direct evidence.

Many inhabitants of villages which were occupied
before August 23rd state that they were told beforehand
that Dinant would be destroyed.

I will take one statement, which derives particular

importance on the one hand from the position of the
informant, and on the other from the authority which
his rank in the German army confers on the man who
uttered the threats.

M. X. . . ., of Dinant, was in another commune
when the invasion took place. He became acquainted
with a German officer, a major or colonel. On the 19th,

20th or 21st August (my memory is at fault here, for the
exact date was given me) this officer said to him, " You
belong to Dinant ? Don't go back there. It is an ill-

behaved place and will be destroyed." At the same time
he asked M. X. . . . for information about his house at
Dinant. He departed, but returned after August 23rd,
and taking a statuette out of his luggage, he shewed it to
M. X. . . ., saying, " Do you recognise this ?

"—" Yes.
It comes from my house."

—
" Then I was right. I saved

your house. It wasn't set on fire."

These are the facts about Dinant that I know.
I have not sufficient written evidence to furnish a

detailed report as to the neighbourhood. I have heard
many accounts, but fear of being searched prevented me
from making notes of the evidence. Discovery would
have compromised not merely my safety, but that of
my informants.

The surveillance exercised over one in Belgium also
prevented me from making a systematic inquiry which
alone would have enabled me to check the accounts I
heard. I can therefore only record what I saw myself
and a few facts known to all. I made some visits in the
district and learned the following details :

—

On the road from Dinant to Namur (right bank of
the Meuse) the vUlage of Houx is destroyed.

At Yvoir many houses were burned. I went no
further in that direction. Houx is the only place between
Dinant and Yvoir. Everywhere from Dinant to Namur
by the left bank there were many houses burned down.

Ciney Road. The hamlet of Gemmechenne is almost
entirely destroyed. At Sorinnes only the church, the
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chateau and a farm are left. From thence to Cmey, no
destruction ; the same towards Marche via Anjoux and
Haversin.

I had occasion to go to Vierves, a commune in my
district. I went by the Meuse valley and returned by
the hiUs.

I mention without omission the places that are either
seen or passed through on this journey of about 65
kilometres (about 40 miles).

Waulsort, partly destroyed by fire, 15 to 20 people
killed ; among others, my secretary, killed as he was
being expelled from his house.

Hastiere-par-dela. About a dozen houses are left

out of 90. Many people were shot, in particular Abbe
Schoegel, the cure,* and Dr. Hulloy.

Hastiere-Lavaux. One or two houses burned down.

Hermeton-sur-Meuse. Destroyed. Here also people
were killed, including M. Ponthiere, Professor at Louvain
University.

Agimont was left untouched.

The road took me into France at Givet, where, save
at the barracks and the fort, I saw no trace of destruction

;

nor again at Vireul. Then Belgium is re-entered. The
railway station at Treignes and the houses near by are
intact. The same at Vierves.

Romedenne is a mere heap of ruins.

Surice is entirely destroyed. Some people were shot
there.

EiOS^e and MorviUe, which one can see, but does not
go through, are partly burned down.

Anthee is destroyed. There were some murders there.

Gerin, on the left of the road, shews the ruins of some
btimed-down houses.

Almost nothing remains of Onhaye.
In the Valley of the Lesse, the railway stations and

the houses near by at Gendron and Houyet are burned
down. From there by rail to Rochefort, the villages are

untouched.
I made no other journey in this district.

To draw up this report and to sift the evidence that

I have used, I have brought to bear all the care that

* Murdered at Hermeton-sur-Meuse.
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nineteen years' experience as a committing magistrate

taught me were indispensable. I have drafted it with

sincere honesty.

I present it to you as a work of loyalty and good
faith.

I have, etc.,

M. TCHOFFEN,

Public Prosecutor of Dinanty

Monsieur le Ministre,

I have the honour to present to you the second report

that you requested. It refers to the deportation to

Oermany and detention in the prison at Cassel of 416
people, who were arrested at Dinant on the 23rd and
24th August. Having been myself among the prisoners,

I can guarantee the truth of the details that follow.

Most of us were arrested on the 23rd, and taken that
night to the plateau of Herbuchenne on the Dinant hills.

We were made to encamp in the open mthout food or

drink. We had been in the hands of the Germans since

the morning and had received nothing.
Several of the soldiers guarding us said that we were

to be shot at dawn ; ethers that we were to be sent to
Coblentz ; the rest that we were to be taken to
Marche, where the German Staff would decide on our
fate.

They gave us a heap of straw to lie on and then
commanded silence.

In. the morning they shot nobody, but kept us where
we were.

Our escort was commanded by two German officers.

They were unapproachable. Those who tried to address
them were threatened with a revolver.

A workman near me grumbled to his friends about
the hunger from which we were all suffering. " Yet,"
said he, "I have never had so expensive a supper as
I had last night," " What did you eat, then ? " "I had
three 100 franc notes, but I swallowed them when they
searched us. The Germans didn't get them."

At last it was decided to send some of the prisoners
under strict guard, of course, to get water at a neighbour-
ing farmhouse. On their return they said that they had
seen the dead bodies of the men of' the farm. We had
to collect empty preserved fruit tins in order to drink.
These were to be our drinking cups till we reached Cassel,
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The captain of the 100th Foot, in command of our
•escort, whom I mentioned ia my previous report., saw
-a fine staUion in a paddock. He called it, and when it

got near him, he wantonly shot it dead with his revolver.

Shortly afterwards (I did not see it myself, but several

eye-witnesses told me of it) he kUled a mare and a foal

in the same way. Towards ten o'clock they gave us a
little soup, searched us agaia and took away what money
some of us had hidden the night before. These searches

were ordered and superintended by the captain, who
hovered round and kept on threatening us, revolver in

hand. The other officer, a lieutenant or second lieutenant,

considered it necessary to flourish a revolver ia one
hand and a drawn sword ia the other !

Eventually they sent us off by the Ciney road. We
passed through the hamlet of Gemmechenne ; it was
practically gutted ; next through Sorianes, which, save

for the chS,teau and one farm, was reduced to ashes.

Soldiers and wagons were either marching or halted

all along the road.

Everywhere we were abused and threatened. They
made signs that we were going to be shot, to have our
heads cut off, to be hanged. FUth was thrown at our
heads. They spat in our faces. We kept our heads up,

though ; it was not we who were degraded. An officer

superintending the march kept striking with a horse-whip
every one who passed withia reach. Other officers in

motor-cars—or a number of them—^yelled at us or

flourished revolvers ia our direction. This happened
whenever we met any troops until we entrained.

From time to time our captaia, who was riding, stopped
to watch us pass, and occasionally he spoke. His con-

versation was monotonous and lacked charm. " You
are beasts." " You have behaved like beasts." We
came to a halt at Achene. We found some French soldiers

prisoners there. All communication with them was for-

bidden. Another group of prisoners arrived from Diaant.
They, too, had been robbed.

They gave us some soup for the second time, and
then started us off towards Comoux. We had not quite

reached this village by nightfall. After awhile we could

only speak in a whisper. The camp was prepared ia a
damp field, under strict supervision. We were placed

in a circle, four rows deep. There were numerous sentries

in front and in rear.

(b35) d
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We had to lie down closely packed. We were forbidden

to get up or speak on any pretext whatever. Those who
disobeyed were to be shot.

About midnight there arose piercing, heartrending

cries of " Help ! Help !
" We heard the soldiers say,

" Don't shoot. He's mad." Then the sound of heavy
blows and the falling of a body. The cries became fainter

and at last ceased.

Next morning a body was lying about 20 yards
away from the camp, with one hand feebly moving. It

was one of the prisoners—a poor fellow of feeble intelli-

gence. His father, who was vidth us, was forbidden to

go near him. Nothing was done for him, and we
departed, leaving him on the ground. He was able to

get up later on and returned to Dinant.

Four children, from twelve to fourteen years of age,

who had been arrested at the same time as ourselves,

were released.

After giving each of us a handful of biscuits, they
started us off again and took us to Haversin by by-roads.
On the way the order was " If you hear shots. He down.
If anyone tries to run away, he vrill be shot."

Instead of surrounding us, as they did the day before,

the soldiers were placed in file in the middle of the column
of prisoners, who marched in fours.

We learned later that this precaution was due to the
fact that there was stUl a detachment of French soldiers

in the country. They maintained themselves there
for some time, and finally nearly all managed to
cross the Dutch frontier in plain clothes. Cyclists
preceded the column and cleared all the inhabitants out
of the way.

At Haversin the inhabitants were only permitted to
give us a little water.

Many suffered from the marching. Some of us were
wearing sabots, but many had only shppers on—these
were evidently the most dangerous of the francs-tireurs

!

During a halt they gave us a little more soup.
At last, after nine hours on the road, we arrived at

Marche.
The streets were full of people. Those who had

relatives there tried to see and especially to be seen.
Thus they would have news of us at Dinant, where our
relatives must be devoured by anxiety. And they,
women and children, what fate was in store for them ?
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They huddled us into a room. An inscription over the
door said that there was accommodation for 100 soldiers.

We were over 400 ! The Frenchmen were taken elsewhere.
The inhabitants brought us shoes, hats and caps (most of

us were bareheaded). Thej;- sent us also coffee and
sandwiches. These the Germans devoured.

Our captain appeared :
" Those stUl with money must

give it up. If not, they will be shot. You will be searched
right down to your shoes." The soldiers began a complete
search, but, being tired, soon left off. Some had collected

on the way empty bottles in case they could get water.
That led to another visit from the captain. " Put those
bottles down. Any man found again with a bottle wiU be
shot."

No news of the Staff. The soldiers were asked if

one might speak to an officer. They grinned and shrugged
their shoulders. The Germans gave us some crusts of

bread. We were horribly crowded. Some did manage
to he down, but the air down there was so vitiated that

they coidd not remain in that position. A companion
in misfortune and I shared a chair between us. We were
among the lucky ones ! It was a relief when, somewhat
late the next morning, they took us out of our prison.

We took the Melreux road. On the way bread was
handed round.

At Melreux railway station we were again counted
and changed our escort. It was no advantage to us.

There was a train of cattle trucks in the station. Bustling,

kicking and hitting us, they got us on board and pad-
locked us in. There had been beasts in the trucks before

us. The dung was hastily removed. No benches and
no straw.

After a two hours' wait, two soldiers entered our
truck and we departed by the Ambleve line.

Every time the train stopped the soldiers guarding

the stations insulted us. When we reached Germany
it was stUl worse. If the platform at which the train

stopped was not on the side where the door was open,

that was at once shut and the other opened. If there

were two platforms, a door was opened on each side

alternately, to give a treat more to the German hearts.

We were treated like beasts in a menagerie. Officers

and soldiers—^and they were everywhere—gave the lead

to the civilians. The women and children kept on

insulting and using threatening gestures at us.

(b35) »
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Our escort was welcomed as if they had done some-

thing heroic.

At some station or other we saw a woman cheering

from her window. She unfastened her dress, shewed her

breasts, and made as if to offer them to the soldiers.

The journey lasted 23 hours. Once only had we
anything to eat and drink, and we owed that to the Red
Cross.

On the journey a prisoner was killed by a revolver

shot while trying to escape from the moving train.

About three a.m. on August 28th we alighted at

Wilhelmshohe Station (Cassel). We were formed up in

ranks, counted, entrusted to a fresh detachment of

soldiers, and at a quick pace we marched along the streets

of the city. Our arrival must have been announced, for,

in spite of the early hour, a hostile, abusive and threaten-

ing crowd lined the streets. There were women and even
children there.

The old and lame could not keep up at the pace we
were marched. Their companions helped them and
dragged them along, whUe the soldiers stimulated their

flagging energies with the butt ends of their rifles.

We reached the prison and were put iato cells, three

or four of us together. As they were shutting up M.
Brichet, the forest inspector, he desired to have his son
(fourteen or fifteen years old) with him. " No father with
his son," said the warder. Judge Herbecq was also separ-

ated from his son (sixteen). Two or three days after-

wards, however, the two lads got leave to join their

fathers.

Many others were not so fortunate.

I will not delay to speak of the mental suffering that
our imprisonment entailed—suffering caused by anxiety
about our families and our country, and also by the
uncertainty how long we should be kept prisoners, by
our isolation and by our want of occupation.

The day but one after our arrival we were taken to
a shower bath and each was given a pair of shoes and a
shirt. They put a comb into each cell.

They made us fill up an identification form. The
prison authorities were astounded at the criminals who
had been brought to them ! The majority were artisans
and tradespeople. There were also the burgomaster of
Dinant, a sheriff (echevin), the professors at the High
School, the post master, the inspector of forests, aU the
warders at Dinant (arrested at the prison with one of
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their prisoners), advocates, three assistant judges, two
judges, the public prosecutor, and one of his deputies.

There were besides one lunatic, a dozen children from
thirteen to sixteen, and some old men, one of eighty-
one years of age.

After eight days we were assembled in a courtyard
and told that we were not found guilty, but were only
detained for reasons of pubhc safety, and could write
home. After a further wait of eight days, each was given
a post card. Then fifteen days later, several received a
sheet of paper and an envelope. Towards the end of our
detention we were able to write almost as we liked. But
it was practically of no use. At the outside only a dozen
letters reached Dinant before our return. Not until the
middle of October did we get permission to send a hst

of the prisoners to Belgium. Some of the letters sent ta

us reached Cassel.

Our prison was a very large one. There were 400 or

500 common criminals, including some serving life

sentences. They were better treated than we were.

Our cells, each occupied by three or four, were about

nine metres square, and cdntained about twenty-five cubic

metres. Light and air came from windows with duU
panes, placed about the height of a man. The upper part

could be half-lowered so as to admit air. There was also

a movable pane. When a knob was pushed the pane
opened and one could catch a ghmpse of a courtyard

and a bit of country. The common criminals might

do that. We were strictly forbidden to do it.

Our furniture consisted of a radiator, a table, some
pegs, a tiny wardrobe, a case containing clothes brushes

and boot brushes, a porcelain jug, a stone pitcher, four

bowls and four spoons, a small wash basin, two hand

towels made out of old prison clothes and never changed,

a bucket and a chamber. No chair, the frame of an

iron bedstead—of no use because the mattress had been

removed—and -lastly two trusses of straw and four

blankets. The straw was soon reduced to dust, and we
had to wait two months for it to be renewed.

When we complained they made excuses. It had been

raining ; the peasants had not been able to thresh their

com, or there were no horses to cart the straw. Most often

they only shrugged their shoulders.

Eight or ten days before our departure they put one

or two chairs in each cell. The ordinary criminals had

both a bed and a chair.

(b35) d 3
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Some of the cells were underground and were lit by
a window on a level with the courtyard. They were dark,

damp and cold.

Once a week we were taken to the courtyard for an
hour. There, watched by soldiers with fixed bayonets,

we walked round the yard in single file. We were not
permitted to walk in pairs. About the middle of October
the number of walks was increased and made three, and
then five, a week. The duration never exceeded three-

quarters of an hour. Except on Sundays, the German
prisoners exercised every day.

They were all put to work. Of us, after a fortnight

or three weeks, some were put to gardening, paving or

washing. The choice of gangs was left to the warders.

At first there seemed to be some kjnd of rotation ; but
the warders preferred to have the same men and so the

same men always went.
There was some improvement later on. Tailors and

shoemakers were put to work. The burgomaster of

Dinant, and six or seven others washed potatoes. About
the end of October, an effort was made to find work for

a larger number of prisoners. The prison governor
entrusted our affairs to the Catholic schoolmaster attached
to the prison, and he endeavoured to relieve our boredom.

The number permitted to work in the courtyards was
increased. They put us to making mats and to filling

mattresses. With about thirty others, I was occupied
in plaiting bags. The work was done in the open. It

was a double relief not to feel the oppressiveness of the
walls and to meet others who were not cell companions.
Very many could never get leave to quit their cells for a
moment or obtain any occupation.

To overcome the deadly dullness which afflicted us
all, the prisoners made dominoes drawn on pieces of paper,
packs of cards, and even draughts and chessmen, the
pieces being made of breadcrumbs. They were made
very small, for bread was scarce. They also distributed
among us a few packs of cards !

The food was quite inadequate. We had each day
450 grammes of hard black bread. In the morning a
pint of some tepid fiuid which may have been coffee.
A.t midday three-quarters of a litre of greasy soup. At
night half a litre of vegetable soup. On three occasions
we had potatoes, but never any meat. Turnip and
cabbage soups were the usual fare. After a certain
time this latter became a nauseating and unwholesome
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diet, Some of tlie prisoners were engaged in cutting
cabbages to make sauer-kraut. They had to preserve
carefully the damaged leaves, and twice a week our soup
was made of them.

The German prisoners received lard, herrings, and
perhaps meat, for once or twice some of us found a
piece of meat not larger than a nut in our soup. I think
this accident occurred when they emptied into our soup
what was left over from that made for the Germans.
They also had bread and to spare, for several times at the
commencement of our imprisonment they threw some into

the courtyard from their cell windows. This irregular

distribution was stopped. The area of our walk was
reduced and the bread no longer reached us.

In short, we were always hungry. About the end of

October, those of us, who had relations withia Germany,
were allowed to have money sent them. We could then
buy bread and sausage. There were some who bought as

much as a pound of bread a day.

On our return, the doctors at Dinant found that

several were suffering from illness and serious consequences
from malnutrition.

Tobacco was always forbidden.

There was a doctor attached to the prison. After a

time we had free access to him, but it was not so at first.

One Croibien had been sHghtly wounded in the

forearm by a bullet at Dinant. The wound, receiving

little or no attention on the march, festered. In spite of

his sufferings, he was refused attention at Cassel. It

was only after several days that they decided to send
him to the infirmary. They had to amputate his arm.

He died a day or two after the operation. Neither during

his fife nor after his death were his father and brothers,

who were also prisoners, allowed to see him.

According to those who went there, the infirmary

was a marvel of uncleanliness.

Medicine was only distributed very sparingly. For
example, M. C asked the doctor for a dose of arsenic

which he had been accustomed to take at Dinant. " Have
you any money ? " said the doctor to him. " Yes."
" Then you wiU have arsenic." And it cost him two
marks.

The organisation of the rehgious services was the

only thing properly done, save that mass was said on

Fridays instead of Sundays,

(b35) »
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There was no reason for arresting us, nor do I know
what reason they can have had for releasing us.

One fine day they told us that we were about to leave

Our return was carried out in four parties. The first left

on November 18th. The others followed at intervals of

a few days.

It would be unjust not to mention the courage with,

which aU bore their captivity. " Let them keep us as

long as they will, provided they are driven out and we
shall be masters in our own house when we return,"

said one of the workmen prisoners to me. He thus ren-

dered a feeling which I know was held by all : Liberty

for us, yes, but for our country first.

M. TCHOFl'EN,
Public Prosecutor of Dinant.

Comment is superfluous. We do not think we need

emphasise the importance of this work, the fruit of en-

quiries made on the spot and the personal testimony of

a distinguished magistrate, head of the public prosecutor's

department at Dinant.

As the Public Prosecutor ofDinant says, the number of

victims, who have been identified, is between 630 and 650.

We do not wish to overburden our report by pubUshiag
the long list of the dead. We content ourselves with setting

out in the Appendix the names of a great number of old

men, women, and children who were murdered.
In the Province of Namur, apart from the villages of.

Romedenne,* Onhaye,t Anthee,{ and Sorinnes,|| men-
tioned by the PubUc Prosecutor of Dinant, and the
tovms of Namur, Tamines, Andenne, and Dinant, and the
communes of Surice, Hastiere-par-dela and Hermeton,
with which our Eleventh Report deals, numerous villages

and hamlets were almost totally destroyed.

* On the pretext that one of their officers had been killed at Surice
by a yoang girl of 15, the Germans delivered up the village of Rome-
denne to sack. Pillage was general. 120 houses were burned down.
Many inhabitants were murdered. Among them were M. Collard, an
old man of 75, father of Major Collard, aide-de-camp to General Leman,
and Mme Penasse and her daughter, aged 13. In the church of
Romedenne there were several wounded Frenchmen lying on straw.
The Germans killed them all and set the church on fire.

t Five persons were shot, including the cure of the village and
a little girl of 6 (Leah CoUignon). Four were accidently killed.

114 houses were burned down. 30 only remain untouched.

{ 16 people were shot, including Abbe Piret, the car6 of the village.

Dr. Jacques, mtirdered at Surice, and a woman, Celine Cr^pin. Of
83 houses, 72 were set on fire.

II
Everything was burned down, except the church, the chateau and

a farm. Two people were killed.
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This is the ease at Auvelais,* Spontin,t Maurenne^
Willersee, Villers-en-Fagne, Franchimont, Frasnes, Mor-
ville, and Dourbes.||

The following places also were partially burned down :

Monceau, Louette-Saint-Pierre, Bourseigne-Neuve, Bievre,
Biesme, Silenrieux, Ermeton-sur-Biert,§ Stave, Oret,
MariemboTxrg, Bonnines,lf Bouge, Wanlsort, Arsimont, and
St. Gerard. In a great many other localities the number
of the houses which have been burnt is very high.

Apart from a few cases where the fires were caused
by shells during the fighting, all these were criminal
acts. The fire was caused deliberately with the intention
of destruction.

Many churches in the diocese of Namur were intention-

ally set on fire ; notably those of Dinant (Notre Dame),
Walcourt (Notre Dame), Spontin, St. Nicolas (Dinant),
St. Pierre (Dinant), Frasnes, Porcheresse (Wellin), Ethe,
Surice, EvrehaUles, Romedenne, and WiUersee.

Many vicarages, with their interesting local records,

were destroyed, as at Izel, Hermeton-sur-Meuse, Jamoigne,
Hastiere-par-dela, Ethe, Assenois, Dorinnes, Tintigny,

Louette - St. - Pierre, Aisemont, VUlers - en - Fagne, St.

Vincent, Biesme, Spontin, Framont, Jehonville, Houde-
mont and WUlersee.

There were numerous desecrations of churches and
sacred objects, as in Luxembourg, at Porcheresse, Ethe,
Ortho, Musson and Maissin, in the Province of Namur,
at Bonnines, Anthee, Maizeret, Cognelee, Foy-Notre-
Dame, fivrehaiUes, Lesve, Lisogne, Awagne, Sorinne,

Romedenne, and Hastiere-par-dela.

In the same diocese of Namur 25 priests and monks
were murdered.

About 250 priests and monks were wounded or stood
against a wall, though in the end they were not shot,

or underwent very harsh treatment.

* 55 people were shot at Auvelais and 124 houses set on fire.

Numerous dwellings were plundered. At the " Maison du Peuple
"

over 47,000 francs in coin and notes contained in two safes were stolen.

I 45 people were murdered, including the village cure, the burgo-

master and eight women or girls. 136 houses were set on fire. About
60 inhabitants were taken away, most of them barefooted, across the

stubble, their arms tied behind them and raised from their backs by-

cords passed round their necks. They were insulted and ill-used in

every way.

i 44 houses were burned down.

II
Three persons were killed and 45 houses set on fire.

§ Six people were shot and 87 houses set on fire.

f 42 houses were completely, and 22 partly, destroyed.
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Nearly 100 places in the Provinces of Namur and
Luxembourg were the scene of the murder of civilians.

In many places old men, women, boys, girls and infants

were victims. These murders were accompanied by
refinements of cruelty not only to the victims, but to
their wives, mothers and children.

APPENDIX.
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Olivier Pierard
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Clementine Dupont-Dumont
(Widow) Geron-Fastrez .

.

Mme. Camille Fievez

Marie Florine Laloux
Pauline Fondine .

.

Melanie Saudinne-Minet .

.

Mme. Gerard-Bovy
Mme. Joseph Guery-Wartigue
Mme. Guerry-Patard
Marguerite Guetin .

.

Juliette Herman .

.

Appoline Hottelet-Georges

Hortense Jacquet-Sarrazin

Leopoldine Mouvin Van Heden
Marguerite Morelle

Marie Morelle-PinsinaUle

Josephoine Naus . .

Marie Paquet
Adele Pinsinaille .

.

(Widow) PinsinaiUe

Julie Polet Desk^ne
Leopoldine Rameux
Nelly Eiodrigue-Ninette

Theodorine Tassogne
Marie Thonon-Legros
Marie Toussaint (Mrs. Schram)

. Felicie Toussaint-Pirlot .

.

Victorine Toussaint-Delimoy
Helena Toussaint
Mme. Stevaux-Anciaux .

.

Marie Storway-Polet
Clotilde Van Loen-Matagne

Childben.
Felix BoUeux
Auguste Bara
Marie Beaujot
.Marthe Beaujot
Georgette Charlier

Maurice Charlier ...

Leon CoUe
Georges Colignon
Maurice Betamps
Henri Bourdon
Jeanne Bourdon (of Ditiant)

Edmond Bourguignon
Marcel Bevy

36 years old

42

32
18
45
23
20

20

70

11

67 „
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Camille Bultot
Norbert Bultot
Louis Charbottier
Anna Charlier

Gilda Genon
Eugene Goffin

Edmond Guetin
Georges Hennuy
Marcel Hennuy
Charles Lemaire
Benjamin Louis
Gilda Marbot
EmUe Meurat
Eva Meurat
Josephine Meurat
Andree Michat
Georges Delaey
Eugene Deloge
Rene Dupont
X. Dupont
Joseph Firmin
Felix Fivet "

Marcel Fondine
Robert Fondine
Rene Gaudinne
Alphonse Migeotte
Jules Morelle

Nelly Pollet

Edouard Pollet

Jean Rodrigue
Maurice Roucoux
Henriette Roulin
Vital Soree
Nelly Struval

Maurice Thibaut
Jules Vinstock
George Zvollen

14 years old

24
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TWENTY-FIRST REPORT.

Beport of the Delegacy of the Commission of Inquiry sitting

at London.

Le Havre, 1st September, 1915.

M. CARTON DE WIART,
Minister of Justice.

Monsieur le President,

The Delegates of the Commission of Inquiry, sitting

at London,* have forwarded us the following report.

" London, July 29th, 1915.

"To M. G. CooREMAN, Minister of State,

President of the Commission of Inquiry on the Violation

of the Rules of International Law and of the Laws and

Customs of War.

Monsieur le Ministre,

Since the report which we had the honour of presenting

to you towards the close of December, 1914, we have

continued to examine witnesses among the Belgian

refugees in England. We have made a special point

of summoning the most recent arrivals, who can give

precise details as to the facts already before the Com-
mission of Inquiry.

The conclusions established by the Committee set

up by the British Government under the chairmanship

of Lord Bryce have moreover confirmed, on the

largest scale, the inquiry of your Commission as to

the excesses committed by the enemy invading Belgium,
especially for the district between Louvain, Aerschot,

Malines (Mechlin) and Vilvorde. The enquiry, which
collected the depositions of the Belgian refugees for the
English Committee, stopped at the beginning of this

* The Delegacy of the Commission of Inquiry sitting at London
is composed as follows :—

Sir Mackenzie Chalmers, K.C.B., formerly Under Secretary at the

Home Office, and Member of the Council of India, President.

MM. de Cartier des Marchienne, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister
Plenipotentiary of H.M. the King of the Belgians, and Henri
Lafontaine, Senator, Members ; Henri Davignon, LL.D., Secretary.



OF THE RIGHTS OF NATIONS IN BELGIUM. Ill

year. We have endeavoured since then to record evidence
relating to incontestible violations of the laws of war and
the rules of humanity with regard to respect for unarmed
civilians and protection of soldiers who are wounded or
prisoners. We have the honour to report to you the result
of these investigations.

The great bulk of the refugees in England are
Flemish peasants. Their collective testimony, unanimous
and free from rhetoric and passion, amounts to a terrible

charge against the German armies in the rural district

which they trampled and drenched with blood. The
Bryce Report, with its Appendices, is conclusive on this

matter. We have devoted our attention to witnesses of

a better educated class, being thus free to make a stricter

cross-examination, with a view to a minute examination
of their declarations. The members of the liberal pro-
fessions, particularly priests, whom we have heard,
enable us to give you some matters in conj&rmation of the
facts which you yourselves have already established by
your earlier enquiries—^facts, the number and nature of

which must remain a source of astonishment throughout
the civilised world.

We refer only to direct evidence. We have not taken
any other except so far as it ensured the possibility of

arriving at direct evidence.

I.

The events at Aerschot, already estabhshed by the
evidence of the victims themselves, were narrated to us
by a priest belonging to a religious foundation who resided

in the city from the day the Germans entered until he
was deported to Germany with 22 other priests and
monks. We give only that part of his story which
rests on his personal experience.

On the morning of August 19th, the Germans made
their way into the convent where the witness resided.

This convent had been converted into an ambulance,
properly registered under the auspices of the Belgian

Red Cross. There were wounded Belgians in it. Al-

though the principal door, over which the Red Cross

was flying, was open, the Germans hacked open the side

doors. With fixed bayonets, led by officers, revolver in

hand, the soldiers invaded the ambulance, on the pretence

that officers and soldiers were hiding there. They wished

to take them away, and themselves tore off the bandages

of the wounded, openly declaring, " We pay no attention

to the Red Cross."
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The staflf, priests, monks, lay brothers, and a fe"v

civilians who had been seized outside, were stood aloi

the front of the building to be shot. The order was,
however, not carried out, though some bullets fired in

the direction of the dressing station kUled three civilia^iis.

The staff of the dressing station succeeded in escaping
while the soldiers were occupying the convent, firing at
random, and after passing through the streets in the
midst of the firing took refuge in the civil hospital.

In the evening the staff of the ambulance re-established

the convent, where a large number of wounded civilians

were entrusted to their care. These were visited at
regular intervals by a German surgeon, for whom one
can have nothing but praise.

On the 22nd or 23rd August a new and very numerous
body of German soldiers was stationed in the convent,
in spite of the superior's protests. The officers made merry
there. Hundreds of empty bottles were found in the
corridor.

On the 26th, the cure of Gelrode brought to the
ambulance three of his parishioners who had been wounded
by the Germans in his village. In spite of the advice
of the staff, he decided to return to his parish. We saw
him no more, and learned later that he was seized,,

tortured and finally put to death by the German troops.

The German officers quartered in the ambulance
used it as an observation post.

On the evening of August 27th, sustained firing was
heard near the convent. About 3 a.m., an officer

ordered all lights in the wards to be put out. On the
28th, in the morning, two officers, revolver in hand, with
about forty soldiers, invaded the convent. They said
that by superior orders the house must be cleared, as
shots had been fired and luminous signals given. The
wounded were then taken to the town hospital, and the
staff, then composed entirely of priests and monks, for the
lay brothers had been sent away, were taken to the church
under escort. On the way, German soldiers insulted the
prisoners, but the officer commanding the escort, on the
other hand, shewed his good will and tried to stop the
insults. The church was already full of civilians—^men,
women and children. The priests and monks were
searched. The chalices they had brought were taken
from them and placed on the altar.

The captivity of the staff of the ambulance lasted
from August 28th to September 6th. The choir
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was reserved for them. They had to lie on the altar
carpet. They were only given bread and water and
sometimes a little soup. On the 29th the women and
children were allowed to leave. On the 30th an American
monk and another, a Dutchman, were released. At
different times, German soldiers came and abused the
priests. On the 30th a sergeant-major, asked by the
priests about the firing on the night of the 27th, for which
they were blamed, replied, " It was a piece of stupidity.
They were our men and have been punished."

On September 6th, the priests were allowed to cele-
brate mass. That day, they began to give passports to
prisoners under 18 or over 45 years old. Priests and
monks were not included in this proceeding. About 4.30
there was great excitement. This is what happened. "We
reproduce the exact words of a witness, signed by him
after they were read to him.

" About 4.30 there suddenly came an order to form
in rank and go to the station. On the way we were

- grossly insulted by an officer before weeping women
and children. All the soldiers echoed him. There were
22 of us, and we had a huge escort. A friar aged 75
was struck with the butt end of rifles. When we arrived
at the station, we joined some 300 civilians. The men
had been taken just as they were from the church, and
in this garb, a primitive one for several of them, they had
been carried off."

These statements are almost hterally confirmed by
a passage from the note-book of a German miKtary
cyclist, already quoted in part in the Fifth Report.*

This note-book, which has been in our hands, does not
bear the owner's name. The following is a complete
translation of the crucial passage

:

" September 6th was a day of rest. We only sent off

300 Belgians to Germany, among them 22 priests. It
was dreadful to see the women and children bidding them
farewell. All these people are incited by the priests, who
have preached in the churches that they will gain Heaven
hj firing on the Germans and killing them."

The witness gave us an account of this journey to
Germany. The ambxilance attendants were still wearing
their Red Cross armlets. Finally these were taken from
them, in spite of their protests. At the stations, the
populace was encouraged to insult the prisoners. On

* See Annex vii.
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September 8th, when they arrived at the camp of Senne-

lager, near Paderbom, orders were given that the priests

should be decently treated. They were, neverthe^ss,

lodged in a stable. Their cassocks were taken from them,

and they were forced to put on the cloth costume of

common law prisoners, for which they had to pay nine

marks. The next day, an examining magistrate interro-

gated some of them, and told them that their arrest was
due to a mistake. All the priests and monks were there-

upon taken away to Miinster, still wearing their livery of

shame ; at Miinster they were interned in the Great
Seminary.

Their detention lasted until December 20th. On the
19th they were given German passports, but they could
not obtain restitution of their papers, notably those
which showed them to be ambulance attendants,

II.

We have heard some new evidence bearing on events
at Louvain, and establishing certain details by reference

to the position from which th6 witnesses assisted at the
shooting of citizens, the arson, the pillage, and the
evacuation of the town.

A Professor of the University stated that on August
25th, after 7 p.m., he and his wife came out of their
house at the Tirlemont Gate ; while he was speaking to
a party of German soldiers who had asked him the way, he
saw a German military motor coming from the Boulevard
de Tirlemont, and making for the Rue de Tirlemont,
which stopped for a moment and made luminous signals.
Shortly afterwards, a fusillade broke out in the Rue de
Tirlemont. The Professor's wife had a bullet through
her skirts ; he hurried her off, and they were obliged
to hide in the cellar of a house in the Rue de la Plaine.

A well-to-do artisan saw the arrival of the German
infantry by the Diest Gate that same day in the afternoon,
from the window of a house at the corner of the Rue de
I'Entrepot and the Rue du Sel, in the quarter of the
Canal. Suddenly a German machine gun opened fire
upon the infantrymen from the direction of Mont Cesar,
at a distance of about fifty metres. One of the soldiers
was struck in the head, and the witness saw him fall.
The other bullets from the machine gun were buried in
the houses. A civilian was killed.

A Dominican Father, from the monastery of the Rue
Juste-Lipse, returned from Germany, where he had been
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taken with all his colleagues, gave a detailed account of
what he had been able to see during the days and
nights from August 26th to August 29th. His evidence
seems to us noteworthy in connection with the follow-
ing points :

1. Before anything had happened at Louvain, and
from the beginning of the German occupation, an urgent
recommendation was made daily in the Church of the
Dominicans, as in all the churches of the town, by order
of the German authorities, to this effect :

" The civU,
military, and ecclesiastical authorities beg the inhabitants
of the town to remain calm, as they have been up to the
present. In this case, the mihtary authorities will not
take any hostages." This proclamation was made in
the two languages.

2. During the night of August 25th-26th, the monks
heard, from inside the monastery, irregular firing ; they
saw the glow of burning buildings, and received a number
of wounded, both Germans and Belgians, among them
a httle boy of eight, whose shoulder was shattered. One
of the wounded German soldiers, a CathoHc of Polish
birth, stated to the Fathers that he had been wounded
by a German bullet in an exchange of shots between
two groups of German soldiers.

3. During the day of August 26th, the monks watched
the conflagration of the town and the destruction of the
Church of Saint-Pierre from the roof of their monastery.
The Father-Superintendent of the novices, who had gone
out the evening before in search of a doctor, returned
to the monastery accompanied by the Vice-Rector of the
University. They were surrounded by German soldiers ;

the whole community was mustered in one of the rooms ;

the monks were ordered to hold their hands up, and the
ofl&cers covered them with their revolvers. The Father-
Superintendent bade farewell to the monks, to whom he
explained that he was ordered to go through the burning
town, together with the Vice-Rector of the University, in

order to make a proclamation to the people. Towards
evening, however, they were brought back by a Geraian
military doctor, who had taken them under his protection,

but who stated that the town was to be rased to the

ground. Two monks were requisitioned to continue the

proclamations to the people. The object of the proclama-

tions was to prevent the civilians from firing ; they

invariably replied with tears, " But we are not firing."
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4. On August 27th the whole commujaity was marche'd

to the station. At the moment when they were leaviiig

the monastery, an old man was brought in, seriously

wounded in the abdomen ; it was evident that he had but
a few hours to live. A German officer proposed to finish

him off, but was deterred by the Prior. One of the monks
attempted to pick up a paralysed person who had fallen

in the street ; the soldiers prevented him, striking him
with the butt end of their muskets. The weeping, terrified

population was hurrying towards the railway station.

Presently they were driven out of the town towards
Tirlemont, the soldiers forcing them in that direction.

The German doctor, who had taken the Dominicans under
his protection, at last sent them off by train to Cologne,

where they Avould receive hospitality in the monastery
of their Order.

There are very few witnesses of what happened at

Louvain after August 27th. The greater part of the

population had fled at this date, on the announcement by
the Germans that the town was to be bombarded. It was
then that the systematic pillage of the town began, as

described in the note-book of the German soldier, Gaston
Klein, an extract from which was published in your fifth

report.* g

A Belgian mtness gives detailed confirmation of the

following sentence of Klein's

:

"The battalion marched into the tovm in close

formation, breaking into the first houses to pillage wine
and other things."

This witness is a Belgian railway official, the father of

a family. He had fled to Ghent with his family, but had
made up his mind to return to his home at Louvain on
August 27th. He and his family were arrested on the
way by a platoon of the 162nd Regiment of German
Infantry and confined in a stable in the village of Rotse-
laer with many other inhabitants of the district, among
them a consumptive old man, aged 92. After the burning
of this village by the German soldiers, the prisoners were
taken to Louvain on August 28th. There were about
2,000 of them. On the height of Wilsale, the officer of
the 162nd Regiment in command of the escort gave
orders to the soldiers to fire upon three agriculturists
who were working in the fields. At the level crossing of

* See Annex ii.
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Louvain-bassin, the officer, having noticed a shadow in
one of the houses on the Diest road, ordered his men to
fire a volley at the windows.

When the soldiers of the escort arrived in the Rue de
la Station, they sacked various houses, notably a shop
with copper goods. The prisoners were taken to the
riding-school in the Place de Manege, where they remained
from three to five o'clock. During this time the witness
and his companions saw all sorts of stolen objects carried

oflf on carts and in men's arms.
Shots were still heard occasionally, and there was a

panic among the soldiers. However, they soon set to

work again, emptjring bottles of wine, especially cham-
pagne, in sight of their officer. The prisoners were lodged
on the stone floor of a school, the men on one side, the
women and children on the other. They had nothing to

eat or drink, and the riiext day, the 29th, the men alone

were mustered and marched through the town, the women
and children being permitted to return to their villages.

In the Rue Saint Martin, the Rue du Canal, and the Rue
de rEntrepot, the witness saw the dead bodies of

civUians which had been lying there since August 25th.

The German soldiers giggled at the sight.

Towards evening, the men over forty years of age
were released, with the exception of the Cure of Wespelaer,

aged 57, who was forced to march with the younger men
in the direction of MaKnes, towards the Belgian army.

At Campenhout, the curate of the village was
carried off, after being obliged to make the circuit

of his parish tied to a cart, which was drawn by a horse

at walking pace. Between Boortmeerbeek and Hever,

the prisoners, 1,700 in number, were driven forward,

and the soldiers of the escort halted, ready to fire

upon any who should turn back. After a night of

marching, the wretched fugitives reached a place of

safety. They had been walking for seventeen hours

without food.

A letter has been communicated to us, addressed to

a priest of the community of Jesuit Fathers at Sydney,

by a Belgian monk, who witnessed the death of Pere

Dupiereux, executed by the German troops between

Louvain and Brussels. We extract the following passages :

" At last day broke, happily a day of rain which mitigated the fury

of the flames. About 8 o'clock in the morning I was in my room,

when I heard the voice of — shoutinfj Li the corridor :
' Everyone

must turn out; the town is to be evacuated in an hour.'
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" Shortly afterwards, the Tervueren road presented a lamentable
appearance. The poor inhabitants had tied up their most precious

possessions hastily in little parcels ; many of them had fled taking

nothing with them ; others were carrying sick and infirm persons,

or Httle children. I myself carried for a long time a poor Httie bare-

footed urchin. At intervals we came upon German patrols ; we
approached holding up our hands and showing white handkerchiefs.

They received us with insults : Schweinepriester, Hallunken (pigs of

priests, rascals) who incited the people to fire upon us. Others more
moderate explained : Die Unschuldigen mussen mit den Schuldigen

leiden (The innocent must suffer with the guilty).

After passing several of these patrols uninjured, we arrived at last

at Tervueren, after walking for about two hours. We hoped soon
to be safe in Bussels.

But here the road was barred by a large number of soldiers. We
were stopped. We had to show everything, to empty our pockets

and lay everything on the ground in the mud. We were placed in

a row with the soldiers in front of us, hurling insults at us with the usual

refrain of Schweine. The officer had ordered them not to approach
us. But he had scarcely turned his back when they advanced to

iU-treat us ; the officer could only restrain them by pointing his revolver

at them. Some of the soldiers were ordered to search us, to see if

we had any arms or cartridges ; they declared that one or two priests

had been found in possession of revolvers. I had unbuttoned my
cassock at the .top, thinking that this would suffice, but a soldier tore

it open from top to bottom with a brutal gesture, pulling off all the
buttons but two.

" He had a cartridge in his hand while he was searching me, and
was going to slip it into my pocket, when Father P. noticed it and told

the of&cer. I do not know whether this soldier was punished.
" After searching us, they took us into a large meadow adjoining

the road, and made us sit on the grass wet from the rain ; soldiers were
set to guard us. AU the monks and priests, who arrived, were put to wait
there, even some nuns, about a hundred in all. We remained there
from half an hour to an hour. Then they made us stand in two rows
along a wooden fence which divided the meadow in half. We all

thought they were going to shoot us. We put our rosaries round our
necks and took our crucifixes in our hands. The priests gave the
absolution.

" They then divided us into groups of twenty. My group was
taken behind the fence to the other half of the meadow.

" After a while, I could not say how long, two soldiers brought, in
Father Dupiereux. Another came bearing a paper and asking to whom
it belonged. The Father claimed it. They then asked for someone
who could speak German, and my name was mentioned. Think what
I saw

!
The Father had a white cross marked on his back, and he

was holding his crucifix in his hands, and looking steadily at it. A
soldier hande^ the paper to me ; the ofacer said :

' First you are to
read this paper in French, and then you are to translate it into German.
You had better be careful ; if you omit a single work, you will be shot
with him.' My heart was beating violently. The poor Father was
alieady condemned. What was I to do ? Not read? Would the
death of the Father follow my reading ? The following was the
.substance of these notes: 'The Germans have invaded Belgium,
burning and killing on every side. Like hordes of bai;barians, they
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have carried destruction in their wake. When Omar had burnt the
library of Alexandria, it could hardly have been beheved that such a
deed could be repeated. And yet it has happened again at Louvain :

the Library has been given over to the flames. This, then, is the
famous Germanische Kulfur of which they axe so proud !

'

" When I had got so far, the officer said :
' Gentig, ah (Enough, go).'

Someone tried to intercede :
' Kein Wort mehr (Not another word).'

Hereupon the Father, who had Ustened to the reading calmly, with
perfect self-possession, asked for absolution. This was explained to
the officer, who seemed to have some difficulty in understanding, but
gave permission. The Father knelt down, and Father Femand
WiUaert received his confession. Then the Father got up. Father
W. took him by the hand. The officer cried :

' Vorwdrts fiir den
Front (Forward to the front) ' . The Father advanced without hesitating

a moment, his eyes never leaving the crucifix which he wore on his

breast. When he was about fifteen metres in front of our row, he
halted at the officer's command. The latter then ordered four soldiers

to place themselves between the Father and us. He had his back to

us, shovring the white cross marked upon it. The officer gave the word :

' L^ an (Take aim). Feuer (Fire)'. The four shots were fired

simultaneously, making but a single detonation, and the Father
fell on his back. His arms stDl twitched. Only then were the

spectators, among whom was the victim's twin-brother, ordered

to make a half turn. A confrere turned round again to see what
followed : the officer approached the body and fired his revolver into

the ear, the bullet passing our through the eye.
" The officer then made me translate the following proclamation

:

' You wiU be taken with us in our carts. When we arrive at a village,

two or three of you will be chosen to go and warn the Burgomaster to

keep the population quiet. If shots are fired from any house, the

whole village wiU be burnt, and all the inhabitants killed, as well as

yourselves.'

We all got into the carts and installed ourselves as best we could,

some on sacks of oats, some on planks.
" Among others we had with us Mgr. Ladeuze, Lord Rector of the

University of Louvain, and Mgr. de Becker, President of the American

Seminary.
" We traversed Brussels in this fashion, the crowds on the

boulevards wondering anxiously what this singular procession of

priests could mean. Towards 8 in the evening, thanks to the inter-

vention of the Father Provincial, we were released."

III.

Your eleventh Report, Monsieur le President, contained

an impartial account of the burning of Tamines and of

the massacres which took place there. We have taken

the evidence of two witnesses, who participated in

almost the whole atrocious sequel of events, and that

of others, who were present only at a portion of them.

You know that M. I'Abbe' Hottlet, the parish priest

of Les Alloux at Tamines, and also M. I'Abbe Docq were

killed in the systematic and authorised massacre of some

.450 men at least, on the evening of August 22nd. During
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the whole time that the fighting between the French troops

on the farther side of the Sambre and the German troops

from Velaines, which had been stopped at the bridge of

Tamines, was going on, a great number of the inhabitants

had been seized, without distinction of age or sex, and
successively exposed in the fields and meadows to the

south of the Church of Les Alloux, and to the east of the

colliery of Sainte-Engenie. This living rampart having
checked the French fire, the civilians were shut up in

the church of Les Alloux, whence the men were brought
out in the evening, to be executed in the Place Saint-

Martin, between the Sambre and the railway from Namur
to Charleroi.

A witness who was close to the Abbe Hottlet until

the moment when he was led off to execution gave us

the following account

:

" On Saturday, the 22nd, in the morning, the Germans came to

the Presbytery about 4.30. They fired at our gate, which had been
broken in with an axe ; it was the garden gate. Four soldiers came in,

and one laid down his axe beside M. le Cure. I had to go up into all

the rooms with them carrying a lamp, to satisfy them that there were
no French soldiers hidden there. After this visit, during which two
other soldiers kept M. le Cure covered with their revolvers, he returned
to the church and fetched the Holy Sacrament, which he brought
back tinder a hail of bullets.

" M. le Cure gave the soldiers fruit, beer, and bread and butter.

The vicar and his sisters came and joined us. Finally we all took
refuge in the cellar, where M. le Cure confessed us and gave us the
Sacrament. Towards noon, we came up to try to get something to eat.

But some soldiers came to summon us, to put us with all the other
civilians they had collected since the morning, and drive us out under
the fire of the French soldiers. We were above 800 persons, including
women and children. They put us into a meadow on the road to
Velaines. The French ceased firing when they saw us. Then the
German army defiled past us. Afterwards they moved us to another
meadow. It was 5.30 in the evening. They then took us back to Les
Alloux. The Germans made us ask pardon, and cry ' Long live

Germany !

' The children were crying and screaming. We went and
drank the water at the coUiery. Some soldiers had pity on the children,
and went and fetched two cows to feed them. The monstrance was
set up on portmanteaus, and we all lay down and prayed, looking
towards it.

"About six o'clock we were brought back to the church of
Les AUoux. Eveiybody was begging for mercy .... Other
soldiers arrived. A tall red-haired fellow came to fetch the
keys. We were told that all the men were to come out and
bury the dead. I fetched a cloak for M. le Cure. Then all

the men went away, including M. le Cur^, the curate, and the
Ahh6 Docq. We, the women, children and two old men, remained
all night in the church. In the morning about 8 o'clock, we were
let out, and I was able to return to the Presbytery. I waa.
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there when an officer arrived in a large grey motor car with two or
three soldiers. He spoke French a httle. He said :

' Gut Bourgogne,
gut Champagne, gut Fine Champagne.' And threatening me with his
revolver, he forced me to give up all the wine. He loaded the car
with it and all my provisions and went off.

" I got away to Baulet, and it was only on Tuesday that I heard
that M. le Cure had been shot with the rest."

The massacre took place on the Place Saint-Martin
at Tamines. We have heard the evidence of two persons
who lost several relatives. They arewomen of good position,
a mother and her daughter-in-law, who have given us
an identical account of the awful hours they spent before
their respective husbands, father and son-in-law, were
taken out to die. Two little girls of nine and seven years
old were present at their deposition, as they had been
present throughout the tragedy. The narrative of
these two women, one sixty-nine, the other thirty years
of age, in the presence of the two little girls, brought
back to us vivid pictures of some of the cruelties
deliberately committed by the German army at Tamines.

On Saturday, August 22nd, about three o'clock in
the morning, a party of ten soldiers knocked at the door
of the house inhabited by the family in the Place Saint-
Martin. The whole family had taken refuge in the cellar

siace the day before at five o'clock.

" My father-in-law and my sister-in-law^ said the witness, opened
the door. They came in, their revolvers in their hands, saying :

' You see the fire aU rbimd you, get out of this, it is aU to be burnt.'

They then begsm to break everything, and to set fire to the house
by means of httle sjrringes. They broke the pumps to prevent us
from extinguishing the flames. They drove us out with the butt-ends
of their rifles, and would not allow us to take our money. Together
with the children we chmed over a 12 foot wall, and found ourselves

in a garden. German soldiers fired at us from the road adjoining the
garden. My brother-in-law had two biiUets in his left arm. At the
screams of the children (there were six of them, four very young), the
firing ceased, and the soldiers made us get into a ditch, but others
farther off fired at us. The battle with the French troops was going
on at the time. We then took refuge in a pigsty in front of a burning
farm. There were 17 of us. We remained in the pigsty from 11.30 in

the morning to 4.30 in the evening.

" About this hour, the German troops arrived at the Place in

large mmibers. Some soldiers saw us. We came out, and they took
us to a superior officer. He drew his revolver, aimed it at the men of

the family, and told the soldiers that we must all be shot. We knelt

down and begged for mercy on the children. The soldiers then took us
to the station, where another officer said :

' They must aU be shot.

They set us against the wall and the soldiers pointed their guns at us.

My sister-in-law went in search of the officer. The children cried

:
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'Have mercy upon us!' Then the officer called out: Halt! (Stop),

He was quite a young man. He sent us to the church of Les AIloux,

where there were already 2,000 persons. The soldier said :
' You have

been firing on us, you will all be shot.'
"

The narrative of this witness tallies from this point

with that of the previous witness. The husbands and
sons were carried off with all the other men that Sunday
evening, and were never seen again. The women were
taken to Velaines the following day, " We did not come
back to Tamines," adds the witness, " until Tuesday, the

24th, We went to the Place Saint-Martin, where we saw
traces of blood. My sister-in-law recognised her husband's
cap. We walked along the Sambre, and we saw corpses

on the banks and in the water. Of these last 47 were
taken out of the river, my husband among them. On
Wednesday these corpses were buried in a garden. At
the beginning of September, the communal authorities

asked leave to exhume these bodies and bury them in

the old cemetery round the church. This was permitted,

and we then learned that my father-in-law and my
brother-in-law were among those shot, and my husband
among those who had been drowned."

Another witness brought us photographs of the scene
of slaughter. On the part of the Place that runs along
the river, it is easy to distinguish large patches of chloride

of lime, sprinkled to prevent the putrefaction of hundreds
of corpses. The position of these patches shows that the
German soldiers stood with their backs to the church
to shoot down their victims, some of whom tried to

escape by swimming. The river, one of the vsdtnesses

tells us, was red with blood.
We have not heard the direct evidence of eye-wit-

nesses of the massacre, like that on which your eleventh
Keport was based. But a man who managed to escape
before the execution, whose father and brother were
among the victims, and who afterwards returned to
Tamines, gave us an account of his personal experiences.
These began at the moment when the Germans, meeting
with resistance from the French troops at the approach
to the bridge over the Sambre, arrested all the civihans
they could lay hands on.

" I was seized with my father and my brother, says this witness,
in the cellar where I had taken refuge. There were about sixty of

us, all men. The Germans put us in front of them as a shield. The
French thereupon ceased firing. They allowed the Germans to cross
the bridge, and mass themselves in close formation, stiU preceded by
us. About 5 o'clock, the French opened fire with machine guns. We
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threw ourselves on the ground ; some ten of us were killed or wounded.
The French did all they could to spare us. During the battle, the
Germans set fire to all the houses in the Rue de la Station, the Place
Saint-Martin, and the Rue de FaUzole. They did not look to see if

there were people in the houses."

It was after this battle, when the French were in

retreat, that the wholesale executions began in Tamines
;

the mustering of the population in the church, the bring-
ing out of the men, their grouping in the Place Saint-
Martia, the mockery of a sentence read in a low voice
by an officer, the first volley which kiUed and wounded
a portion of the victims, the order to those who had
thrown themselves on the ground to get up, and their

massacre by a second volley, and finally the despatch of

the wounded and the dying by means of the butt ends of

rifles, bayonets, and pieces of timber.

The number of victims was given in your eleventh
Report as about 450. It seems that this number wouldbe
increased if account were taken of the unhappy sufferers

killed in their own houses, burnt alive, or done to death
fortuitously among the ruins of the town.

A witness gave us a Hst printed at Charleroi, in which
there are 336 names of murdered persons, among them
the two priests and nine women, and the names of 59
wounded.* Another showed us a photograph of several

corpses, among them that of a little boy, on the rviins of

a house destroyed by fire.

IV.

The horrors of the massacre of Andenne are no whit
behind those of the butchery of Tamines. In each we
find traces of the same spirit of system and method,
the same participation of officers in the crime, and the

same absence of all provocation on the part of the

civiP population. In both cases, the object was to

wreak vengeance on the population for the military

damage inflicted on the invading army by an act of war
of the opposing armies ; at Tamines, the defence of the

passage of the Sambre by the French ; at Andenne, the

destruction of the bridge over the Meuse by the Belgian

engineers.

The massacre of Andenne is confessed by the Com-
mander in Chief, von Biilow, whose proclamation we have

ourselves seen and caused to be photographed. It was

* See Annex ix.
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posted up in various places with tlie avowed object of

terrorising a country which seemed unduly determined to

persist in its resistance,* Only it is far from being a

mere matter of the execution of a hundred people by

way of reprisal and in contravention of Article 50 of

The Hague Rules of War. The number of the Andenne-

victims cannot be computed. We have received an

initial Ust of 103 bodies exhumed and identified, among
them those of several priests, women and children.

A witness has told us how the fusillade began without

cause. He was at the intersection of the high road

from Namur to Liege and the main street leading to

the bridge towards evening on August 20th. The
troops were advancing on the tow-path towards the-

pontoon-bridge that had been constructed to replace

the bridge that had been blown up. " At a given moment,"

he says, "there appeared to be a break in the ranks; an

order seemed to be circulating through them, and we saw

the soldiers put their rifles imder their arms. At that

moment, no report of fire-arms had been heard. A few

minutes later, I heard a few shots on the further bank

of the Meuse. Then there was an outburst of firing, still

on the other bank. But the soldiers in front of us imme-

diately began to fire in the direction of SeiUes. We ran

away along the houses under a hail of bullets. The

troops at Andenne had been seized by a regular panic. I

heard bells ringing, the voices of of&cers rallying their men.

Soldiers hid in the stables. We heard the gaUop of teams

of horses. The firing ceased at intervals. All this went

on for some time."

The witness and his family took refuge in the cellar

of his father-in-law's factory for the night. At dawn, the

German soldiers seized the latter's son, who had ventured

out into the street. Others kUled the witness' fatheErin-

law on the spot, as he was in the act of opening the door

to soldiers who were threatening to break it in. The-

witness saw this through an opening in the trap-door of

the cellar in which he was hiding. When he made up his

mind to come out, he saw the body, with part of the head

blown off. Venturing into the street, he found women
weeping because their husbands had been takenfrom them.
He saw three dead bodies in the garden of the adjoining

house. Learning that aU themen were being killed, he hid

* See Annex iv.
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again, in company with another brother-in-law. From
his retreat he heard a Uttle boy of fourteen brought
in, his body riddled with bullets. The German soldiers

posted outside the house refused to let anyone go for

help. The child died. Women arrived, screaming that
the town was being set on fire.

Still hidden in his retreat, the witness remained
without food or drink until Sunday. He heard German
soldiers come several times to rob the house. On the
Saturday his father and his brother, who were hostages,,

described to him the massacre of a large proportion of the
inhabitants on the Place des Tilleuls, on the previous day.
He remembered hearing volleys from his hiding-place.

A witness who lived at Seilles, opposite Andenne,^
on the other side of the river, told us how on August 20th,

the German troops, who had come across on the pontoon
bridge, -began to fire at random towards evening. About
forty of the inhabitants were killed, and 160 houses were
burnt. There were no longer any Belgian troops at Seilles

or in the neighbourhood. The houses that were spared
were pillaged. The witness saw the furniture piled on
trucks at the railway-station. The men were not drunk,
and the officers were with them, directing the pillage and
arson.

Various photographs of corpses have been brought to

us, said to have been taken at Andenne. We submitted
them to a leading inhabitant of the town, who signed a
statement to the eflfect that in one of the photographs

he recognised the corpse of one of the aldermen of the

town, a manufacturer, a married man and the father of

three children. He stated that the unhappy man had
been taken from his home, and into a field near his factory

with seven other persons, where they were all shot by
the same German soldier, a big red-haired fellow. The
witness' wife also formally recognised the corpse.

V.

We questioned a mother and her two sons, who had
escaped from the massacres, concerning events at Dinant.

Mme. D described the initial excesses of the

German troops as follows :

—

" On the night of August 21-22, German soldiers arrived by the

Ciney road. The French were on the left bank of the river. They

were not very numerous. The Germans brunt seventeen houses and

fired into the cellars. They were drunk and went up the hill again

afterwards. On Sunday, the 23rd, the German troops arrived in
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great numbers. When I opened the door of my house I saw the

soldiers coming down, and firing at random when they came into the

main street. Three soldiers rang at my house and came in."

One of the sons opened the door. The soldiers ordered
him to go out, and pointed their rifles at the other son,

who was retiring into the back of the house. The witness,

who was pushed into the street by the soldiers while

they were carrying ofif her sons, saw houses blazing and
noticed the corpses of civiUans. It was ten o'clock in the
morning. When she rejoined her sons, she was ordered

to go into M. BouUle's forge, his stables being already

full. She heard a volley fired in a neighbouring garden.

After a time, the civilians in the forge were taken to the

prison. On the way, the witness saw the bodies of persons

who had been shot, screened behind cordons of soldiers.

The houses in the Rue Leopold were on fire.

When they arrived in the courtyard of the prison, a
machine gun emplaced on the mountain fired into the

group. Several civilians fell, among them Mme. Stevane,
a woman of eighty. The soldiers then allowed the prisoners

to take shelter in a place adjoining the prison-gate.

About 6.30 in the evening, the men were ordered to step

into the middle of the courtyard. The witness' younger
son, who had been carried off at first, had been restored
to her, but her elder son was in the group of the con-

demned. After the collective execution of other civilians

placed against the wall of the house belonging to M.
Tschoffen, public prosecutor, a machine gun opened

,
fire upon the group in the prison-yard. But the fire

was ill-directed, and spent itself against the wall of

the yard. Some bullets came through the bricks of

the place where the women and children were sheltered

;

a baby of two years old was killed in its mother's arms.
The German soldiers took shelter behind their prisoners.

Several persons were wounded among the group
in the courtyard, some ofwhom had fled into the passages,
while others had thrown themselves on the ground.
The German soldiers mustered the men again, but an
officer came to say that they were to be pardoned.

Then the women and children were again allowed to
join the men, and they were all taken along the Meuse,
both banks of which were ablaze, to Rocher Bayard,
where the sexes wBre again separated. The women and
children were taken under escort to a neighbouring
village, whence they were able to return to Dinant four
days later.
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Mme. D 's sons, after confirming their mother's
narrative at all points, described what happened after
the separation :

—

" At Rocher Bayard," said one of them, " we were 300 men, the oldest
being 83. It was 10 o'clock in the evening. The soldiers fired the
few houses still intact by poming an inflammable liquid over them.
They made us lie down in the street. Some French prisoners had
joined us. We were searched, and aU our money was taken from us and
handed over to the officers. They made us carry the soldiers' knap-
sacks. They took us back to Dinant, which was in flames. In front
of the well of M. Tschoffen's house, we saw a heap of dead civiUans.

They made us go up the Saint Nicolas mountain, where we saw some
woimded civilians at the point of death."

The prisoners were then taken to a village, where
they slept in a field. The next day their numbers were
uicreased by a fresh convoy. The soldiers threatened
to shoot them, searched them again, insulted thena freely,

and refused to- give them anything to drink. After making
them walk to Marche and Melreux, the Germans put
them into cattle-trucks and sent them to Coblentz.
There were forty in each truck, where they had no straw,
and very little food. From Coblentz they were sent on
to Cassel. All along the route the population, which
seemed to be expecting them, insulted them.

The unhappy prisoners, among whom were the magis-
trates of Dinant, were shut up in the prison of Celles.

They were never questioned or tried. A Dominican
priest was told off to preach to them. They were liberated

in batches from November 18th to November 23rd.

VI.

As you know, M. le President, the murder of civilians:

by German soldiers began from the very first moment
of the German occupation, and in a district where Belgian

troops had offered no resistance to the enemy.
A witness has told us the circumstances under

which, on August 10th, at Balen, her husband was-
killed, and also an EngHsh subject, Mr. Mackenzie,
an aged minister of the Scottish Church. The
latter, together with an Enghsh lady and her children,,

returning from Germany, had stopped at the witness's

house, as it was impossible to continue their journey.

The place is quite close to. the German frontier. A
detachment of infantry was quartered there. About 4.30

in the morning, the witness, her husband and her guests

heard shots fired in the house next door. Two men had
been shot there. They all hid in the cellar. " Suddenly^
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we heard shots through the window, and cries of Heraus !

(Out with you!) Mrs. B., the EngUsh lady, went

up first with her maid and children. I followed, then

came my Httle boy of ten and my husband, and, lastly,

the old EngUsh gentleman. I went into the street,

and turning round, I saw my husband fall forward, struck

by a buUet, and then the old Enghsh gentleman. The
shots were fired by several soldiers commanded, by a
mounted officer. They then went on to a neighbouring

house, where they kiUed another man.
The vsdtness's narrative is fuUy confirmed by Mrs.

B., the EngHsh lady, whom we were able to discover,

and who gave us her account as follows :

—

" I woke at five in the morning, and looking out of the window
I saw in the light of dawn a regiment coming from the direction of

Eupen, and entering the village.
" A few minutes later, there broke out a terrible fusilade close to the

house. I ran to my children and with my maid's help got them down
into the ceUcir as quickly as possible.

" Scarcely were we installed there, waiting in great anxiety to see

what would happen next, when the street door was broken open, and
the window panes were shattered.

" I heard the soldiers running noisUy through the house, exclaiming
that we had fled.

" I suddenly thought of the burning house I had seen. I preferred

the risk of being killed by a buUet to that of being burnt aUve, and I

came upstairs hastily with the children to leave the house.
" At the doorJ foimd myself surrounded by 30 or 40 soldiers with

a mounted officer.

" I at once asked in German if they were going to shoot us. The
of&cer rephed that they did not touch women and children. He
asked me at the same time if there was anyone else in the house. Of
course I told himwho was there. At thismoment Mme. B. appearedwith
her Uttle boy, and they were ordered to place themselves by us, on
one side.

" A moment later, Mr. B. appeared in his tvun (I do not know if

he came of his own accord, or was driven out by the soldiers). He
had not time to utter a word ; he stood still for a second, looking
round with a bewildered air. Five or six shots were fired at him, and
he fell dead.

" Mr. Mackenzie then came out. When I saw the soldiers raise
their rifles, I cried in German :

' You are not going to kill that man

!

He is an Englishman !

' The officer rephed :
' That doesn't matter.

Someone in this house fired on our soldiers !
' and poor Mr. Mackenzie

was killed on the spot before he could speak a word.
"At the inoment when I myself came out of the house, the

soldiers were firing at another man, our next door neighbour ; he was
hit three times before he fell. Yet another man. dead, too, lay at my
feet."

At Chanxhe, in the valley of the Ambl^ve, another
witness declared to us that he had seen, subsequently to
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August 5th, civilians bound on the river bridge. Twelve
of them had been shot without any reason.

A witness of the sack of Tongres wrote to us what he
saw.

On August 18th everything was calm in the occupied
city. The stadt commandant expressed his satisfaction

at the reception given to the troops by the inhabitants.

About three o'clock mutinies broke out among the soldiers

against the officers, who wished, they said, to make them
continue their forced march. After eight o'clock in the
evening, shots were heard from aU corners of the town,
and in the direction of the railway station seven houses
were set on fire. We heard the cries of wounded men, the
shouts of soldiers and the whistles of officers. Soon
they rang at aU the doors, and the inhabitants were driven
from their houses. A soldier declared to the witness,
" We are masters of the town and of everything in it,

and you must leave at once and abandon it to us." The
witness tried in vain to persuade the superior officer to

spare the town. He was imprisoned for the night. In
the morning he was released and went home to

take some rest. Towards five o'clock in the morning
(at daybreak) he declares, " I was awakened suddenly
by shots, shattering of glass, and the rumbling of

carts. I rushed to the window ; the brigands ' were at

work' in the neighbourhood. Through a chink I watched
their manoeuvres. First of all, I saw the windows of

the shop of M. V S broken by rifle butts.

Then came a German army waggon, under the command
of an officer. This waggon bore the following marks :

3 A.R. WAG 1 (I suppose 3rd Artillery Eegiment, Waggon
1). The soldiers and the officer vied with one another in

pillaging the shop—first gin, then bonbons, gingerbread,

sugar, etc.—and carefully placed their booty in the waggon
From there they went to the house of S , and took

some groceries and spirits. Afterwards it was the turn of

D 's house. There they stole shirts, rugs, clothes, etc.

Following that they carried off boots from V 's,

always for 3 A.R. WAG 1."

The few inhabitants who remained in the town were

shot at when they wished to leave their houses. The
witness saw the dead body of a small boy, twelve years old,

and of a young man rendered irrecognisable by a gunshot

fired at short range. Fifteen other persons were killed to

his knowledge. A number of houses were pillaged and

burnt.

(b35) e
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VII.

Several soldiers have reported to us that they saw
wounded despatched by the German soldiers. Corporal
Leopold Devis, after the battle of Hofstade, on August
26th, having received a splinter of shrapnel in the right

shoulder, dragged himself behind a little mound of earth,

where he fainted away. " On recovering consciousness,"

he himself told us, "I heard shots. Beside me was the
soldier Van Goidsnoven, wounded in the legs. He said

to me, ' Let's pretend to be dead.' Several Germans came
towards us, crjring out, * Sie leben noch ' (They are stiU

alive) ; instinctively I shut my eyes, and I heard the
report of a gun. The soldier Van Goidsnoven had received

a bullet in the head. I was lying on my stomach, my cap
pulled down on my head, and my arms covering my
temples. German soldiers fired a shot at me, which
pierced my cap and grazed the top of my skull. I

received besides blows with rifle butts and kicks in my
side, and I fainted away."

Having regained consciousness later, the witness, at
the cost of superhuman efforts, succeeded in regaining the
Belgian lines. We verified the visible mark of his wound
on the top of his skull.

The soldier, Joseph Ecran, was the victim of a similar
attack on August 19th, while retreating with his platoon
before Aerschot.

" In leaping a ditch I contracted a strain which
prevented me from keeping on. I lay flat on the ground
and pretended to be dead when the Germans arrived.
They passed by without stopping. But two soldiers, after
a certain time, came, and turned over the body of one
of my comrades, and then turned me over. One of them
having given me a blow on the stomach with the butt
end of my rifle, which they had picked up, they saw that
I was alive. Another of them said in German, ' He is still

alive,' and loading my rifle, he fired a bullet through mv
face." ^ ^

Brought twenty-four hours later to the ambulance
at Aerschot, he was rescued there by the Belgians when
Aerschot was retaken. To this day he is disfigured by the
shot received in the face.

The soldier Pierre Mertens, on August 18th, at
Op-Linter, having taken shelter with his comrades behind
an embankment, from where they continued to fire on
the Germans, saw the latter dispatch with sabres the
commandant and the lieutenant, who were wounded in
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front of them. One of his comrades, wounded in the
leg, was dragged by him to the foot of a tree. Forced to
abandon him, he saw a patrol of six or eight German
infantry dispatch him with the butt ends of their rifles.

A civilian witness saw at Ham-sur-Sambre German
soldiers throw three wounded French zouaves into a
burning house.

A woman of Liege gave us revolting details of the
manner in which the wounded, transported into Germany^
were treated before her eyes. On October 27th, she was
returning by train from Brussels to Liege. " At Landen,"
she declares, " I got down on to the platform, and
approached a goods waggon. I saw there seven English
soldiers, five wounded and two dead. The five wounded,
so the German soldiers told me, had been there for four
days. They complained bitterly. There was a mihtary
kitchen on the platform. A corporal of the 57th infantry

took a bowl of soup and bent down before the wounded.
They made as if to take the bowl, but the German soldiers

kicked them in the stomach. The corporal went back
with the bowl. Two other soldiers took buckets of water
with a ladle, and upset them over the EngUshmen,
soaking them and throwing the buckets over them,
I turned to the corporal and said to him, " It is

disgraceful, you are ill-treating wounded men.' He
answered me in good French, ' Those pigs have got to
die (crever).' I answered, ' Kill them then at once.'

He rephed, ' Don't be afraid, we are killing them all, but
aU in good time.'

"

The lot of the English prisoners in German camps is,

according to the reports of several escaped witnesses,

more wretched than that of any of the other prisoners.

The hardest work is reserved for them ;
generally

speaking, moreover, the different testimonies agree on
the brutality of the guards, the insufficiency of the food

and the conditions of filth in the prisoners' camps in

Germany. In most of the camps an ordinary punishment
is to tie a man to a post by ropes, which pass round his

body and leave him for hours suspended at a certain

distance from the ground. Several escaped prisoners

have described to us this punishment, which they have
undergone.

They agree also in declaring that the prisoners have
been robbed of a part of the money which they possessed.

From certain prisoners, and notably from English soldiers,

even a part of their military dress has been taken.

(b35) e 2
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The visits of neutrals have resulted in an improvement
of the treatment. Thus, at Parchin, in consequence of

one of these visits, the prisoners are no longer given
intestines to eat. These intestines vi^ere often already in a
state of putrefaction and contained excrement.

But warning was always given of these visits, and*
arrangements were made so that the camps should offer

a presentable appearance. The visitors were accompanied
by officers in charge of the camp.

We have heard, finally, curious evidence which has
given us an idea of the blindness which the calumnies
with regard to Belgium have produced in the German
people. A Belgian engineer, being on a holiday in Ger-
many, was arrested on July 31st, 1914, three days before
the German ultimatum to Belgium, at a small railway
station in the Eiffel. Without any verdict or sentence
being communicated to him, he was shut up in the prison
cells at Treves until October 7th, and underwent the
treatment of the ordinary prisoners.

During his stay, he heard Belgian civilian prisoners
being ill-treated in the cells near his, and they were
afterwards shot in the prison yard on August 27th.
Released, the witness was permitted to reside in the tdwn
under surveillance, and he, a Belgian subject who had
been arrested before the declaration of war, tried to form
an opinion upon the situation. As soon as he questioned
the passer-by on the subject of Belgium, he found himself
up against an opinion which was unanimous, systematic
and obstinate. In this town, close to the frontier, where,
in time of peace, relations of reciprocal esteem existed
between the neighbouring populations, everyone related
fantastic stories of assassinations, poisonings, mutilations
of soldiers and German wounded committed by Belgian
civilians. On the other hand, the goodness, gentleness,
integrity and nobility of the German soldier Avere extolled
without reserve.

Of these qualities, M. le President, you have had
incontestable proof in the course of the enquiry, which
has led you to draw up the twenty preceding Reports.
That which we have the honour to submit does not
exceed, doubtless, the proofs abeady obtained. At least,
however, being based on independent sources and, we
believe, rehable ones, it attests and confirms the fact that
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the doings of the German army in Belgium have been
contrary to the laws of military honour, to the rules of

international law, and the simple dictates of humanity.

Secretary. President.

Henri Davignon. M. D. Chalmers.

Please accept. Monsieur le Ministre, the assurance of

our high consideration.

President.

COOREMAN.

Vice-President.

Count GOBLET D'ALVIELLA.

Secretaries.

Chevallieb ERNEST DE BUNSWYCK,
ORTS.
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TWENTY-SECOND REPORT.

Destructions and Massacres in the Province of Hainault.

Havre, October 28th, 1915.

Monsieur CARTON DE WIART,
•Minister of Justice.

Monsieur le Ministbe,

The German armies penetrated into the province of

Hainault on August 20th, 1914. The district in the north
of the province, where no resistance was made by armed
force to the march of the invading troops, appears scarcely

to have suffered. The same cannot be said of the towns
and villages of the centre of the province, where these

troops met the English and French armies.

In these districts, as everywhere else in Belgium
where the German armies came into contact with opposing
forces, the civil population suffered greatly.

Judicial District of Tournai.

The first German troops arrived in the neighbourhood
of Tournai on Monday, August 24th, 1914. After a fight

of skirmishers, the French, very inferior in numbers,
fell back on the suburbs of MoreUe and Chateau, both
dependencies of the town of Tournai. The Germans
followed them.

At Morelle the French soldiers entrenched themselves
in the houses and opened fire on the Germans. The latter,

when the French had retired into the interior of the town,
made prisoners of a certain number of the inhabitants of
the suburb, and holding them responsible for the resistance
which they had met, shot them on the spot. They pillaged
some houses and set fire to about a dozen.

At the suburb of the Chateau, and the hamlet of La
Tombe, which is close by, the Germans entered the houses.
They made the inhabitants leave their homes and drew
them up in line in front so as to protect themselves
against the fire of the French, who, to avoid hitting
inoffensive citizens, broke off the fight and fell back.

Having arrived at the centre of Tournai, the German»
ordered the arrest at their homes of a certain number of
municipal councillors, the burgomaster, and the sheriffs,

who had remained at Tournai. They assembled them at
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the Hotel de Ville, where an officer read out to them a
proclamation condemning the town of Tournai, under
threat of the destruction of the town and the execution
of its inhabitants, to pay within three hours a war contri-

bution of two million francs in gold and to deliver up
200 hostages.

The inhabitants succeeded in collecting a sum of

1,700,000 francs. The balance was covered by a note
signed by all the municipal councillors present.

Towards eleven o'clock in the evening, the hostages
were sent back, with the exception of the bishop and the
municipal councillors, who an hour later were transported
to Ath with some French prisoners and some persons who
had been arrested as pillagers of the dead. They were
surrounded by soldiers with fixed bayonets. At Ath they
were treated in a disgraceful manner. They remained
without bed and without food. The bishop, an old man,
74 years old, was iU-treated.

On Tuesday, August 25th, the German troops at the
time of their departure for Bury Peruwelz, seized about
400 inhabitants of Tournai. They gathered them together
round their column and forced them to accompany them
for 36 hours, abusing them, and threatening to shoot
them..

The Judicial District of Mons.

The German troops laid waste the region of Nimy,
Mons, Quaregnon and Jemappes at the time the battle

of Mons was being fought.

The line of defence occupied by the English troops

extended on the west along the canal from Conde to

Mons ; on the east through Mons and Binche.

The Germans, following the Soignies road, marched,
on August 23rd, 1914, in one direction on Nimy to the

north-west of Mons, in the other on Obourg to the

north-east of the same town. They bombarded the railway

station of Obourg and forced the English troops to fall

back. The lunatic asylum, which contained more than

200 female lunatics, was set on fire. The nuns, who
managed it, succeeded in saving the patients committed
to their care.

Towards three o'clock in the afternoon, the German
soldiers attacking the English troops, who were defending

Nimy, crossed the bridge over the canal. They revenged

themselves at once on the inhabitants of Nimy for the

losses which they had suffered. They plundered the

village and set fire to a great number of the houses. They

(b35) e *
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massacred a certain number of the inhabitants with butt,

bayonet and bullet. Women and girls were abominably
outraged.

Then, seizing aU the inhabitants they could get hold

of, men, women and children, they made them march
in front in order to enter Mons. Having arrived at the

town, they took the burgomaster of Mons, M. Lescart,

as hostage, and, preceded by him and the inhabitants of

Nimy, they attacked the English troops entrenched at

the top of the avenue of Berlaimont. Maddened, the

unhappy civilians tried to escape. Several of them were
hit by the buUets of the German soldiers, who fired at

their backs.

Eighty-four houses were destroyed at Nimy ; 17

inhabitants, of whom four were women, were killed.

At Jemappes and at Quaregnon, where sanguinary
combats took place, the Germans, after the fight, set

fire to whole streets and massacred a great number of

the inhabitants. A hundred houses were set on fire at

Jemappes, and nearly a hundred and fifty at Quaregnon.
More than seventy civiUans were kUled. The monument
raised to commemorate the battle of Jemappes was
demohshed.

The viQage of Peronnes was partially destroyed; 63
houses were burnt, eight persons were shot, among whom
was the burgomaster, M. Gravis, a supernumerary
member of the Chamber of Representatives.

On August 29th there arrived at Jurbise a train bring-
ing numerous German soldiers. A fog-signal exploded
andthe train stopped. The Germans got out. Imagining
that a shot had been fired, they seized seven persons,
whom they kUled with sabre and bayonet, or shot. Two
women, Marie Botte, married to one De Sadeler, and her
daughter, were wounded by biillets.

The Judicial District of Chableroi.

The district of Charleroi seems to have been the
theatre of the most serious acts.

A circumstantial report based on evidence given on
the spot was forwarded to us on October 17th, 1914.
It contains the result of an inquiry held the day after
the entry of the German troops in 62 of the 73 communes
of the administrative district of Charleroi.

This is the substance of it.

The first German soldiers appeared on Thursday,
August 20th, in the north-east part of the district, while
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on the same date French troops appeared in the southern
part. More numerous troops estabUshed themselves next
morning in the communes of Gossehes and Manage.
The Germans occupied Fleurus, Gossehes and the neigh-
bouring villages on the evening of Friday, August 21st.
The same evening a German column occupied Piron-
champs. The first incident occurred in this village. A
house was set on fire and the four people who occupied
it, Pierre Vermeulen, 60 years old, Charles Vermeulen,
53 years old, a woman, Rosa Tambour, 68 years old, and
a child, Maria Vermeulen, 15| years old, were killed by
lance thrusts, without any reason which could explain
these crimes.

The invasion of the populous district of Charleroi
took place on Saturday, August 22nd. The first column
left Gossehes about six o'clock in the morning, and went
down towards Jumet. On leaving Gossehes, the German
troops tore from their dwellings about thirty of the
inhabitants and made them march at the head of their
column. Other people were arrested at Jumet and
attached to the group of the inhabitants of Gossehes.

On entering Lodehnsart, the column met the fire of
the French machine guns, which were in a trench cut
across the Brussels road at the place caUed " La Planche,"
and also of French soldiers hidden with machine guns
at the end of the courtyard of a house situated to the
right of the main road. The German ranks fell into
disorder. Immediately the troops broke in the doors,
set fire to the houses, fired shots in every direction,

committing odious brutahties on old men, women and
children.

From there the column marched towards Charleroi
by Lodelinsart and Dampremy, massacring, pillaging and
burning on its way.

Another column coming from Liberchies traversed
Gossehes and reached Roux. A skirmish took place in

this commune with French dragoons, who retreated fight-

ing. The column reached Monceau-sur-Sambre, which it

sacked, and passed through Marchienne, w;hich suffered

relatively little ; then, driving before it some hundreds
of civilians, it marched on Montigny-le-Tilleul, where
scenes of destruction recommenced.

On August 22nd the French troops fell back on Gozee,

where they had prepared important entrenchments.

The German column, which had passed through Char-

leroi, came out by Mont-sur-Marchienne, where an engage-
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ment took place, and it took up its position in the middle
of the troops which were attacking Gozee.

The combat of Gozee lasted the whole day of August
22nd, and a great part of the next day. It was very
deadly. About 2,000 Germans and nearly 500 French
were killed. The battle front extended by Loverval aa
far as Gerpinnes, where had arrived the German troops,

who, coming from Chatehneau, had crossed the commune
of CouUlet and Loverval, marking their passage with
fire and pUlage.

The report relates numerous cases of cruelty com-
mitted by the German troops on the inhabitants. It

points out to us the brutaUties and outrages to which
the civil population has been subjected.

We will only reproduce a part of these.

" In this multitude of acts of cruelty, in this mass of
horrors, one scarcely finds a trace of pity. Without
distinction of age or sex, the Germans smote the innocent
civUians. Old men were killed or wounded by the-

imperial soldiers, four persons over sixty years old were
killed at Couillet, three at Bouffioulx, and three at

Farciennes.

Nor were the women better treated. Among the-

Jumet witnesses was a woman who declared that she-

received blows from the butt ends of rifles and had been
forced, with other women and children, to go in front
of the German troops. One woman who tried to escape
into a field was fired at by the soldiers and wounded in

the nose.

Femande Pacot took refuge in the cellar of her hoiise;.

the Germans broke in and fired eight shots at the unfor-
tunate woman. The poor woman died in hospital after
having endured several days of atrocious torture. Six
women testified that they had been fired at by the Ger-
mans without having done anything which could provoke
reprisals.

Rosa Frfere, of Jumet, was struck by a ball in her back
as she was leaving her house. A married woman of the
name of Pirson was crossing the passage of her house
to take refuge in the cellar when a buUet struck her on
the knee. Julia Coenen had gone with other persons intO'
a field ; the Germans fired at the group and wounded
Juha Coenen in the face ; a married woman of the name=
of Nil was wounded under similar circumstances.-



OF THE RIGHTS OF NATIONS IN BELGIUM. 139

Charlotte Deplis served as a mark for a German soldier,
and was wounded at the moment when she was shut-
tmg a window.

The following is the deposition of five women living
in the Brussels Road at Jumet, the youngest 16 years
old and the eldest 68.

" The Germans entered into our house, where we were
five women alone and hidden in the courtyard. They
took us from our house opposite the Chateau d'Eau.
There they put us in a field, where they bound us to five

men. They told us that we should be shot. We remained
there about twenty minutes. During this time the
soldiers kept levelling their guns at us, and threatening us
with their bayonets."

At Marchienne a woman 74 years old was shot after

having been dragged in front of the troops.

Women of Montigny-le-Tilleul were victims of brutality
-on several occasions.

At Boignee the Germans entered an isolated farm.
Two women who were there took to fiight and hid them-
rselves in a field of beetroot. They were discovered there
by four soldiers, who fired at them; one of them was
killed.

At GiUy a woman, Anna Flemal, baker, being in her
ishop, was kUled by a soldier, who fired his rifle point
blank at her and smashed her jaw.

In the same district two women were thrown into a
•cistern, where they perished.

Numerous cases of rape were also reported in this

commune.
Other cases of brutality committed on women were

also related by a great number of witnesses.

Children were also the victims of the Germans' fury.

"Three children, one only five months old and in the arms
•of its mother, were killed at Farciennes.

The offences of the German soldiers against the laws
of humanity were innumerable. Witnesses testify that

they saw the German soldiers despatch two French privates

of the 112th regiment of the line, who had been wounded
in the course of an engagement at Montigny-le-TiUeul.

The first wounded man had his head split open with a

hatchet whUe two German soldiers were giving him a

•drink ; the second was blown to pieces by a cannon. In

"this same district a man named Vital Arnould was shot

:at six o'clock in the evening of August 23rd for having
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given aid to a French soldier, Louis Sohier, wounded in

the thigh and the side. This wounded soldier was himself

shot.

A notice posted up at Chatelet and signed by the

commandant of the troops, Freiherr von Maltzahn,

ordered " Every inhabitant who had in his house a

Belgian or French soldier wounded or not, to make a
declaration of the same at the Hotel de ViUe. In default

of which he ran the risk of being hanged and his house
burnt down."

A witness declares that he saw at Lodelinsart and at

Jumet, " two German stretcher bearers, who appeared
drunk, leave their stretcher for the moment and go and
set fire to the houses."

In all the devastated districts, the German soldiers

pillaged and stole objects of every kind, food, victuals,

linen, clothes, pictures, jewels, watches, sums of money
in coin and in notes.

The arson and piUage were organised methodically.

At the order of their officers, the soldiers drew up on each
side of the roads. The first broke in the doors and windows
with the butt ends of their rifles or with hatchets ; others

followed them, squirted into the interior of the houses an
inflammable Hquid and set fire to it.

In general it was the houses along the roads traversed
by the German columns which were set on fire. Few
isolated houses were burnt.

Time after time, German officers, when asked as ta
the motives which led to these scenes of piUage, arson,,

and murder, alleged that they were reprisals brought
about by civilians who were said to have fired at the
troops.

All the depositions, and they are very numerous,
which have been collected, contain, without exception,^

the affirmation that no civilian took part in the hostfiities.

On the contrary, the people tried to anticipate the
wishes of the soldiers, offering them food and drink. At
first the German soldiers responded in a friendly spirit

;

their attitude only changed when they met with resistance
from the French troops.

Moreover, the heads of the ambulances all declared
that not a single German soldier treated by them has
been found suffering from wounds other than those
caused by a military weapon.

To sum up, in the communes of Aiseau Bouffioulx,
GouiEet, Farcienne, Forchies-la-Marche, Gilly, Coutroux,
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Jumet, Landelies, Lodelinsart, Loverval, Marchienne-au-
Pont, Montigny-le-Tilleul, Mont-sur-Marchienne, Pietin,
Pironchamps, Rive, Roselies, Roux Thimeon, Wayaux,
110 men, nine women and eight children were kUled

;

34 men, twelve women and three children were wounded ;

more than 300 men, 250 women, 249 children, and 63
entire families have disappeared.

Seven hvmdred and sixty-nine houses were burnt
down ; 2,221 were pillaged or partially burnt, that is,

therefore, more than 3,000 families without shelter ! And
what losses ! What ruin !

The value of the houses burnt amounts to 4,795,937
francs, the damage done to houses pUlaged or partially

burnt amounts to 1,911,799 francs, the .value of the
goods and crops destroyed or stolen amounts to 2,914,014
francs, that of furniture destroyed to 2,850,529 francs,

the total being nearly 12,500,000 francs, to which must
be added the amount of damage done in other districts

reckoned at more than double, Avithout counting the value
of the excessive requisitions which have been made in

the whole district. Finally, there must be taken into

account the enormous war contribution demanded under
threats of the execution of the hostages and of the bom-
bardment of the town of Charleroi and the communes
of the urban district. This indemnity was fixed at ten

million francs.
*

* *

As theReport of which we have just given the substance

indicates, many other places in the district of Charleroi

had to suffer from the invasion, and especially the town
of Charleroi, the communes of Chatelet, Dampremy,
Monceau-sur-Sambre, Montignies-sur-Sambre.

In the town of Charleroi itself, 160 houses were burnt

down in the rue du Grand-Central, route de Mons, and
boulevard Audent, the finest arteries of the town.

The fire was systematically organised under the orders

of German officers.

Some of the inhabitants of the town, and among them
Drs. Coton and de Ponthiere, the latter wearing a Red
Cross armlet, were led off by the troops and forced to

march in front of them.
Forty of the inhabitants perished. Some were burnt

alive in their houses, or suffocated in the cellars where

they had taken refuge. Others were shot down as they

were trying to flee from their houses in flames.
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The German troops arrived at Monceau-sur-Sambre
on Saturday, August 22nd, 1914, about nine o'clock in

the morning. They were received by the fire of the French
machine guns, which were in position on the bridge over

the Sambre.

The commune of Monceau-sur-Sambre was imme-
diately pillaged.

Two hundred and fifty-one houses were burnt out
from top to bottom ; 62 were plundered. Here, as every-

where else, the fire was methodically organised. A group
of soldiers broke in the doors and windows, whUe others

who followed them threw inflammable substances into

the interior of the houses—bombs, grenades, petroleum
or naphtha.

According to a summary valuation made by an
architect, the value of the real property destroyed and
devastated amounts to nearly 1,500,000 francs ; that of

furniture, merchandise and tools to nearly 500,000 francs,

deduction being made of the value of the property
carried off from private houses.

General von Niirbach ordered to be seized, on August
23rd, a sum of 7,500 francs which was in the treasury of

the commune.

Bight inhabitants of Monceau-sur-Sambre were shot,

28 were massacred as they were leaving their houses.
Thirty other persons received wounds which in the end
caused death. By November 4th, 1914, 70 persons of

all ages and both sexes had perished.

Women and children were not spared any more than
the old men. The Gerard family, composed of the father,
an employee on the State Railways, mother, and a child
eight years old, was massacred. The woman was shot
point blank in the courtyard of her house. The father,
holding his son by the hand, took refuge in the garden

;

discovered by a German soldier, they were both shot dead.

An old man of 77 years was killed as he was leaving
his burning house.

The cures of Roselies and Acoz were murdered.
Other places belonging to the administrative district

of Thuin were also severely tried.

The village of Faurceulx was occupied on August
21st by Enghsh troops, who did not retreat till the 24th.
As soon as they arrived the Germans destroyed the
furniture of the communal house and school, and that
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of the teacher's house. All the houses whose inhabitants
were absent were sacked. For six days requisitions were
made without payment and without receipt.

On August 30th, about one o'clock in the afternoon,
the Germans gave the order to evacuate the vUlage.

When the iohabitants were able to re-enter their homes
they found the houses entirely pUlaged. Of 104 houses of

which the village is composed, 98 had been sacked.

Ten neighbouring villages, notably Peissant, Sars-

la-Buissiere, Merbes-le-Ch8,teau, Haulchin, Bienne-les-

Happart, suffered the same treatment. The whole region

was devastated and the inhabitants driven from their

houses for a fortnight.

Please accept. Monsieur le Ministre, the assurance of

our highest consideration.

President.

COOREMAN.

Vice-President.

COTTNT GOBLET D'ALVIELLA.

SecreixLries.

Chevauee ERNST DE BUNSWYCK,
ORTS.
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ANNEX I.

German Outrages in the Province of Brabant.

Recapitulatory Table
shewing in each Commune of the province :*

1. The total number of houses existing in the commune
before the war,

2. The number of houses burnt.

3. The number of houses plundered.

4. The total number of inhabitants before the war.

5. The number of civilians kiUed.

6. The number of inhabitants sent as civil prisoners

to Germany.
BRABANT.

COMMUNES
Total

Number
of

Houses

Houses
burnt

Houses
Plun-
dered

Total
Number
of In-
habi-
tants

Inhabi-
tants
Killed

Inhabi-
tants
Priso-

!
ners in

Ger-
many

ZeUick

Assche
Cobbeghem
Hamme
Maxenzeel
Merchtem
.Opwijck .

Releghem .

Temath

Bellinglien

Leerbeek .

Overyssche

Airondissement of Brussels.

Canton of Anderlecht.

.
I

260
I

—
I

12
I

1,349
I

—
I

Canton of Assche.

—
9
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COMMUNES
Total

Number
of

Houses

Houses
Burnt

Houses
Plun-
dered

Total
Number
of In-
habi-
tants

Inhabi-
tants
Killed

Arrondissement of Brussels

—

continued.

Canton of Schaerbeek.

Neder-Ockerzeel
Nosseghem
Saventhem
Steenockerzeel .

Bergh
Bueken
Campenhout
Elewijt

Eppeghem
Haeren
Hofstade .

Machelen .

Melsbroeck
Muysen
Neder-Over-Heembeek
Perck
Sempst
Vilvorde .

Weerde

Canton of Vilvorde.

Canton of Wolverthem,

Bisyghem .

Bmsseghem
Capelle-au-Bois

Grimbergen (et

Brule)

Humbeek ..

Londerzeel
Malderen .

Meysse
Nieuwenrode
Ramsdonck
Steenhuffel

Strombeek-Bever
Wenunel .

Wolverthem

Total

Pont

Inhabi
tants
Priso-

ners
in Ger-
many

226
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COMMUNES
Total

Number
of

Houses

Houses
Burnt

Houses
Plun-
dered

Total
Number
ol In-
habi-
tants

Inhabi-
tants
KiUed

Inhabi-
tants
Priso-

ners
in Ger-
many

Arrondissement of Louvain.

Canton of Aeeschot.

Aerschot
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COMMUNES
Total

Number
of

Houses

Houses
Burnt

Houses
Plun-
dered

Total
Number
of In- V

habi-
tants

Arrondissement oi "LQUvasn—continued.

Canton of Haecht—continued.

Keerbergen
Rotselaer

Thildonck
Tremeloo
Werchter
Wesemael
Wespelaer

Budingen
Donnael .

Drieslinter

Geet-Betz .

Graesen
HaUe-Boeyenhoven
Heelenbosch
Leau
Neerlinter

Orsmael-Gussenhoven

Berthem .

Bierbeek .

Corbeek-Loo
Cortenberg

Erps-Querps
Everberg .

Herent
Heverle

Kessel-Loo
Linden
Louvain .

Lovenjoul
Neerijssche

Pellenberg

Tervueren
Velthem-Beyssem
Weert-Saint-Georges

Wilsele

Winxele .

Bautersem
Cumptich
Esemael
Gossoncourt

531
532
308
434
496
392
297

Canton

324 ;

109

426
82

345
56

534

166

6

67
31

214
267
46
47

OF Leau.

58
1

1

3

16

71

16

Canton of Louvain.

475
721

363
469
635
320

1,317

1,690

2,243

294
8,719

177
238
175

1,019

339
198

732
315

13

2
129
12

1

312
95

461
103

1,120

18

10

44
28
36

57

98

3

45
19

3

200
356
325
90

1,000

100
20

13

100

200
150

Canton of Tirlemont.

217 19
;

100

308 13 i
207

94 — 7

225 1
— 5

1,147

1,715

471

1,118

Inhabi-
tants
Killed

Inhabit
tants
Priso-

ners
in Ger-
many

275
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COMMUNES
Total

Number
of

Houses

Houses
Burnt

Houses
Plun-
dered

Total
Number
of In-
habi-
tants

Inhabi-
tants
Killed

Inhabi-
tants
Priso-

ners
in Ger-
many

AiTondissement of Lonvaia.—continued.

Canton of Tielemont—continued.

Haekendover
Hauthem-Sainte-Mar-

guerite

Hougarde .

Neerheylissen

Neervelp .

Oirbeek
Opheylissen

Oplinter .

Opvelp
Tirlemont
Vertrijck .

WiUebringen
Wommersom
Zetrud-Lumay

Total

220
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COMMUNES
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ANNEX II.

Statistics of the Houses set on Fire ob Destroyed
IN the Provinces of Antwerp, Li6ge, and Namur.*

The information shewing the population and the
number of houses in each commune is obtained from the
" Encyclopsedic Dictionary of Geography and History of

the Kingdom of Belgium," by A. Jourdain, L. Van Stalle,

and Baron de Heusch. Brussels : Bruylant-Christophe
and Co., Publishers.

PROVEICE OF LIEGE.
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COMMUKES
Number

of
Houses

Houses
Bes-
troyed

COMMUNBS
Number

of
Houses

Arrondissement of Liege—continued.

Houses
Des

troyed

Trembleur
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COMMUNES
Number

of
Houses

Houses
Des-

troyed
COMMUNES

Number
of

Houses

Arrondissement of Dinant (confd.).

Canton of Gedinne.

Houses
Des-

troj'ed

AUe . . . .
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COMMUNES
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ANNEX III.

List of Civilians Massacred at Dinant in

August, 1914.

155

NO.
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NO.
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PROFESSION DOMICILE

121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164

,

165
166

I

167
168

;

169 ;

170
i

171
i

172 I

173 i

174
175

,

176
177 i

178
179
180
181

182
183
184

Corbisier, Fr6d6ric

,, Joseph
Culot, Henri

,, Gustave .

„ Florent .

,, Joseph .

„ Edouard .

Croni, Lambert .

Dachelet, Camille

„ Z^phirin
Dandois, Gustave
Daroille, Arthur
Deaty, D6sir6 .

Dauphin, Desire

„ CaniUle

„ Leopold

„ Josephine
Dauphin-Mouton, Justine
Dehez, Sylvain
Dehu, Victorien
Deleet-Merlier, Flore
Delay, Camille

,, Georges
,, Arthur .

„ Emile .

,, Camille

,
, Ferdinand

Dellot, Jules
Deloge, Eugene

,, Alphonse
,, Edmond

Delot, Charles'

Delvigne, Jules
Demuyter, Constant
Demotte, Modeste

,, Elisee

Defrenne, Jean
Dessys, Jules
Denez, Fran9ois
Disig, Vital

,, Georges

,, Jacques
,, Luc
, ,

Julien
Difirang, Emile
Dobbelere, Jules

Dome, Adolphe
Domine, Ernest
Donn6, Camille
Donnay, Leon
Dony, Adelin
Dubois, Xavier

,
, Henri .

Duchene, Emile
Ernest

Dujeu, Franfois
Dupont, fils

, L^on
', fils . .

Dury, Emile
Eliet, Arthur
Elvy, Waldor .

Englebert, Alexis
Victor

Gasfitter
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NO.
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NO.
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NO.
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Lisair, Pierre
Longirle, F61ix

Louis, Vital

,, Desire

„ FraiiQois

., Benjamin
„ Xavier .

Mouteau, Edmond
Marchal, Jules

,, Henry
„ Michel

Camille
Marchot, Gilda

„ Joseph
Marette-Sanglier, Fran9ois
Marette-Gaudine, Hubert
Marine, Lambert
Marsigny, Madeleine
Martin, Alphonse .

„ Joseph
„ Pierre

Marie
,, Henriette .

Masson, Camille

,, Victor
Materne, Jules .

Materne-Taton, Ferdinande
Mathieux, Franfois

„ Auguste .

,, fimile

„ Eugene .

Maudoux, Armand
Mauris, Octave .

Maury, £douard
Masy, Joseph-Julien
Mazy, Franfois

„ Lucien
,, Ulisse

Mena, Charles .

Mercenier, Nicolas
Meurat, Emile .

Eva
„ Josephine .

Meurat Delieux,Marie-Th6rese
Meurat, Alfred
Michat, Andree
Michel, Leon

„ Lambert
„ Lfeon

„ Tules

„ Emile .

Migeotte, Adolphe
„ Emile

Constant

„ Louis
Camille

„ Henri
Milcamps, Lucien .

„ Jules
Modaur, Nestor
Menard, Jules

Monin, Nicolas . .

„ Jean-Baptiste
Monin-Vanheden, Pauline

Farmer
Police

Superintendent
Factory hand

Weaver

Coffee-house keeper
Warehouseman

Tailor

Quarryman
Weaver
Workman
Brewer

Factory hand
Cutler

Factory hand

Foreman

Day labourer
Housekeeper

Tailor
Commission agent

Mechanic
Brewer

Brewer's workman
Blacksmith
Mason
Joiner
Weaver
Tailor
Lumper

Man servant

Housekeeper
Shoemaker

Ragpicker
Baker

Workman
Warehouseman

Tailor
Brewer's workman

Coachman

Day labourer
Weaver

Pensioner
Lock-keeper
Farmer

Independent
Baker
Weaver

Housekeeper

Diaant

Anseremme

Dinant

Evrehailles
Dinant

Neffe-Anseremme

Dinant

Bouvignea
Dinant
Lisogne
Dinant

(b36)
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>fO. NAME
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PROFESSION DOMICILE

504
505

506
507
508
509
510
511
512
513
514
515
516
517
518
519
520
521
522
523
524
525
526
527
528
529
530
531
532
533
534

535
536
537
538
539
540
541
542
543
544
545
546
547
548
549
550
551
552
553
554
555
556
557
558
559
560
561
562
563
564
565

Poncelot, Gustave .

Prignon, Octave

Poncin, Jules
Questiaux, P>rnand
Quoilin, Anselme .

„ Anselme
Antoine

„ Fernand
,, Nicolas

Rameux, Lfeopoldine

Ravet, Franfois

,, Jean-Joseph
„ Fran9ois

Remaille, Victor
Renard, Albert .

Rifflard, Nestor
Roba, Simon
Rodrique-Muite, Nelly
Rodrique, Jean
Rolin, Jules
Romain, Henri

„ Camille
Ronvaux, Emile

„ Jean
Roucoux, Edmond

,, Maurice
Rouffionge, Charles

Desire
RouUn, Henriette

Joseph
Rousseau, Leon

Sanglier, Gerard
Sauvage, Joseph

„ Auguste
Schelback, Jules
Schram-Toussaint, Marie

Egide
Schram, Arthur
Seghuin, Jules .

Seha, Vital . . .

Servais, Georges
Servais, Louis .

„ Jules-Adolphe
„ Leon

Sollerun, Zenobe
Somme, Gregoire .

Paul . .

Leon .

Adelin
„ Hyacinthe

Soree, Vital

Sonet, Emile
Stevaux-Anciaux, Euph
Struvay-Pollet, Marie
Struvay, Claire

Sibret, Alfred . .

Simon, Auguste
Florian .

,, Etienne

„ Leon
Simonet, Arthur .

Felix

Gasfitter
Communal

Tax collector

Weaver
Workman

Foreman
Workman
Foreman
Weaver
Joiner
Turner

Day labourer
Coachman
Weaver

Town policeman
Housekeeper

Croupier
Man servant
Day labourer

Joiner

Schoolboy

Mason
Weaver

Warehouseman
Public Prosecutor's

Deputy
Factory hand

Weaver

Harness maker
Housekeeper

Turner

Weaver
Tailor

Cabinet-maker

Pensioner
Baker

Shoemaker
Joifler

Electrician

Cook
Independent

Publican

Basket-maker
Factory hand
Foreman
Painter
Workman

Marble cutter

Dinant

Spontin
Dinant

NefEe-Anseremme

Dinant

Bouvignes
Dinant

Anseremme
I*

Dinant

22
40

48
51
53
28
55
33
59
20
50
39
37
66
27
55
18
24
5m.
43
30
40
65
38
17
16
68
32
12
23
32

37
28
22
59
66
64
28
67
59
26
18
63
23
33
48
39
18
25
26
15
32
85
36
2
18
22
39
78
55
47
72

(B35) V 2
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ANNEX IV.

Photograph and Translation of the Notice of
General von Bulow in respect or the

Massacres oe Andenne.

LE 22 AQUT 191<

IIb.Irn.N. 150.

DE la

ilE DE IIEEE

Les habitants de la ville d'Andenne. apres
avoir protests de leurs intentions pacifiques,

ont fait una surprise traitre sur nos troupes.

Cest avec mon consentement que le General

en chef a fait brtiler toute la localite et que
cent personnes environ ont 6te fusillees.

Je porte ce fait a la connaissance de la Ville

de Li6ge pour que les Li6geois se repr^sentent

le sort dont ils sont menaces, s'ils prenaient

pareille attitude.

Ensuite, il a 6t6 trouv6 dans un magasin

d armes h Huy des projectiles « diim-dum » dans

le genre du specimen joint ^ la pi^esente lettre.

Au cas que cela arrivat^ on demandera rigou-

reusenient compte chaque fois des personnes

en question.

Le General-Commandant en chef,

(s.) von BULOV^.'
(till) L-1 Mt-iis*
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[TRANSLATION.]

Armee-Oberkommando, 22nd August, 1914.

TO THE COMMUNAL AUTHORITIES TO THE TOWN OF
LI£GE.

The inhabitants of the town of Andenne, after having protested
their peaceful intentions, made a treacherous surprise attack on our
troops.

It was withmy consent that the General incommand had the whole
place^burnt down and about 100 people shot.

I bring this fact to the knowledge of the town of Liege, so that
its inhabitants may realise the fate with which they are threatened,

if they take up a similar attitude.

Dum-dum projectiles were subsequently found in a gunsmith's
shop at Huy, of a kind of which I send you a specimen in the present

document. If this happens it will be necessary to call,the persons-

in question to account.

The General Commanding-in-Chief,

VON BULOW.

ANNEX V.

Teanslation of the Notebook of a German Officer
MORTALLY WOUNDED AT GOZEE, AtTGUST 23rD, 1914.

August lUTi, 1914.

At this moment I am in a cramped room in a farmhouse
adorned with pictures of saints, a crucifix, &c. The village

of Rohan is one of the smallest in the Eifel district, like

Dreiborn and Hellenthal, which I got to know yesterday.
The population—^which, here too, at the moment consists

only of women—is entirely given up to the raising of

cattle. There seems to be neither factories nor any great
industry in this region. But this country is wonderfully
picturesque, with its low houses covered with thatch,
and with their many angles. What a pity that this is

not a good opportunity for sketching ! But duty calls

us, we must penetrate further forward into the enemy
country. What prospects have we ? Early this morning,
over the heath where we were encamped, the bugle call

rang out full of confidence in victory, but at the same
time how serious. We are going to enter the enemy's
own territory to look for him there—there where, before
Liege, the infantry regiments from Cologne covered
themselves with glory ; we shall attack them without
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delay and put them to flight, then passing quickly into
Erance, we shall fall upon our principal adversary there.

Yesterday, for the first time, the rumour was already
circulating that Belfort had fallen. I, myself, do not
think it has yet.

August 15th, 1914.

The rumour has not been confirmed.

Jalhay, August 16th, 1914.

We arrived here yesterday from Rohan, after a
tiring march. This place, of 2,000 inhabitants, is about
six mUes from the Belgian frontier. The people shewed
themselves very friendly ; all along the road they brought
water for our parched men, covered with dust and
perspiration. We were received with real kindness.

Modeste Defrature-Mohin and his wife were particularly

good in looking after us well. We had excellent butter
to spread on our bread ; we had not eaten any since the
mobilisation. I was even able to sleep for a few hours
without my uniform. As up to now orders have been
always issued at some uncertain hour of the night, we
have usually had very little, or even no sleep. Several
have suffered much from this strain, and stiU do so.

Dr. Loergel has become a quartermaster, and so he is

allowed to put his kit on the waggon and to get gradually
accustomed to these marches on foot. Yesterday the

captain picked me out for a similar sort of favour, to be
driver of the cartridge waggon. As I did not wish to

be at a distance from the front, I asked the commandant
to choose someone else in my place. He chose that fat

non-commissioned officer, Wille, who is enthroned to-day
on the munitions waggon and was delighted not to have
to do this long stage on foot. At Rohan, I met Henri

Wartmann, who is a non-commissioned officer in the

flying ammunition column. We are 19 miles from Liege ;

yesterday we heard the ceaseless thunder of cannon,

which was always advancing more and more into the

enemies' lines.

To-day has been another day of marching. What will

to-morrow be ?

August 11th, 1914.

Bivouac ! Rain ! Burnt villages ! Louveigne ! We
marched, then camped in a great orchard planted with

many fruit trees and surrounded by a high hedge. At
the entrance was a deserted house. The door, which was
shut, was knocked in by blows from an axe. The captain
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had his quarters there. The consequences of war : houses

burnt, women and children crying, the execution of

sharp-shooters, all shew the severity of the times. We
have been really obliged to act in this way. A hussar

patrol was assassinated one night in quiarters ; besides,

a colonel and his adjutant had been killed from a window
by civilians as they were going through the village.

Unlucky wretches condemned to suffer with the others !

Innocent people shot there and then because there was
no time for an enquiry !* Here we are in the conquered
town of Liittich, Liege, as it is called here.

August ISth, 1914.

At Liege we had a false alarm. It was caused by a
violent fusillade by the numerous francs-tireurs, who
make the nights especially unsafe. We were able to return

to our quarters, but at the end of an hour we had to start

again ; another forced march, in the course of which many
were left along the road. We reached Ligney at five o'clock,

and there we were billeted in a Catholic seminary. We
are quite close to the enemy ; to-morrow we shall attack
him.

August 19th, 1914.

Rather late yesterday the sentinels were withdrawn
because the enemy had abandoned his fortified line- from
Namur to Ligney. Got up at 3.30 ; we had to continue
our pursuit of the enemy for more than an hour. An
odious day ; I have never had to make such an effort

before. From Ligney by Hannut, Jauche towards
Jodoigne. Here we are, and do not know what will

happen. Just now the artillery fired briskly ; it seems to
have overtaken the enemy. The noise of the cannon
ceases, a sign that the enemy has once more retired still

further. Yesterday one Belgian and two French divisions
were between Namur and Hannut, in a strong position
that we should much like to take to-day. Unfortunately,
the enemy saw in time that, if they remained, they
would be surrounded and perhaps in great part
captured. Our marching performances are extraordinary,
if you think that a regiment of reserves is not in training
and that we are having most unusual heat. The human

* In fact, the population of Louveign6 took no part in the hostilities.

The writer of the notebook was not present besides at the destruction
of the village, which took place on August 7th, 1914. He confines
himself to a pure affirmation, no doubt based on gossip and contra-
dicted by the facts and the enquiries.
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mass advances in a cloud of yellowdust slowly, but without
stopping. Nevertheless, the heat was so intense to-day
that, so to speak, the men had no energy to keep the
order of the inarch. At this moment we are resting in a
field of rye. Just now I suddenly felt unwell. V. F.

Fleischmann gave me some brandy, which brought me
round, and, after a medical corporal had given me a couple
of pastilles, I felt all right again, so that I hope I can
manage the long five miles which we have still to go. In
spite of the great strain, humour is still found among the

men. Having found a Belgian uniform, they have stuffed

it with hay and hung it from a high lime tree. To every-

one's joy it swings now in the wind. Uniform : Light
blue trousers, black jersey, a foraging-cap, black striped

with red. I reached quartfers with unheard-of suffering.

We sleep in the barn of a large farm at Thorembais-les-

Beguines.

Thorembais-les-Beguines. August 20th, 1914.

I left my straw at three o'clock this morning, fairly

freshened up. The enemy (the Belgians) continue to re-

tire farther and farther. In front of us, on our right and
left, army corps are advancing, which are on the heels of

the enemy, Belgians to the right, French on the left. They
are trying to unite ; our task is to prevent them from
doiag this, hence our terrible marches. In this way we
pass between the enemy columns. We are always

hoping to be able to fight at last, and so put an end
to this frightful chase, with which, however, the army
command does not cease to express its great satisfaction.

A moment ago I heard from the captain that a part of

our army had already passed Brussels. Unfortunately

we have no news. Another rumour : Namur has fallen

and the Italians have entered France. In the last village

through which we passed, at Ottignies*, First Lieutenant

of Reserve von Hagden was killed with four Uhlans by

civilians : they shot them in the back. To-day terrible

punishment has been inflicted. They even cut off

the officer's finger to steal his wedding ring. Such

outrages had already previously happened. The popu-

lation was in the square under guard. Several men were

condemned to death by court-martial and immediately

shot. The women, dressed in black as in a solemn pro-

cession, afterwards went away. How many innocent

people must have fallen with those who were shot

!

* See further on a report which relates what actually happened.

(Annex : Incendiarism and Tillage at Ottignies and Mousty).
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The village has been literally pillaged ; the blond beast

has shown itself in its true character. The Huns and
the lansquenets of the Middle Ages could not have done

better. The houses are still burning, and where the fire

does not destroy them we raze to the ground what is

left standing.* We bivouac again. I am faring pretty

well again. We are in a magnificent villa at Court-

Saint-Etienne, beyond Wavre.

August 21st, 1914.

We are going to NiveUes by Thy,
The forward march seems finished. On the spot

where, a hundred years ago, we conquered Napoleon
under Bliicher and Wellington, we are fighting at this

moment. The artillery has begun. It is impossible to

keep back our Westphalian boys. They are all delighted

at last to join the dance, to escape once for all those

terrible marches. When we went to the field kitchens

to get our food, the major thought that again we should

not have to shoot. Let us hope that we are going to have
our baptism of fire to-day. It is 2.30, we have been here

already three hours and a half. The battalions and the

companies of the column are marching forward. Towards
six o'clock we returned to our quarters because the

French again did not wait. The Uhlans met the enemy
cavalry and engaged with them. At this moment we are

again on the point of fighting.

August 22nd, 1914.

The battle did not take place.

August 22nd, 1914.

Quarters at R6ves, not far from and north of Quatre
Bras. Set out at six o'clock in the morning ; again there

is a prospect of a battle. Two hours' wait in the town of

Courcelles, it is certain now that we shall be under fire.

The first houses in the town were deserted, but soon we
meet more life. The inhabitants put water in front of

their doors and behave in a friendly way towards us

;

we mangle the French tongue. A young girl goes and
buys me a big piece of chocolate for a franc. Our soldiers

(several regiments of infantry, a cavalry regiment, some
bridge builders and pioneers, &c.) are in the best of tem-
pers. Our soldiers' songs, " Deutschland ! Deutschland !

"

the " Wacht am Rhein," spring from thousands of throats.

* See further on a report which relates what actually happened.
(Annex : Incendiarism and PiUage at Ottignies and Mousty).



OF THE RIGHTS OF NATIONS IN BELGIUM. 171

A few miles to the south we shall at last meet the French
and shall beat them in the open field. A battalion of the
15th Regiment of infantry had traversed the neighbouring
villages, Monceau-sur-Sambre, Avithout being interfered
with. Then came a patrol of Uhlans, which was received
with a brisk fire, proceeding from several houses. Once
more the civilian population had fired at us in the back.
More than a dozen troopers thus fell from their horses.
The infantry which followed, marching in close formation,
suffered in its turn such a fusillade, especially from a
factory, that we had to carry away 15 dead and
quite 60 wounded. When our work was done, we
assembled outside the town, where the whole population
had been gathered together for sentence, and all those
who were found with weapons in their possession were
shot.*

August 23rd, IQM.
I have just heard that it is Sunday. We are on

guard in the town of Monceau. On the road, our
company ....

Original Text.

14. August 1914.

Augenblicklich sitze ich in einer engen Bauernstube, die mit vielen

HeUigenbildem, Kruzifixen, u.s.w., ausgeschmiickt ist. Das Dorf
Rohan ist einer der Id. Eifelorte wie HeUenthan und Dreiborn, die

ich gestern kennen lernte. Die Einwohnerschaft, die jetzt auch hier

fast nur aus dem weiblichen Geschlecht besteht, beschaftigt sich

mit Viehzucht. Fabriken oder andere grossere Unternehmungen
scheint es in dieser Gegend nicht zu geben. Aber wundervoll malerische

Fleckchen : Strohdachbauernhauser, niedrig und winklig. Schade,
dass keine Zeit zum zeichnen ist. Die Pflicht ruft : weiter ins Land
des Feindes ! Was wird uns bevorstehen ? Der Armeebefehl klang
heut friih in der Heide, wo wir uns lagerten, recht siegeszuversichtlich

aber auch sehr emst : Wir werden ins Feindesland ziehen, in dem vor
Liittich die Kolner Inf. reg. geblutet haben, den Feind aufsuchen,

sofort angreifen und in der Flucht schlagen. Schnell weiter nach
Frankreich hinein, um dann die Hauptgegner fassen zu konnen. Schon
gestern wurde zum II. Male das Geriicht laut dass Belfort gefallen

•sei. Ich glaube es noch nicht.

15. August 1914.

Das Geriicht ist wieder eingeschlafen.

* See above, 22nd report of the Commission of Enquiry, how the

incidents occurred ; the population did not intervene. The fusillade

to which the author of the notebook refers proceeded from the French
machine guns.
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Jalhay, 16. August 1914.

Gestern kamen wir nach einem sehr anstrengendem Marsche von

Rohan hier an. Der Ort — 2.000 Einw. — liegt etwa 10 Km. von der

belgischen Grenze. Die Leute waren sehr entgegenkommend ; schon

unterwegs brachten sie den dtirstenden, verschwitzt und verstaubten

Soldaten Wasser. Wir wurden eingekwartiert mit voller Verpfiiegung.

Modest Defraiture-Mohin war, mit seiner Frau zusammen, sehr darauf

bedacht, uns gut zu verpflegen. Wir konnten gute Butter aufs Brot

streichen, die wir seit unserer Mobilmachung nicht gegessen hatten.

Sogar hatte ich die Gelegenheit, einige Stunden ohne Uniform zu

scWafen. Da die Bekanntmachung der Befehle bis jetzt immer zu

einer ungewisse Nachtzeit stattfand, bekamen wir wenig Schlaf, ja

manche Nacht gar nicht. Manche hatten, und haben noch, unter

diesen ungewohnten Anstrengungen viel zu leiden. Dr. Loergel ist

Furier geworden— er kann sein Gepack auf den Wagen legen und
sich auf diese Weise allmahlig an Fussmarsche gewohnen. Gestern

hatte mich der Hauptmann zu einem ahnhchen Druckposten auser-

sehen : ich sollte Fiihrer des Patronenwagens werden. Weil ich nicht

gern aus der Front heraus wollte, bat ich den Haupthng, einen anderen

dafiir auszuersehen. Der dicke Untffz. Wille tronte heut auf dem
Munitionswagen und war froh, diesen weiten Marsch nicht mitgemacht
zu haben. — Zu Rohan traf ich mit Heinr. Wartmann zusamen, der

Unterffz. der leichten Munitions-Kolonne ist. — Wir stehen 30 Km.
vor Liittich ; gestern horten wir andauernden Kanonedonner, der
nur immer weiter in die feindlichen Linien hineinfiihrt. Heute ist

noch Marschtag ; was morgen wird ?

17. August 1914.

Biwack ! Regen ! Verbrannte Dorfer : Louveigne. Im Regen
marschierten und biwakierten wir in einem mit hoher Hecke umge-
benen Grasgarten mit vielen Obstbaumen. Ein verlassenes Haus
stand davor. Die verschlossene Tiir wird mit einer Axt zerschlagen.

Die Stube wird das Quartier des Hauptmanns. Die Spuren des Krieges :.

verbrannte Hauser und weinende Frauen und Kinder, Executionen
an Franktireurs, zeigten uns die Riicksichtslosigkeit der Zeit. Es
musste so gemacht werden. Eine Husaren-Patrouille wurde Nachts ii>

den Quartieren ermordet, ferner ein Oberst mit Adjutant beim durch-
reiten des Ortes vom Fenster aus durch Zivilisten erschossen. Wie
mancher aber muss mit anderen leiden, wie mancher wird unschuldig
standrechtlich erschossen,weiI keine langen Untersuchungen voran-
gehen. — Jetzt sind wir in dem eroberten Liittich, oder Liege— wie
es hier genannt wird.

18. August 1914.

In Liittich wurden wir alarmiert ohne Ursachen. Eine heftige
Schiesserei die von den vielen Franktireurs, die besonders die Nachte
unsicher machen, verursacht. Wir riickten wieder in die Quartiere,
aber schon nach einer Stunde gings los : wieder ein ungeheuerer Marsch,
bei dem vie e unterwegs Hegen bheben. — Gegen 5 Uhr, in Ligny,
wo in einem Katol. Priesterseminar Quartier gemacht wurde. — Nahe
vor dem Feind. Am nachsten Morgen, greifen wir ihn an.

19. August 1914.

Schon gestern spat wurden die Feldwachen eingezogen, weil der
Feind seine befestigte Stellung von Namur bis Ligny aufgegeben hatte.
1/2 4 Uhr wurde aufgestanden— nun nach 1 St. den Marsch gegen
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den Feind fortzusetzen. Ein heisser Tag : solch eine Anstrengung
hatte ich vorher noch nicht kennen gelernt. Von Ligny, uber Hannut,
Jauche, nach Jordoigne. Hier liegen wir, und wissen nicht was wird.

Vorhin feuerte die Artillerie mit grosser Heftigkeit. Sie schien den
Feind also gefasst zu haben. Der Geschutzdonner hort auf, ein Zeichen,
dass der Feind wieder weiter zuriickgegangen ist. — Gestern standen
1 Div. Belgier und 2 Div. Franzosen zwischen Namur und Hannut,
und zwar in fester Stellung, die wir eigentlich heute nehmen wollten.

Der Feind hatte soeben friih genug gemerkt dass er— wenn er geblie-

ben— umklammert und vielleicht zum grossen Teil gefangen gewesen
ware. Unsere Marschleistungen sind bewundernswert, da man beden-
ken muss, dass ein Reserve-Rgt. nicht trainiert ist, und augenblicklich

eine ungeheuere Hitze herrscht. In einer gelben Staubwolke eingehiillt

walzt sich die Truppenmasse ganz langsam, aber unaufhaltsam vor-

warts. Heute allerdings, waren die meisten Leute so schlapp, dass sie

nicht die Energie besassen auch nur einigermassen Marschordnung
zu halten. Wir lagern jetzt auf einem Roggenfelde, mir wurde plotzlich

das libel zu Mute. V. F. Fleischmann gab mir einen kl. Cognac, der

mir half ; nachdem auch ein San. Gefs. mir ein Paar Tabletten gegeben,

gehts mir wieder gut, so dass ich hoffe, den 9 Km. langen Weg zuriick-

legen zu konnen. Trotz den iibergrossen Anstrengungen,' war bei den
Leuten der Hiimor nicht eingeschlafen ; sie fanden eine belgische

Uniform, stopften sie aus und hingen sie an eine hohe Linde. Zur
Freude aJler, baumelt sie jetzt im Winde. Uniform : hell blaue Hose,

schwarzer Rock ; Schirmmiitze : schwarz mit rotem Streifen.

Ich schleppte mich mit Not und Miihe ins Quartier. Wir wohnten
in einer Gutsscheune : Charambais-les-Beguins.

20. August 1914.

Heut fruh 3 Uhr stand ich ziemlich erfrischt aus dem Stroh auf.

Der Feind (die Belgier) zieht sich immer mehr zuriick. Rechts und links

von uns marschieren Armeekorps, die rechts den Belgiern, links den

Franzosen hart auf den Fersen sind. Beide woUen sich vereinigen,

dieses zu verhindem ist unsere Aufgabe, aus diesem Grunde miissen

wir solch furchtbare Marsche machen. Wir schieben uns also zwsichen

die feindlichen Heeressaulen. Immer hoffen wir, endlich ins Gefecht

zu kommen, da dieser Lauferei, die von der Heeresleitung immer
wieder lobend anerkannt wdrd, enthoben zu sein. — Vorhin horte

ich von Hauptmann, dass ein Teil unseres Heeres bereits Briissel

passiert habe.—Wir erfahren ja leider gar nichts.—Soeben wieder neue

Geriichte : Namur soil gefallen, und die Italiener in Sudfrankreichein

gefallen sein. Im letzten Dorfe, Attignies, als wir passierten, wurden

gestern abend 1 Oberltnt. D. R., v. Hagden mit 4 Ulanen von der

Zivilbevolk, hinterriicks erschossen. Heute folgt das schreckliche

Strafgericht. Uebrigens waren dem Offz. Finger abgeschnitten, um
den Ehering zu rauben ;

' ahnliche Schandungen waren friiher schon

vorgekommen.—Die Einwohner standen, von Soldaten bewacht, auf

dem Markte. Mehrere Manner wurden vom Kriegsgericht zum Tode

verurteilt und sofort erschossen. In schwarzen Kleidern— wie zu

einer feierlichen Prozession— gingen die Frauen fort. Wie mancher

Unschuldige stirbt unter den Schiissen, die soeben zufallen sind. Das

Dorf wurde buchstablich geplundert : die blonde Bestie zeigt sich.

Die Hunnen und Landsknechte des Mittelalters haben es auch nicht

besser konnen. Die Hauser brennen jetzt und werden, wo des Feuers

Wirksamkeit nicht geniigte, die Reste dem Erdboden gleichgemacht.
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—^Wir Biwakieren heut mal wider.—Mir gehts wieder einigermassen.

Wir logieren in einer wundervoUen Villa in Court-Saint-Etienne, iiber

Wavre.

21. August 1914.

Wir gehen auf Nivelles, durch Thy.
Der Aufmarsch scheint vollendet zu sein. Wo wir vor 100 Jahren

unter Bliicher und Wellington iiber Napoleon siegten, schlagen wir
augenblicklich eine Schlacht. Die ArtUlerie hat angefangen. Die West-
falenjungens sind gar nicht zu halten. Sief reuen sich endhch dran zu
sein, damit die furchtbaren Marsche aufhoren. Als wir uns vom
Kiichenwagen Essen holten, meinte der Major, dass wir wohl wieder
keine Gelegenheit hatten Schiisse zu wechseln. — Hoffentlich be-

kommen wir heut die Feuertaufe. —- Es ist 1/2 3 Uhr, schon
3 1/2 St. liegen wir hier. Die Batl. u. Komp. Kol. aufmarschiert.

—

Gegen 6 Uhr. marschierten wir ab in die Quartiere, weU die Franz,

weider nicht halten wollten. Ulanen hatten in feindl. KavaUerien ihre

Gegner gehabt und sich mit diesen herumgeschlagen. — Augenblick-
lich wieder vor dem Gefechte. h.

22. August 1914.

Aus dem Gefechte wurde nichts.

22. August 1914.

Quartier : in Reves in der Nahe nordl. von Quatre-Bras, Abmaxsch
morgens friih 6 Uhr ; wieder Gefecht in Aussicht. In der Stadt Cour-
celles wurde 2 St. halt gemacht, jetzt soUte es bestimmt ins Feuer
gehen.—Die ersten Hauser der Stadt waren verlassen : bald allerdings

belebte sich das Bild. Die Einwohner steUten Wasser heraus und
unterhielten sich in frohlicher Weise mit uns, man rade brechte franzo-
sisch. — Ein junges Madchen holte mir fiir 1 Frank ein grosses Stiick
Chokolade. Auch unter aUen Soldaten (mehrere Reg. Inf., 1 Reg.
Kav., Briickentrain, Pioniere, u.s.w.) herrschte die frohste Stimmung.
Unsere deutschen Soldatenheder, unser : Deutschl. Deutschl., Wacht
am Rhein, drohnte aus viel 1.000 Soldatenkehlen. — Ettliche Km.
siidlich wollten wir endUch die Franzosen fassen und im offenen Felde
schlagen.

Ein Batl. Inf. Reg. 15 war durch den anliegenden Ort, Monceau
unbehelligt hindurchmarschiert.—Dann kam eine UlanenpatrouiUe,
die aus mehreren Hausern heftiges Feuer bekam : wieder hinterrucks
von der Zivilbevolkerung beschossen. Ueber 1 dtz. Reiter stiirtzten

von ihren Pferden. Die folgende Inf., die selbstverstandhch in gesch-
lossener Ordnung hindurchmarschierte, erhielt besonders aus einer
Fabrik ein solches Feuer dass 15 Tote und wohl 50 verwundete fort-

geschaft werden mussten. Wir lagen nach getaner Arbeit vor der
Stadt, wb die zusammen getriebene Bewohner abgeurteilt und alle

erschossen wurden, die mit Waffen in der Hand betroffen worden
waren.

23. August 1914.

Soeben hore ich dass es Sonntag ist. — Wir waren auf Wache in
der Stadt Monceau. — Auf dem Wage, unsere Komp,



OF THE RIGHTS OF NATIONS IN BELGIUM. 175

ANNEX VI.

Incendiakism and Pillage at Ottignies and
MousTY (Brabant).

In the afternoon of Wednesday, August 19th, an
advance guard of Uhlans was attacked by the Belgian
army, at the hamlet of Lacroix, in the suburbs of Ottignies.

The German captain and a soldier were killed ; another
soldier was wounded and taken to the ambulance at
Ottignies.

The next day, August 20th, the Uhlans returned to
Ottignies. They went to the mortuary, where the bodies
of the captain and the soldier kiUed the evening before
were lying. After having burst open the door to enter,

they proceeded to bury the dead men ; they took a wooden
cross and two wreaths from the tomb of a dead person
belonging to the locality and placed them on that of the
captain.

Towards 7.30 a.m. of the same day very many German
troops—cavalry, infantry, artillery—arrived at Mousty
from aU directions, firing thousands of shots with the
evident intention of frightening the population. Some
of the inhabitants tried to escape ; the Uhlans fired on
them, And then began to plunder and burn the houses,

by preference those which they found unoccupied. The
people to whose houses the soldiers went gave them all

the provisions they possessed. That was not enough for

them ; they were arrested at the same time as all the

civilians met with in Mousty, and taken to the town
square, where we found many inhabitants of Ottignies,

Brussels, and NiveUes, arrested like ourselves, and where

we were to be made responsible for the shots fired at

Ottignies.

But in vain we explained to the interrogating officer

that it was the army which had fired at Lacroix, a place

half an hour's distance from Mousty ; he did not listen to

our arguments, and in spite of the statements of the

wounded German taken to Ottignies, which confirmed our

assertions, we were informed, as the result of a court-

martial, that we were to be shot.

Towards noon, however, they came to teU us that

we were free, that the only reprisals to be taken at

Mousty would be pilliaging, and that the fires which had

been lit might be put out. Unfortunately, while the

people were extinguishing the fires here, the soldiers
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were hastening to set other places on fire further off.

Twenty houses were burnt in the village of Mousty, with

everything that had not been carried oJ0E by the soldiers.

Lacroix and Ottignies have had altogether 66 houses

burnt down.
The women and children were set free on Thursday,

August 20th, at four o'clock in the afternoon.

The chief aim of the Germans in pillaging the houses

was to appropriate money, jewellery and objects of value.

Safes were taken out of houses and broken open in the

town square in the presence of the officer, whose duty it

was to interrogate the prisoners on their arrest.

All the cellars have been emptied.

We remain, one hundred and five men, from whom
they have taken our liberty also, and whom they continue

to detain.

Now Mousty is burning under our eyes, and we see

in the sky the Hght from neighbouring places which are

on fire ; and besides the soldiers, the greater part of whom
are drunk, keep on maddening us by innumerable shots.

We were kept prisoners at Mousty six days ; on the
seventh day, that is, Wednesday, August 26th, we were
sent on foot, at 6 p.m., to Gembloux, 22 kilometres

from Mousty. We were guarded by a platoon of 50
cavalry and foot soldiers, commanded by an officer, and
we arrived at Gembloux at 11 p.m. We spent the

night in the park of the hospital, lying on the grass, under
a pouring rain, which did not stop tfil ten o'clock next
morning. The Germans tore off our overcoats and our
scarves and forced us to remain unprotected in this

bad weather.

We finally obtained our liberty through the inter-

vention of Count Felix Goblet d'AlvieUa and M. Henricot,

the manufacturer, both belonging to Coiirt-Saint-Etienne,

on Thursday, August 27th, at one o'clock in the afternoon.

Note.—It is to be noted that at the time of the arrival

of the Germans in Mousty and Ottignies, they said, in

going through neighbouring villages, that we should be
burnt for having killed the officer. Without making the
least enquiry into the matter, or without holding an
inquest on the two dead bodies, they proceeded to carry
out their threat.

The inquest, held long after August 20th, shewed that
the dead men had been hit by Mauser bullets, which
confirmed our declarations of the innocence of the civilian

population.
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ANNEX VII.
A page from the notebook of a German military

cyclist, giving an account of the imprisonment and depor-
tation into Germany of 22 priests of Aerschot.

U^^/ ^"-
' !

•-- i*'*- *.'

/ /

-=*f<C-'- '•;«^ .^-^ ^-t

-aw-*-!-;- -««. ,^^- .-^<'

A i- />/, - ^-«.:<!-•«>-it. ../-eui^x- rir- -

.'^'-A -Ti.

"
. . , On the 5th we again made a march of

fifty kilometres as far as Diest, in order to obtain pro-

visions. The 1st company received the remainder. I

killed three men and wounded four. The %th September
was a day of rest. We only sent 300 Belgians to Germany,
amongst whom, were 22 priests. It was terrible to see the

women and children bidding them farewell. All the people

are incited by the priests who have preached in the cKurches

that they should fire upon the Germans and hill them in,

order tJmt they may enter into Heaven.''^

(b35) <3
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ANNEX VIII.

Three pages from the notebook of the soldier Gaston
Klein, relating the sack of Louvain.

"After Roosbeek we began to have an idea of the
war : houses burnt, waUs pierced by bullets, the face of
the tower carried away by shells, &c. ; a few isolated
crosses marked the graves of the victims.
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We arrived at Louvain, which was a veritable military
ants' nest. TAe battalion of the Landsturm of Halle arrived,
dragging with it all hinds of things, especially bottles of
wine, and amongst them there were many who were
drunk.
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A party of six cyclists were going round the town
looking for lodgings. It presented such a picture of

devastation that it would be impossible to imagine
anything worse. Streets were blocked by burning and
falling houses ; only a few remained standing. One
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had to walk over broken glass and bits of burning wood.

The tram and telephone wires were dragging in the

streets and obstructing them.
" The stations, which were still standing, were tilled

with people billeted there. On returning to the station,

(b35) o 2
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nobody knew what was to be done. At first a few^ troops
only were to enter the town, but at that time the battalion

was drawn up in close array with the intention of breaking
into the first houses to carry off the wine and anything else

under the name of ' requisition.' They assembled, a
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disordered crowd, everybody going as he pleased. Officers

went on in front to give a good example.
One night in barracks there were numbers of drunken

men : that was enough.
That day inspired me with a contempt Avhich it is

is beyond me to describe."
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ANNEX IX.

Photograph of a Hst of the victims at Tamines.
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CORRESPONDENCE EXCHANGED

BETWEEN

His Eminence CARDINAL MERCTER,

Archbishop -OF Malines,

AND THE German Authorities.

Malines, January 20th, 1915.

The Kreischee.

Tgb. No. 268/11.

To His Eminence The Cardinal Archbishop of
Malines.

According to a newspaper account, several innocent
priests have been kiUed in the diocese of Malines.

In order that a careful investigation may be made,
may I beg Your Eminence to be so good as to inform
me if any, and if so which, priests of the diocese of

Malines, being innocent, have been put to death.
I should be very glad to discover what circumstances

have given rise to this, which troops have been imme-
diately concerned, and on what days it happened.

The Kreischef

(Gez.) Wengersky,
Oberst.

The Palace of the Archbishop,

Malines, January 2Uh, 1915.
M. LE Kreischef,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter, 268/11, dated January 20th, which you have been
so good as to address to me.
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The names of the priests and monks of the diocese of
Malines, who, to my knowledge, were put to death by
the German troops, are as follows :

Dupierreux, of the Company of Jesus

;

Brother Sebastian AUard, of the Society of St.
Joseph

;

Brother Candide, of the Society of the Brothers
of Our Lady of Pity

;

Father Vincent, Conventual

;

Carette, a professor

;

Lombaerts, Goris, de Clerck, Dergent, Wouters,
Van Bladel, cures.

At Christmas time I was not perfectly certain what
had been the fate of the cure of Herent. Since then his
dead body has been discovered at Louvain and identified.

Other figures quoted in my pastoral letter must be
increased to-day. Thus for Aerschot I gave the number
of victims as 91. Now the total number of bodies of
natives of Aerschot which have been exhumed, had risen
a few days ago to 143. But this is not the moment to
dwell upon these particular cases ; the proper place to
give an account of them will be at the inquiry of
which you give me hopes.

It will be a consolation to me to have full light thrown
upon the events, which I was compelled to mention in
my Pastoral Letter, and on others of the same nature.

But it is essential that the results of this inquiry
should be made plain to all upon indisputable authority.

To ensure this, I have the honour to propose to you,
M. Le Comte, and, through your kind intervention, to
the German authorities, that the commission of inquiry

should be composed in equal numbers of German repre-

sentatives and of Belgian magistrates, chosen by our
Chief Magistrate, and presided over by a representative

of a neutral country. I venture to hope that his Ex-
cellency, the United States Minister, would not refuse

to accept this chairmanship, or to entrust it to a repre-

sentative of his own choice.

I have the honour to be,

M. le Kreischef,

{Signed) D. J. Cardinal Mercier,

Archbishop of Malines.

This proposal was not carried out.
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SOLEMN PROTEST OF MONSIGNOR HEYLEN,
Bishop of Namuk,

Against the Official Note of the Prussian Minister of War,

of January 22nd, 1915, republishing the fable of the Belgian

francs-tireurs.

On January 22nd, 1915, the Prussian Minister of

War sent to the Chancellor of the German Empire a
note, in which the German mihtary authority, while

agreeing that the Belgian clergy, as a whole, acted

correctly towards the invading armies, persisted in bring-

ing forward, without proof, an accusation against the

Belgian civilian population, and against certain members
of the Belgian clergy, that they had taken part in the

hostilities as francs-tireurs, the accusation having been
many times refuted.

This official report, carefully kept secret in Belgium,
but circulated in foreign countries in the form of am-
bassadorial notes (notably that of February 7th, from the
Gerhian Embassy at Madrid) came by chance, and long
afterward, to the knowledge of the Belgian episcopacy.

It took immediate measures to stop the calumny.
Below will be found the solemn protest of Monsignor

Heylen, Bishop of Namur, under date of April 10th,

1915, so far as concerns his diocese.

The name of Monsignor Heylen is well known to the
public of neutral countries. The Bishop of Namur has
for fifteen years been President of the International
Committee of the Eucharistic Congresses, and he has
presided, in this capacity, at the Congresses at Rome,
Madrid, Cologne, and Vienna, in addition to those gather-
ings held in the allied countries.

The friendships which he formed on these occasions
and his recognised authority form a unanimous guarantee
as to his character as an impartial witness.

Reply, for the diocese of Namur (provinces of Namur
and Luxembourg) to the note of January 22nd, 1915,
transmitted by the Prussian Minister of War to the
Chancellor, von Bethmann-Hollweg, and published in
Flemish, in the Nieuve - Eotterdamsche Courant of

Tuesday, March 23rd, 1915 (Avondblad B), and the
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Rhenisch <L- Westfalische Zeitung of Saturday, April 3rd,

1915, No. 264, under the title of " Ein gestolenes Schrift-

stiick."

I.

According to the terms of the note, the Belgian civil

population, with the consent of the authorities, whose
proclamations led it into error, gave itself up to stealthy

attacks and to an illicit popular warfare of a very extensive
nature. This fact was established by hundreds of

witnesses heard' on oath ; besides, it was not seriously

doubted by any Belgian. Consequently, the German
atrocities were not monstrous acts, but a just repres-

sion of guerilla warfare.

On more than one former occasion similar affirmations

have received a formal denial. To-day, in the face of an
official intervention of the German authority, we renew
the denial still more firmly and energetically. We affirm,

with all the inhabitants of our village, without exception,

with the entire Belgian nation, that the story of Belgian

francs-tireurs is a legend, a pure invention, a calumny.

It is evident that the German army trod on Belgian

soil and managed the invasion with the preconceived
idea that she would meet groups of this kind, a recollec-

tion of the War of 1870. But the German imagination is

not sufficient to create what does not exist.

No single group of francs-tireurs has ever existed in

Belgium.

This is so certain that we have nohesitationin solemnly

defying the German authority to prove the existence of

even one group of francs-tireurs, formed either before or

after the invasion of our territory.

We do not know even of an isolated occurrence of

civilians having fired on the troops, although there would

not be ground for surprise at an individual fault. In

several of our villages the population has been extir-

minated, because (so said the leaders) they had killed a

major, or because a young girl wanted to kill an officer,

&c. The pretended criminal has never been discovered

nor designated by name.

Let no one, then, think he can alter the truth by the

help of these general and stereotyped statements, which

were spread first in our villages, at the passage of the

troops, which afterwards went the round of the German
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press, and whicK now, again, are being circulated in »

low kind of German literature which one can only call

ignoble, illustrated with imaginary pictures of francs-

tireurs.*

Facts must be quoted, proofs must be given. Which

is the village, which is the house from which a Belgian

fired on the soldiers ? What is the name of the Belgian

civilian surprised with arms in his hand ? Who are these

witnesses heard by hundreds under oath ?

Let them organise, then, on this basis the enquiry

which has been proposed many times, 'an inquiry con-

ducted by Belgian and German delegates and presided

over by a neutral.

A one-sided enquiry, like that conducted at this

moment by the German authority, is of no genuine-

value. Its results are taken exception to beforehand.

It does not fulfil the desirable conditions of impartiality ;

the depositions are rendered worthless, either by intimida-

tion or by lack of liberty of the witnesses ; it is not even

certain that the depositions are correctly filed, the-

witnesses having to sign their declarations written in

an unknown foreign tongue.

The Belgian nation, confident in the absolute trutt

and justice of its cause, fears in no way the result of a-

serious enquiry. Meantime, " It is, and will not cease to-

proclaim itself, innocent."

Concerning the proclamations of the Government,
in which the uneducated part of the population might
have seen an appeal to a popular general war, it is suffi-

cient, to judge how badly founded are the allegations

in the note, to read the text of these proclamations, so-

clear and so honest, which were reproduced and posted
up by most of the communal administrations. It is too-

simple, and one must have a reaUy remarkable opinion

of the Belgian people to believe that they would have-

read into these instructions the exact opposite of what
they said. From another point of view, one must know
the populations of our two provinces very ill, a people-

in no way bellicose, of gentle character, and who, before-

the war, had no hostile feeling towards Germany.

* Cp. Liittich, "Kriegund Sieg" 1914 (Berlin, Leipzig, Hennann
Hullger verlag). Major Viktor von Strantz, " Die Eroberung
Belgiens," 1914 (Wilhelm Roler, Minden in Westfalien).
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II.

According to the terms of the note, all assertions
concerning the martyrs, the outrages, and all the unworthy
treatment inflicted by the Germans are untruthful.

By wishing thus to " deny everything," the author
of the note puts himself into the most regrettable position.
Historical truth has its rights. May the thought of
exaggerating anything whatever be far from us ! We do
not maintain that all the troops which passed through
our two provinces committed crimes ; many times the
people gave to officers and men the praise which their
moderation and correct behaviojir deserved ; but, along-
side that, it is certain and notorious that the German
troops did commit the various crimes denied by the note,
in the provinces of Namur and Luxembourg.

And it is not less certain that the troops committed
them, not in one or another isolated instance, but in
an almost general way and systematically. For, how is

it possible to consider as " individual " acts which were
repeated almost everywhere, on the same days, over a
front of thirty leagues ?

" Legitimate defence, repression of francs-tireurs,^''

proclaims the German Minister.

A reply has been given to this allegation in Section I.

However, let us consider for a moment this hypothesis
of a legitimate repression of francs-tireurs. (We do not
admit it, but wiU merely suppose it.) We maintain that
the examination of each particular case of the destruction
of a village and the extermination of civilians will shew
that the punishment is entirely out of proportion to the
fault imputed and that no reasoning could ever legalise

it. This is so in the case of the scenes at Andenne, Tamines,
Dinant, Leffe, Neffe, Spontin, Surice, Ethe, Tintigny,

Houdemont, and many other places, scenes so atrocious

that one day they will arouse the universal conscience

and will be stigmatised by German justice itself, when
it has exact knowledge of them and has recovered its

calmness of judgment.
Besides, stiU assuming this hypothesis of the repression

of guerillas in certain places, what civilized man will

dare to justify such acts as these on the part of soldiers ?

Shots and wounds, atrocities of every sort, barbarous and

bloody proce^ngs, cruel or vile treatment, sometimes

in the case of simple hostages or prisoners : the killing

of wounded, the beating up of peaceful ard urarmed
civilians ;

pillage under arms and to a scarcely credible



188 REPORTS ON THE VIOLATION

degree ; making use of priests, youths, old men, women
and children as a rampart against enemy balls and

projectiles ; imputing to the civil population and bloodily

repressing acts of war legitimately performed by Belgian

or French soldiers ; summary fusillades without any kind

of enquiry or any regular legal process ; the extermination

of whole families and of entire villages ; incendiary fires

in nearly two hundred villages in the two provinces,

independent of the destruction which is the work of

battle itself
;
prolonged moral tortures inflicted on feeble

beings and sometimes on entire populations ; rape,

murder of women, of young girls, of infants at the breast,

&c. . . .

Indeed, these crimes are so numerous that one or

other of them, often all of them at once, are to be found
in hundreds of our villages.

Our people, who have lived through these atrocities

and have suffered more from them than anyone will

ftver be able to tell, have preserved from them the im-

pression of terror and horror which is provoked by
barbarism. They say it is a monstrous war, made not
on soldiers, but on unarmed civiUans. There has been
linanimous oblivion of the horrible deeds of war, properly
so called, while remembering only the sufferings ex-

perienced in the course of less than a week by a whole
unarmed, terrified people, given over to the mercy of a
savage soldiery. It is said (can it be true?) that the
number of civilians killed is not far short of that of the
soldiers fallen in battle. What is astonishing is that there

were not still more victims. One cannot but wonder at

the ingenuity with which the inhabitants of places like

Dinant, Tamines, Spontin, Houdemont, and very many
villages of the Entre-Sambre-et-Meuse have escaped the
full measure of extermination determined against them.

Thousands and thousands of eye-witnesses are ready
to affirm all these facts under oath when a regular com-
mission of enquiry is established.

III.

As regards what specially concerns the behaviour
of the German army towards priests and monks :

1st.—The German Minister considers as a lie every
affirmation concerning the martyrs, the outrages, and the
bad treatment which have been inflicted on them, and
declares that no German officer or soldier has ever wickedly
laid his hands on the goods or persons of the clergy.
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The German Government has here been led into error

in an inconceivable fashion. For, here is the truth.

About 250 priests of the provinces of Namur and
Luxembourg have been killed or ^\•ounded, or shot at,

or placed against a wall to be shot, or threatened seriousl}-

and for a long time with death, or treated vilely and
cruelly, or deported to Germany—all i]i spite of their

absolute innocence.

In addition, a considerable number of priests have
had their parsonages burnt down ; others have been robbed
of their money or deprived of all tlie}" possessed, even of

their clothes, linen, bedding, furniture, sometimes even of

wine for the Mass.

We here pass over in silence the wilful and sad destruc-

tion of churches, the acts of sacrilege, to the number of

about 50, which have been committed in them.

2nd.—The German Minister admits that he believes

that the Belgian clergy, as the people's guides, made
efforts to keep them calm and to prevent their making
attacks.

The German armies deceived themselves, then, when
they accused our priests individually, almost without
exception, of having fired on them, of being sharpshooters

and leaders of sharpshooters, of having stirred up the

people, organized the resistance of civilians, &c. They
were deceived when, in consequence of these accusations,

they inflicted very hard, often cruel, treatment on a

very large number, and when they killed 26 of them,

several with the refinements of cruelty.

3rd.—To establish that the efforts of the clergy men-
tioned in the note were not always successful, they quote

the case of the priest of HoUange (in the diocese of Namur)
who is said to have complained to Major-General Kiihne,

on August 15th, 1914, that he regretted he had been un-

successful in preventing certain criminal elements in his

parish from firing on the Germans from the tops of trees.

He could not have made a less fortunate quotation.

Let us refer to the personal recollections of Major-

General Kiihne. He, himself; will remember that at the

date of August 15th he was not at Hollange. On that

day there was not a single German soldier at Hollange.

The major-general stayed at Hollange at a later date,

and he had then a short interview with the vicar of

Hollange. But not a word was exchanged which resembled

even remotely the conversation reported above. The vicar
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makes the most positive denial on the subject. He
expresses the desire to be confronted with Major-General

Kiihne on the subject of these declarations.

The reported conversation is so much the more strange

and detestable in that the German troops and their

officers were very well received at Hollange, and the
population, without exception, behaved irreproachably and
did not inspire the least uneasiness in the minds of the
parish priest, nor of the German troops. Not only was
not a single shot fired at the German soldiers, but no one
even thought of the thing as possible. Furthermore,
there was not a single weapon in the village ; aU arms
had been collected previously and deposited in the town
haU, in accordance with the instructions of the Belgian
Government. More than that, whoever knows the people
of HoUange and their very gentle and peaceable character,

is in a position to assert that none of them, even if he
had had any arms, would have thought of making use
of them.

Another evident proof that no act of hostility took
place at Hollange exists, i.e., that the village is one of

those where not one house was burnt nor a single civiUan
shot.

The statement concerning Hollange is, then, false in
its entirety and in its details. One may judge from that
of the accuracy of its conclusions.

4th.—Here and there, continues the note, some Belgian
ecclesiastics ranged themselves on the side of the francs-
tireurs, took up arms, or acted as spies.

We shall await particular deeds and proofs of -guilt

to be quoted on this subject. But we defy the German
authority to estabhsh the crime, either of the 26 priests
killed in the diocese, or of the hundreds and hundreds of
others accused of having fired on the German soldiers,
or of those who have been interfered with ; and we
undertake to prove the innocence of each individually.

5th.—Out of the number of priests who have given
reports privately, the note quotes an ecclesiastic of the
diocese, the vicar of Spontin.

The German authority could not have made a worse
choice. Is it ignorant that he made no reports, since he
was executed without inquiry and without sentence,
after having undergone inhuman treatment ? We affirm
his entire innocence, and we are completely convinced
that if he had been tried by a military court, he would
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liave been declared as innocent as his neighbour, the

vicar of Dorinne, who had been accused, but was tried

And found not guilty.

6th.—^In the diocese of Namur no case exists of soldiers'

,or citizens having abused the religious costume for pur-

poses of disguise in order to make stealthy attacks. #It

is absolutely certain that no bourgeois, among the thou-
sands who were shot, was wearing a clerical dress, and that
all the 26 priests shot in the diocese of Namur were
neither pretended priests nor monies, nor disguised

civilians, but real and true priests. It is truer to say that
very many of the clergy whose Hves were threatened by
the cruelty of the German troops have owed their safety

only to disguise and to wearing civUian clothes.

As far as the soldiers are concerned, if there were
any who abused the rehgious costume, they were only

German soldiers, who took away clerical garments from
many parsonages and even monasteries. The population

of Diaant can witness that German soldiers were repeatedly

seen waiting at the officers' table and riding in motor-

cars dressed in the white robes of the regular canons of

the Order of St. Norbert, which they had stolen from the

Abbey of Leffe.

7th.—Competent authorities wiU be heard in the case

of Dr. Coenraets, vice-rector of the University of Louvain.

According to the account of a personage who has read

the Report of the Commission of Enquiry, the German
Government seems to have made a strange mistake in

the allegations in this case.

The above considerations shew the flimsy nature of

the allegations contained in the German note. There is

not a single Belgian who will not consider that they are

false, outrageous, and slanderous, and who will not raise

an energetic and persevering protest against them.

The Belgian nation has suffered grievously from an

unjust invasion, which has oppressed and crashed it.

It is conscious of having abstained from all crime in the

legitimate resistance it has opposed to the invader. It is

not less determined to keep a correct and irreproach-

able attitude during the occupation. What it will not

bear is any soil of calumny on its good name.

It addresses a pressing and beseeching appeal to the

impartiality and the justice of honest consciences and of

neutral nations.

Namur, April 10th, 1915.








