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Pursuant to previous notice, a Christian Anti-Slavery Convention met at
ten o'clocit in the morning on Wednesday', August 10, 1859, at the Congregational

A

Church

in the city of

Columbus, Ohio.

preliminary organiz'ition was effected by electing A. A. (iL'TORie, Esq.

of Putnam, Chairman, and H. B. Spelman, of Cleveland, Secretary.
The call under which the Convention assembled was read as follows

:

STATE CHRISTIAN ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION,
To

be held in Columbus, 0., Wednesday and Thursday, Aug. 10 and 11, 1?59.
To Anti-Slaveuy Christians Thuougiiout the State
The present aspects of the great controversy between Freedom and Slavery
:

our country, earnestly cull for
action on our part.

in

The

—

—

more thorough aggression and systematic

—

African Slave Trade
which by the law is piracy is revived, and
not sufficient active moral power in the nation to extinguish it.
Southern Churches have generally apostatized to the open justification of
Slavery, and Northern Chrisiiaus are sadly rcuaiss in duty wi'.h respect to opposing it.
Southern States are expelling or enslaving their free colored population, and
N:-rthern States allow their colored citizens to ba kidnapped under the provisions of the Fugitive Act.
The Fugitive Act is pronounced Constitutional by the National Courts.
S.ime of our mos*", virtuous and respected citizen.s are imprisoned bjcause they
could not quietly stand and see a neighbor kidnapped and dragged into
hopeless bondage, and our State Supreme Court, in deference tu precedent,
has refused to pronounce the law unconstitutional.
According to the decision of the Supreme Court of the United States,
Slavery is extended to a!! our territories by virtue of the Cotistituiion, and
And while all this
neither Congress nor the people has power to prohibit it.
is passing, the party in power is straining its energies to acquire new
territory
for the expansion and development of the great evil.
To meet the dtmands and agressions of the Slaveholding power, the Freedom loving element of the nation has no great, Christian, earnest, systematic

there

is

agency.

Alarmed

at these facts, the undersigned iuvite Christians of all

deuomina-

cnnisTiAN anti-slavery conveivtion.

Ja

tinrs ivlio believe niul
licr

(mI!()

meet

to

feel

deeiily

calamity, and

L;r<';it

in L'mIuiiiIius,

tlie

(lint

Slavery

somce

on Wednes^day and

of

our

is

lier

iinfioii's

sroat crime,

greatest (huircr as well.)

10 and

'J'liiir.sdny, Aiii'ii^t

11.

io

deliberate and jray, to jiive imlilic expi'ii^sion to our \ieus, and to organize
a system of cflorts uliicli sliali aid in enliijhtcninir and arunsin<,' tlie
iiblic
[

and

ciinscience
tliis

enli^liI g'llie Cliristiaii

energies ul

llie

Slate and ^'aiion against

great ii.iqnity.

Let there be a great, earnest, prayerfid, and calm, but determined Convention.

Unless the ('onvention shall otherwise direct, the forenoon of Wednesday
and c\eniigin addresses, and Thursday

will be spent in piayer, i!ie afternuou
in the tiansaciion nf business.

Walker, Pastor Congregational Ci'urrh, Sandusl-i/ Cily. A. D BarChurch, Hi-nry \\. Smith, J. C. White, I'astur Bivrnonth Con. Church, J. A. 'J'hi'me, Pa-;or Con. Chinch, Wt-st ISidr, W. If.
Brewster, Pastor Wes. Metli. Church, J. A. Gale, John Pete, i'astor St. Clair
Sreet ?ile.h. Ch E. P. Inger.-oll, G. N. Abbey, I. C. Pendleton, Joseph
J. B.

ber, Pa,<tor Congregational

,

Ck'velund

Spelman, Otis Boise. B.

B.

II.

I'erkins,

M.

H.

I'aiker,
Storrs, Pastor of Con. (Jhurch,

\'>.

Pelion, R. F. Hiimis'oti,

Simeon

l'>.
Williams. E.-^q.,
Con. Church, Geo. Clancey, Pasior JI. P.
PL Chunh, William Turiier, William II.
Church,
Joiiu Pkaijl;in, Pas or 2d Pns. Ch.,
Cicliran. I. W. Vance, Mt. Vi-mon,
;
I). Gould, Pistor Isl Pres, Cln, J. S. Peregrime,
Pastor, M. E. Ch., and 35
others, Rplci/. Brown Co; T. S. Clarke, Pastor Con. Church, lion. ]•]. >,'. S.ll,
and 4:^) otiieis, Cui/dhcffa Fulls ; S. Plumb, Jam<'S Jilonn^e, ]•]. IJ. F.iirehi d,
Join; Keep, John Movgar-, J. II. Fairoliild, 11. PI Peck, (X.crh'n ; Pev. A. 1).
Pev. Charles
Olds. J. P. Gidilings, II. A. Plumb, and otliei.s J-ffcisov
Smiih. Clement Wri;;ht, and otiu-rs, T(tlhvad(je ; Ilev. E. Thomp.-on, l.'cv. U.

;

S. C. Le'iiiuil, Pastor
J o.^eph Wolle, Pa:-tor ]\I.

C/iii/nnati

;

;

W.

White, and other-', SlroiHjScil'e ; David Wright, J. M.
liiuuod, aiui
jMon/an A. Dre;spr, J'astor Cong. Church, Oru-fH : V. L. Arnold,
Pastor Cong. Chunh, C. "W. Von Coelin\ Prof, of Math. iV'e (iieei..-biug,
Sjuiiuary, L'mie ; Jao)h Tiu-kerman, Prof. IM.ith nuu es, F.uimi'.- C.uhi^e,
(in.; S."n. I'rentice. Pastor Con. Churcli. G. P.. P.m lirld, P c; inau Pel. field,
Penfie'd ; T. E. Mcnroe, Pastor Con. Chur.;h. iJ Ciou^h, Anufisl, /.untin Co.;
A. Pj. Bahlwin, Pastor of Cong. Church, S. Williams, Pas;or Baptist Chuich,
Eduard Meyer, Rector of Sr. Paul's Cliurch, J. S. Cupcnter, and otiieiv, J.
P. Ctiiivers-, A. 11. Baldwin, A. C. W.iter.s J. JP Frazei', Pastor of C<-u>r.
]•',

o'lier.-,

;

,

W.

Walter, Pastor of Church, J. W. Vai.ce, M//u)i ; G.
and others, /v^?/ Ormi/e; J. Gabler, Pastor of Jil.
E. Church, (German) P. Ciozier, Paalor M, 11. Churol
pli-y, Lrjica Co.

Church,

W.

AJ,TOi>; J.

Brainard, U.

11.

IPint,

,

The

E

following Committees were then appointed, namely

—

:

G. Finney, Rev. J. A. Thome, Rev. J. X. IMcAbec,
Hon. J. R. Ghldings, Rev. J. S. McReady, Rev. Adam Cieoks, II, ,i.. J. S.
Carpenter, Rev. J. A. Piiiney, Rev. W. 11. Bre^vster, Rev. Joli:; Raidvin and
Oil

Ii:-<tolalions

Vv'.

Rev. John Boggs.
On Pennanenl Organization Rev. W. B. "Waikins, Rev.
Rev. W. 11. Brew.-ter, L. L. Rice and Rev. D.ivi.l Ciwii.

—

On .-lAZ/rss— Rev.

II.

E. Perk, Rev.

John O. Fee, Hon.

Ilei ry

Cowles,

J. R. Gid.lino-s
»

^I. B.

J

ilin

Bateiuan,

E.srj

,

Rev. Simeon B.own, A. A. Guthrie,

I'^sq.

and Rjv.

Lawrence.

Th.c follow

iig

name.^ were entered on the

Rev. H. G. Marsh, Elder of Chagrin

Fall:?,

roll

:

Weskyan

Circuil, Solon,

Cuya-

O
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liogo.

Co.

Piov.

Gideon

Allen ;Mo'11in, delegate of

\Vini.im

Cloveliinl.

l)ai;:i,

'I'lrnicr,

of

Clivislian

Clovelniiil

tlio

Union,

Ciiurch, Mt. Verium.

Ciin.u'r<'g:itio!i;il

Win.

David l\Mii, C'lngrega ional Clnncli, Diu^yru^.

]!cv.
F.ii-

Ct.

llev. \V
Jones, (yungregational Cluirclt, C'liunilms.
Piov. J. A. I'liomc, Pastor
II. Drowsier, Pastor We.>L\van Chnrcli, Cleveiai.d.
lion J. S. Carpenter, Congregational
Congregational Cluircli, Cleveland.

Jnhn

nev, Cadiz.

II.

Akron, llev. Wni. Deni[)sey, Congregational Church Jiliddlebnry.
Rav. K. II. Faircliild, ConE. Corner, Congreiianonaf Church, Cidair.bus.
Clmrcli,

A.

gregational Ciiuiidi, Oherliii.

Gangowcr, Cohunbus.

JI.

J.

15.

M

illjtf,

F. A. B. S'mkins, B. Tre.senridcr, S. E. Siniuel, C. C.
A. G. linmplirey, Lancasier. C. il.
Ilnin|.hrey, E. D. PhiUijis, Culninbus.
Dunbar, .J. S. V\>k, Breidv'-v'.lie, Cuyahoga Co. llev. D. A. Hand. ill, Baidist.

Gerniaiitown, Ky.

Church, C.-Iunibus. llev. J. S. IMcC.-eady, United Presbyterian Ch;rcdi,
Saiaael
Cadiz.
llev. David Craig, Free Presbyterian Church, New Alliens.
DocI,.
S.
Delaware
Cj.
T.
Towler, M.
Patterson, We.Mcy Ciiurch, Orange,
E. Church, C'lnnibis.

Medina

Co.

Fairchild,

lljv,

llev.

Geo. <iordon, Fvca

Chu;-ch,

Brownhelrn.

Presbyterian, Iberia.

tijott,

G.

We.-leyao

Germantown, Ky.

IIbv.

Davis

G.

11.

C.idy,

Granville.

Barker, Congrega-

A.

Congregational

Ilatniany,

E. Follett, Congre.ational Church, Alexandria.

Pev. Jacob Euirieh, Middletown, Butler county.

Asa

11.

P. McFarland, Barnc-s Kichland county.

Congregational, Granville.

Miami county.
T. J. Thomas,

M.

J.

Wni. S.-u ell, We>Ieyan Church, Barne.«,
John Keep, Congregational Cluu-ch, Obciiiu. Pev.

Cnurch, Mercer, Penn.

Bancroft,

Weymouth,

Licking Co.

Chnrcli, Alexandri.i,

A.

Cole, Congregational Church,

Baruum, Wesleyan Church, East Oiange.

II.

Congregational Church,

Piicldaiid county.

tional

S.

Il 'v.

George

Theodore

M.

Harriet P. Osgood, Columbus.

B.

C.

W.

Bateham, Mrs. Josephine

Pev.

Tollord, Piqun,

F. ]\Ierriman, Ezckiel Ailams, Collamer.

W.

Tillinghas^ Free

C.

Bateham, Mrs.

Bap*-';>t,

Lalayel:o,

Medinacounty. Pev. J(;hu G. Fee, Congregational, Bcrea, Jilulis'in county,
Ky. Leman Mead, Pat-skida, Licking county. Pev. Wm. Perkins, editor
ll.:v. J. Hunt,
Free Presbyterian Church,
X. McAb^'c, M. E. Church, Pitt.sburgh Coniorencp,
Washington, Guernsey county, 0. D. Sin.-abaugh, M. F. Church, Norwich,
Muskingum county. llev. Ileman Geer, Congregational, Church, Wayne,
Ash'abula county.
Pev. L. ]>. Beach, Andover, A^htabnla county, Congrellev. A. 1). Barber, CongreRev. S. D. Smith, Morrow,
gational Church.

ChrisUan

Lea.ler,

Delaware county.

Cincinnati.

Rev.

I.

Rev. W. B. Watkins, M. E. Cluu\h, Cambridge,
Rev. A. N. Hamlin. WesBrewster
Pelton, Cleveland.
Guernsey county.
Hon. J. R. Gldding-, Jefferson. lUv.
leyan Methodist, Delaware couniy.
Henry Cowles, Cor.gregrvtional, Oberlin. D. Deniii.-on, Cleveland. Rev. A.

gational, East (Jleveland.

Rev. II.
Oberlin.
J. L. BurriU,
Alexandria, L'cking county.
H. George, llcloi-med Presbyterian, Dr. G. L. AVeed, Cincinnati. Thonas
Rev. J. Rankin,
E. W. Brady, M. E. Winchester, 0.
Xorton, Georgesville.
Rev. b. D. Bates, F.ee Will Ba[)ti.>r, Marion.
Sjcond Pri'^liyterian, Ripley.
Crooks,

licv. J.

M. WiUiduis, Wealeyua Mclhudiit, Michigan Coulercucc

T. E. L.-

4
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M. Cartirf, \V. McGregor, G. Baer, Mary Falkertli, Mr. Falkerth,
llebecca Falkertli, Jane McGregor, L. G. Curtis, Robert Anderson, II. P. CoJohn V,
iiar.t, E. C. Conant, Dayton.
Sharon. Rev. Smcon

land, D.

McCullougb,
John M. Carey, Washington county. A. A. Guthrie,
Brown, Cincinnati.
L. L. Puce, Columbus.
H. B. Spelman, Cleveland,
Presbyterian, Putnam.
C. P. Atkinson, Elm Grove, Brooke
fonnty, Va. Rev. R. Burgess, Frco

West Alexander, Washington county, Pa. II. L. Simpson,
Rev. D. L. Travis, Wesleyan, Mt. Vernon.
Philip x\.-hton, Mt.
Rev. John Lawrence, editor of Jie/i(jious Telescope, Piev. I). K. Flick-

Presbyterian,
Ciiicinnati.

Vernon.

United Brethren, Dayton. Rev. Joel Thrap, Methodist Protestant, l\It.
Rev. John Doggs, Disciples', editor of Christian Luminar t/, liev.

inger,

Pleasant.

Wallace

Ziou BajUibt, Cincinnati.

Slielton,

T. Boyd, Free Presbyterian, Iberia.

T. Tresize, Palaskala.

Rev. S.

J. B. Hunt,

Wesleyan, Ea>t Orange,
Djlaware county. Rev. J. M. Fraser, Congregational, Parkman, Geauga (O.
Rev. A. D. Olds. Corgregational. JelTerson, Ashtabula county. Rev. E. Galo,
Congregational, Geneva, Ashtabula county.

Rev. A. Piunev. Baptist, Zanes-

Mrs. Amanda
Rankin, Free Presbyterian, Ripley, 0.
Wallace, Miss Mary Wallace, Baltimore, Md. Chailes French, Cleveland,
West Siile. Prof. H. E. Peck, Oberlin.
Prof. John Haywood, United

Rev.

ville.

'V.

J\.

W.

Brethren, Westerville.

II.

Cochran, Mt. Vernon.

0. Nichols, Pataskala, Licking county.

lin.

W.

E. Lincoln, Ober-

15enoni Dickerman, Constantia,

Delaware county.

Peabody Atkinson, Pataskala. J. C. Wetmore, Columbus.
Paddock, Elyria. R. S. McFarland, Baines, Richland county.
The remainder of the morning session was taken up with religious services,

J. H.

singing, prayer, informal speaking, etc.

Prof. Peck, alluding to the remark of the chairman, that the leading feature

new

movement was

prayer, said that his own experience
think the remark justified.
In a very extensive correspondence, he had frequently noted the fact that a great work of
prayer was going on iu the church of this country in regard to slavery. He is

of the

in the past

anti-slavery

few months led him

quite sure that the
a great

chmch was assuming

means of good

a more ])0werful

to

;

in

Columbus

encouragement

new

jiosition.

The

ballot

box was

—

means— prayer.

Rev. John Keep compared the

ded

a

but there was an appeal superior to the ballot box

j^resent

Avith one he bad attenmovement, and found "reat

Convention

in the infancv of the anli-slav erv

in the difference.

—

Several gentlemen spoke briefly
usually lo the effect that this Convention
markeil a new era in the anti-slavery cause, and takiug Prof. Peck's view of
the matter.
The Convention then took a recess until 2 o'clock.

AFTERN'OOX SESSION.

The Committee
Rev.

W.

B.

c>n

Permanent Organization reported

Watkins :—

President— Axjsii^ A. Gutubie, of Putnam,

as follows

through

6
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—

Hon. J. E. Giddings, of Ashtabula Rev. Jolin Rankin, of
David
Norwich; Hon. J. S. Carpenter, Akron Rev.
Sinsabatigh,
Ripley;
A. Crooks, Alexandria; Rev. John G. Fee, Berea, Kentucky; Rev. GeiTge
Rev. S. McCready, Cadiz Rov. D. A. Randall, CoClancey, Mt. Vernon
Vice Presidents

;

;

;

;

Rev. John Boggs, Cinciimali.
H. B. Spelman, Cleveland, and Rev.
Secretaries

lumbus

;

—

W.

B. Watkin?,

Cam-

bridge.

The report was unanimously adopted and the officers took their seats.
Mr. Guthrie, on taking the chair as permanent President addressed the
Convention as follows
:

Gentlemen of the Convention :
For this expression of your confidence and respect I thank you. I could
which you honor rae,
readily excuse my.*elf from accei)ting the position with
i-core of inexperience in the duties which attach to it, and I am quite
but I have made
sure that you have iu the Convention older and abler men
it a rule of my life to shrink from no proper responsibility which my friends

on the

;

may

me and

choose to lay u[jon

which

is

done according

Custom
remarks

to

never to apologize for not doing well that

to the best of ray abilities.

will warrant, if

it

does not demand, that I should address some

the Convention on taking the chair as

Gentlemen,

I

am

its

presiding officer.

.somewhat familiar with the history of the Anti-Slavery

cause.

The
where

first

State Anti-Slavery Convention in Ohio

I reside, nearly

have watched
abated
I

am

twenty-five years ago,

onward progress and studied

its

was held

in the

and from that time
its

town

to this, I

various phases, with un-

interest.

very forcibly reminded to-day of the great changein public sentiment

on the subject of Slavery ,by the contrast between this meetingand similar ones
held in other days in this same city of Columbus. Then no church could be
had for the use of such a convention. On one occasion we met in the old
U. S. Court room, and deliberated amid the noise and confusion of a mob.

On

another the meetings were held in an old building used, I think, as a
lyceum or possibly a play-house. Then delegites were obliged to crowd the
hotels and lodge

oti

the floor sometimes twenty and thirty in a single room.

Now

the doors of this beautiful Christian temple are thrown wide open for
our accommodation, and the courtesies and hospitalities of the city are generously tendered to us. In view of such changes and of the mimifold proofs of

such as look only at the
progress, the question may, and will, arise among
outside of things, whence the propriety or necessity of this Convention ?
When a great and growing political party, based upon opposition to Slavery,
exists,

why

with power already to carry the elections in nearly

inaugurate a

new measure

all

the Free States,

?

It is a pertinent question, and I reply that we would not under-estimate that
party which professes oiposiiion to Slavery, nor speak disparagingly of any
political movement ia that dii«ction, but my own couvictioDs are strong, and

O
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grow sirongcr Ly every
to political parties

nm\

dny'.-?

observation, that (ho Anti-Slavery cause,

])<'Viikhui», is utlerl// lost !

liavc but a limited range of respont-ibi lilies

and

Such

piirtics

a s[)hereol' ailioii

if

le

and pers ns
which leaves

the moral and religious bearings of the question of
Slavery altogether outside
of i*s operation.
SiaveliolJers and Pro-Slavery men know tliis and hence the change so i oin the mode of defence.
You can all rcmcnil er well,

ticeable cveryv.he'-e

M-hen few

men

liad the liardihood to

Almost universally
to exist

it

defend the systv-m of Slavery as right.
was an admitted wrong— a sin- an evil to be suffered

gnod jiio\idence should reveal a remedy. 'J'lic
with the system was deprecated as a dire necc-sity,
and was soon to cease; it was but a question of time, and the sys'cm itself
only until

s-oiue

corapliciiy of

tlie Cliurcli

\vas regarded

as

doomed, and

stances not under

human

its

probation was to be measured hy circum-

control.

But as the sequence to these admissions was urged h.oine to the conscience
and sense of consistency of slaveholders, and as this monster of iniquity was
more and more vigorou.-ly assailed by the humanity of the nation, and hedged
in

by

i)olitieal

considerations,

behinil the puli'it,

it

took shelter in the church, entrenched ilself

and seizing u[!on the horns of the

altar,

now

claims pro-

tection and defence as a divine in^litution.

And (here it stands to-day defiantly and scornfully deriding its assailants,
men calling themselves Christian ministers go forth, Bible in Inind, its

while

chosen champions and ablest defenders; and to-day the church is S!aver\'s
and chiefest asylum.
"While these thing; are so, it will live and grow despite, all politicians and

safest

{ill

parties.

"Why not?

A

system that

is

worthy of Christian l)aptism ought

thing that is gooel enough for tlie communion table is sur.-ly
good enough (or the ballot box, or for free soil or for any other place.
If Slavery has a right to Christian fellowship, it may well claim national
to live.

Any

recognition and seek the nation's protection as a paramount interest.
brethren, the church of God caimot shift off on to any other body any

My

one of her responsibilities. In this matter, she has a work to do, Avhich to be
She owes it to herself, and to a sufTering
Avell done should be done (piickly.

humanity and to an offended God, to purge away from all her branches this
foul wrong, and to free herself from all complicity with this whole system.
Let Slavery be dragged from the altars of God and driven forth to fare as
it may in the open field, where an outraged and indignant humanity may
vindicate itself by consigning the whole system to an early and ignominious
grave.

Gentlemen, I trust that your deliberations will be characterized by a calm
and sound discretion, and yet with such a manifest spirit of determination as
shall certify to the world that the objects of this

Convention are

to be prose-

ccuted to a successful issue.

The following ricsolutions reported by the Committee through Rev. J. A.
:—
Thome, were adopted after thorough discuasioa and blight amcudmeuta
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givin.c; to GveiT linman being tlio light
necessary to i-beribli and protect life, ob aiii
kuouleilge and prepare lor heaven, is but tiie clearly revealed will of God.
2. Tliat to enfehwe innocent men and women, paralyzing tlieir moral facTibies, shutting out the light or" triub I'roin their understandings, and compelto drag out an earthly existence amitlst the gloom and darkness of
liiiLi, tUein
moral death, constitutes one ot" the most iigj;ravated violations of Goil's will,
one of the most momentous crimes [)resenied to human consideration.
1.

Jlcsoh'cl,

That ibo natnra] law,

to live, lo that liberty wliicli

is

3. That the tnr[iituile of this crime rests on all
or re-enslave
port, sell, purchase, hold, re-capture,

who capture, enslave, imhuman beings, and on all

who aid, encourage, pass, a[>prove or enforce enactments for the capture, enslaving, holduig, re-capture, or re-en»l ivement of God's image, and the jjcrsons tlius oHending will be held responsible at the bar of God.
among men to secure the enjoyment of
authority to vi^date the will of God nor
to de[)rive the liuniblest individual of his liberty; that Congress in passing
the fugitive slave act of 1851), coid'erred no right upon slave catchers to capture or enslave, to re-capture or re-enslave men ; nor did they impose u[)on
tior is the law uf God, nor arc
anv person the duty to obey such enactment
thi: inalie: able riglits of man, charged or modified by such enactment; nor
arc our Ciinstian duti^'s to I'eed the hungry, clothe the naked, protect ar.d
defen<l the lives and I'beriies^of ourselves and fellow men, impaired or
4.

That governments

bum m

rights,

are con-tituted

and they lioM no

ju.^t

;

changed by that cr.actmci.t.
5. That said Fugitive Slave Act does not command that wdiich is light,
it com^s
within no description of
r.or does it foibid Ih it wldcli is wnnij;

—

not the essential elfm.!iit-< of huv
it is an assertion of the
it is the mandate of despttwill of slaveholders, ami imt the will oi God
to maintain t is to
:.-.m and injt tlie statute or the/«/y(d' a Clnisiiaii jieople
t'or the State to
upiiold Slavery in its woist and must ru\'olting fi.-alures
jiurmit its enforcement on tlie soil of Ohio constitutes a sinrender of the
ri^his and th'.^ digidiv of our Sr.ite and the liberties i)f our ]ico[ile.
6. That, irres|iective of jjolitical organizations, wo will not knowingly
vote fur any man for office, who hesitatis to assert, and to the exteiit of his
religitHis, moral and p.diiical influence maintain, liie right of our State and its
people to to be entirely exempt fro!i'. the expense, the guilt and disgrace of
supporing the S'a\ery of otiu'r Statts.
7. Th;it it is the duty of GhrisiiaiH and of Christian ministers to banr
fairlifnl testimony against the sin of Slavery eecle.-iastically, socially, and
poliiically, through the puljiit and the religious ])ress, and to carry tlie
wr ng-- of the oj)pressed to the thi\)ne (»f grace in impor.uaate [iiayer, tliat
Go 1 may speedily deliver them that are in bonds.
r otherwise, in the re-cajt8. Tliai t) have any voluntary agency, ofiioi.d
tii e or rendition of a fugitive .slav.-, is in('om]):ttib!e with Christian chanicu-r, and mdess repentt'd of, slioidd be ])unished by excommuidcatioii in ilie
ca,-e of any chureii memb.'f guilty of this c i ue a4ai^^t hum iniiy and Go
t'lat this t'onvention do therefore approve of the act of excb>ion passed recently by the IMarket Street Baptist Cnurcli ot Zanesville, Muskius/um county,
ftgunst ;i member who, in the capacity of deputy U. S. Marshal, restoied a
fugitive to his claimant in Virginia.
That the example of the Oi)erlin-We'.lington Eescuers in patiently snffj i,ig a long imprisonment \'ov tht-ir nobK? disregard ot the iinconstiluiioiial
a id uncliristian Fiigi„ive Slave .^ct, not accei)ting deliverance on any terms
that wouhi compromise! |)riiiciple and weaken the mor,d elfect of their act
and testimony, juni finally triumphing over the Government, and gaining
a release houoiabls to themselves, but disgraceful to their prosecut^jrs, and

\,\w auil possesses

;

;

;

;

<

I

'.).

;
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humiliating to tlio slave power, meets our hearty commendation, and calls
forth our gratitude to God, whose wisdom guided and whose grace sustained
them.

The

fourth Resolution being read, Mr. Giddings said he

would express themselves

fully

than any other.
Rev. Mr. Rankin favored

its

upon

it,

as

would

it

attract

hoped members
more attention

The Fugitive Slave Law

adoption.

contra-

vened the law of God, which forbade man-stealing. It committed a crime
worse than man-stealing for simply to sell a slave did not expose him to the
;

vindictive cruelties of a master enraged by his escape. To return a slave was
worse than to steal a man. It was a crin'>e visited with the punishment of

God. Mr. Rankin gave instances of the miserable fate of United States
Marshals and other slave-catchers, which had taken place under his own obHe believed that Providence directly punished this sin.
servation.
Rev. Mr. Gordon referred

to the late speech of Mr. Stephens of Georgia,
defended Slavery on Higher Law ground that was where Slavery
should be met. He thought we had not taken high enough ground, and he

—

who

was glad to find slaveholders inviting us to do so.
Mr. Gu'hrie thought this resolution the most important, because

Not long

involved

it

decoyed into the hands
of the slave-catchers, in the city (Zanesvillc) near which he lived, by machho
inations which would have disgraced a fiend, and a deacon of the cliiirch
Avoiild name him unhesitatingly, for ho understood that he gloried in the
practical results.

since a fugitive had been

—

deed

—

felt called

Sliivery.

The

on by tne law

to

do

his

utmost

question was a practical one.

for the fugitive's return

The members

to

of that Conven-

might be called upon to put their principles to the test before night. Mr.
Guthrie related an anecdote of A. K. Marshal of Kentucky, who once sat

tion

behind him

while he was denouncing the Fugitive Law to Mr. EngMarshal was asked if he would helj) a United States official

in a car

lish of Indiana.

to execute the law.

He

replied that ho

would

see

him damned

first.

Rev. Mr. Fee of Kentucky was surprised that the Higher Law need bo
Slaveholders all acted upon an understanding of the
discussed in Ohio.

Higher Law. List Sabbath he had heard a slaveholder preach the Higher
He held up the Bible, and proclaimed to his hearers that
in Kentucky.
The case was illustrated thus A wife was to
that book was above all law.

Law

:

obey her husband under Providence— that is, when he bade her to do right
ami the child the parent, except when commanded to do wrong. "We are
;

He had proto obey God, all human governments to the contrary.
claimed in Kentucky that no law against God's law should be obeyed ; and
the would act with no party which would permit it to exist.
bound

Rev. Mr. Perkins declared that

all

human

laws must derive their power

rejected this theory we were atheists.
could controvert this theory, but a practical difficulty often arose.
cials under tlie Constitution were determined to cany out the law.

from God's laws

;

if

we

Scriptiu'ully commanded to

be iu subjection to government.

Nobody
The offi-

We were
We must thcreloia
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either have the law pronounced iinconslitutional, or change the Constitution,

He

lield that in case of

we had no

disobedience to the hxw,

business to excite,

We

In this way
mii;ht disobey and suffer the penalty.
of the Oberlin Rescuers was of more effect than tlie transactions

rebellion at^ainst

it.

the example
of any convention.

Mr. Giddings followed. He recounted the leading circumslances of the
Aniistad case, and contrasted the nKMciful treatment the Spanish slaves received at the hands oi their i;;norant and pagan negrces, with that of the
fugUive

at Cincinnati,

whom

a

United S'ates

officer

shot

down

before his

And

no one in the city had the greatness of soul to attempt to rescue
She was torn from the body of her husband and consigned to
the survivor.
wife.

Slavery.
Mr. Perhins said the church had been unfaithful to her duty.
God save us from the
Mr. Giddings exclaimed, Tlie church

church!

!

"What had she ever done
fugitive

walked the

Where was she then? The nnuderer of that
unmolested. The public mind was debauched

?

streets

by the fact. Because men had surrendered
was in existence.

He wanted everybody
them

— no,

to

Kufiin of Carolina,

— aud
know'.edge

who

understand what Slavery vas.

He would

he could not.

Slavery, the

to

.1

Jy.xw

He would

I

ell

only refer them to the charge of Judge

declared that the slave was doomed

to the decisiuu of

Fugitive

to live

higher tribunal, that he had no

loithout

ritjlits.

He wouhl say to the country, that the anti-slavery Cliristians have declared
only what had been declared by every jurist and publicist for seventy years.
Mr. Giddings was alluding to the degradation of the pulpit, ou this (queswhen it was proposed to take a recess till afler supper.
Before adjournment, the following Committee was appointed

tion,

to report

a

plan of future operations
Rev. E. H. Fairchild, Rev. W. H. Brewster, Hon. J. S. Carpenter, Jacob
Emrick, Esq., Rev. John G. Fee, Rev. "Wm. Geer, Rev. David Craig, D.-.
Geo. L. Weed, David Sinsabaugh, Esq., and Rev. Joel Thrap.
:

EVEUIKG SESSION.
Convention met at 8 o'clock.
dings concluded his remarks.

mind

Prayer by the Rev. Anson Smythe. Mr. Gid-

He

referred to the degradation of the popular

was the besetting sin of the nation to bow in submission to this power, and its want of manhood to resist its demands. Mr.
Webster declared that it was the duty of the people to submit to the Fugiti\e
befoie Slaver}-.

It

Law, and the people followed
Court that black

The people
rights.

men have no

;

and now

it is

proclaimed by the Supreme

rights that white

are responsible at the bar of

God

man

are bound to respect.
the maintenance of their

for

Neither Mr. Webster nor Bu'/hanan could justify them there.

have seen the senliment of our own State subdued

was preached

Why

that

do we not

it is

our duty to seize

assert equal

men and

manhood with

to Slavery, nntil

return

them

to

it

bondage.

the slave power ?

2

We

now

Slavery
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"

Hands off! Slavery is ours we will maintain it." He said, "Liberty
ue will maiiiutiu it." If we say to our public men. If you degrade
He had
us we will degrade you, tbey will stand up as boldly for freedom.
some ex[)erieiice iu that. The popular mind will always be governed by
says,
is

;

ours,

truth and justice.
l)eople will

and public

If ministers

always sustain them.

tained the rights of the people.

men

will stand

up

for

these, the

The county of Lorain had firmly mainThey had indicted the kidnappers, and if

they had not been voluntarily released, he firmly believed they would now
be in the Ohio Penitentiary. He was charged with going too far when he
declared that he would resist a slave-catcher with force but there is a jDoint
;

beyond which forbearance ceases to be a virtue or Christian duty.
When the question was put to him on the floor of Congress, he had said
that a slave had a right to relieve himself from bondage at whatever cost
and by any means. He had no right to yield himself and his posterity to
Slavery, Christianity forbids.

He would

not needlessly risk

life,

but whenever

he could prevent the return of a fugitive to Slavery, he would at the peril
He was called a fanatic, and admitted it. He had lived to see wonof life.

Ten years ago he v/as the sole reprederful progress in popular sentiment.
Now it had almost got
sentative in Congress of the opposition to Slavery.
the control of the nation.

This Convention would be assailed as abolition

but no one would dare take issue squarely with their resolutions

;

— these were

impregnable.

He

stated that four or five years ago he

he had an appointment to speak.
sentiments would ruin the party.

went

to

Bloomington,

The Whigs begged him

A

to

111.,

where

desist.

His

Democrat, one of their best speakers

to use him up.
He persisted in
attending the meeting, although the Whigs deserted it so that he had to go
on without an organization. His opponent was there. He proposed a joint

and most notorious blackguards, came there

discussion, and that each should answer freely the questions of the other as
This was accepted by his opponent, who came forward.
to his principles.
Mr. Giddings then declared his principles that all men were endowed

—

the purrights, among which were life, liberty, and
He demanded if his opponent admitted that. He refused
suit of happiness.
to answer.
Failing in this, he said he would make one more effort to draw

with certain inalienable

He believed that governments were formed to maintain these
demanded if his opponent conceded that. This, also, ho refused
and
rights,
to answer, and the audience raised such a shout against him, that after Mr.
Giddings was through his opponent devoted his entire effort to quarreling
with them. This would be the case with these resolutions. No man in Ohio
We now have the meaus
.will dare deny their principles before an audience.
him

out.

to bring these doctrines before the popular

The

press

is

open to them, or nearly

mind

in all parts of the

State.

Fifty thousand voters in the State
unsound on these principles.

so.

any man who is
been accused of injuring the RepubUcan Party. He was bound to
no party except as it sustained truth and justice. That party had lost moral

will refuse to vote for

He had

u
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power by

its

course on

tliis

question.

Men

in it

had

"
said,

Catch

tlie

fugitive !"

not asked to interfere with politics, but as Christians we
have no right to deny God's law and man's rights. The idea of separating
If you deny tlie law of Christ,
is heresy, atheism.
politics I'rom religion
"
Whatever ye would that others do to you do ye also unto theui," how can yoa

This Convention

is

God ? Men who can separate their politics from their religion
of one and nothing to brag on of the other. Clergymen are bound

stand before

have

little

to use their influence always for

God's law and man's

right.

been bitterly assailed by the Democratic press because he said that
the kidnappers should have been hanged. He would say that his intervenand
tion saved them and the United States Judge and jurors from hanging

He had

;

standing here to-day, he had doubts whether he had done his duty. Civil war
was waged against four or five hundred men on the Reserve, to carry them

back

to slavery.

Jurors

to indict

and jurors to convict were selected by the
and prescribed verdict. It was nothing

Marshal, so as to insure an indictment

No one can deny
less than a conspiracy against the liberty of the people.
the right of a man to assert his own liberty and use means requisite to obtain
At Oberlin a fugitive armed himself with a club and assaulted the Depit.
uty Marshal who came to seize him. The people rescued the Marshal. They
should not have interfered. He who would enslave men, deserved no mercy.
The fugitives were determined to carry the war into Africa, against the jurors

and judges.

If these trials

had continued, would we have prevented

?

He would stand up in our
State Courts have punished them ?
Courts to prevent the laws of Ohio from being prostituted to such a purpose.
On the Reserve a jury cannot be got to return a verdict against a fugitive for
Would

When

maintaining his liberty.

he was assailed

in the

House on

this point

by Mr. Venable of North Carolina, he said that if he followed his slave to
Ohio and there the slave killed him, he would defend the slave in our Courts.
These ivcre the sentiments of his heart, nor did he believe that those of

•

Washington, the Adamses and Jefferson were different.
He himself desired to take what odium was heaped on

To

were his own, not the Convention's.
only to stand up to their

manhood and

his doctrines
they
maintain their resolutions they had

declare

them

;

firmly.

Men

will assail

and vilify you, but will never deny the principles you are about to put forth.
Mr. Giddings afterwards added some expressions of gratification at the vast
uprising of popular sentiment on this subjfct.
Mr. Brown said

:

There were bat

f(!W in

attendance from the Mi.imi Val-

Assembling from different parts of the Siiiie, tlie\'
ley.
Some had made greater progress. T<> uni e the
views.
tuent in that valley,

it

was requisite

tiiat

the Convciih

l)roiiglit

dillerent

a:iti-.-iavcrv

,n logii'ally,

scnli-

Bilil:c;iliy

lie believed the Fugitive Liw inicoiistiand legally state their resolutions,
tutional, and in the right of forcible resistance when all other means were
exhausted, but was not sati>fied that the time liad ye' com!-, m.d f n- his parr

was not yet prepared for nullification, lie wouKl noc ube}' llii; law, but wlien
he violated it he would suffer the penalty. There was a distinction between

12
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penalty for passive disobedience of wicked laws and forcible reHe desired the Conveution to plant a banner around which all

siiS'ering

sistance.

could

ralh'.

He

referred to the course of the colonies against Great Britain.
They petitioned and remonstrated until these had been found futile
then revolu;

tionizsd--owing

to their

wisdom

in

The law was

strate against Slavery.

we were

this,

here to-day

a wicked one, but

it

to

remon-

was sustained by

and he could not say that it possessed
decisions usually regirded as law
Have all means been tried for its repeal ? He
of the elements of law.
;

none

wanted

to see

monster petitions sent in

were exhausted, then he was ready

When

to Congre.s.s.

these

all

means

for revolution.

Formerly the South excused Slavery as forced upon them. Kow when
they assert it is a Uod-given right, and send ships to Africa for fresh supplies,
When all peaceable means had
it is lime for the church to denounce it.
then ho would be ready

failed,

to resist to

Carpenter of

Summit, said
Judge
The discussion seemed to have
taken upon this

making

pijwer,

question,

regularly

riglufuily resisted ?

made.

riglitliiily

the knife

if

necessary.

:

May
auil

statute,

properly

And, secondly,

How

shall

reached

a

if in

a

point

where

Avas

issue

enacted by a lawconstituted, in
any case be
regularly

any such case resistance may be
case occurs?
He believed

we know when such

a l.iu-niaking power, regularly and properly constituted, might so usurp domight so tr.insceud all lawful human authority, that its subjects

niiii'on

—

m'glit rlglulully refuse obedience to

cnme

tliL'ir

dutv

their

<luty to resist ihi;
to resist,

but to

its

enactments

make open

— nay,

that

of such enactments

execution

;

it

ai;d

might benot only

Sev-

pioclamalion of their resistance.

had been supposed by gentlemen who had preceded him, which he
but he would endeavor to carry the illustration farthiiught were in point
ther, anil spread the principle ujon so broad a surface that men could see it as
eral cases

;

tli"y r.m.

The

question had been forcibly

whether

b.i!a,

his Irien

1

before

put,

him

by our venerable friend from Ashtabe under an}* cbligation to aubmit

wouM

til any stature making him a >lavi', and it seemed
and under.sl.uuling in ilij assembly ruspondeil, No

lingering donljt,
sidtiid

let

it

b' cun.^idjie.l tha

Irumsuch enaciinenf,

abjtilute

it

would

,

if

to
!

him
Bu".

any obligation

that

every heart

there

if

to

was any

obediisure

result because such enacting

re-

power was

and illimitable— because it could rightfully do just what it pleased.
power might do just what it pleased, then it need not

If the lav.'-makin^
stdj)

wiih makiu'^ hirn a slave

—

if

the power was rightfully without

limit,

absolute,
might take away life as well as liberty. If the law-making
in
virtue
of its sheer sovereignty, might lawfully use his body and life
)wer,
ji
as property, in virtue of the same sovereignty it might lawfully take away
The i)ower which, because it
his life and use his dead carcass as jji-nperty.
it

was without the
could

for

limit of any higher law, could lawfully

want of any higher law, take away

his life

make him

and use

property,

his lifeless

body
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—

nay,
property— it miglit troil and cat it, or cat it without broiling
might broil and eat him dead or alive. The power which, because there

as

;

no higher law, can make Slavery lawful, can, because there

make

is

it

is

no higher law,

cannibalism lawful.

Now

suppose any law-making power, ever so regularly and properly conbut unlimited by any constitution in this respect, or by any higher
law, should, in manner and forni ever so regular, enact that the majority
might kill and eat the minority at will, does anybody believe such a statute
stituted,

would le obligatory on the minority ? Has anybody the folly to pretend
that the minority ought, because of any authority in the enactment, to forbear
even the bloodiest resistance ? And if a legislative act of this description
could carry no lawful authority, could a judicial judgment give it any ? If
a body rightfully constituted to make laws could give it no lawful authority,
could a body constituted only to administer laws, give it lawful authority ?
" I
care not," said he, "how final its adfudications may be, it cannot make

law of that which

is

no law

—and no

power can make law of that ^Yhich in

the nature of things cannot be law."

An

which to him, he said, seemed
had been put by other gentlemen in the case of the Fugitive Slave
But another case occurred to him which he thought so plain that it

existing case, as well as supposed ones,

in point,

Law.

even the Fugitive Slave Law. He meant the Kansas-Nemight appear like introducing a political discussion but he
had a right to use it by way of illustration of the principle, and he would
That act declared that the people of a tercarry its use no farther.
had a right to "form and regulate their domestic institutions
ritory

would

illustrate

braska Act.

in

rid

of

;

own

their

slaves;

It

way"

—

lor

the

to

make room

of a

this

prohibition
for

that they had a right to make
Missouri Compromise had to be got
act.
This act then meant, that the

meant
of the
this

of their inherent governmental sovereignhave an absolute unlimited right to say who of their number shall be
slaves and who shall be freemen.
It virtually declared that the
majority
peo})le

territory,

by

force

ty,

might make slaves of the minority,
virtually declares that

if

they saw

the strongest party

— the

fit.

And

not that alone,

it

successful power, whether

mnjority or minority, may make slaves of all the rest.
For, if the people of
a territory start with the assumption that they may determine who of their

number

shall do all the drudgery, and that these drudges shall be property,
they assume this right in virlue of a sovereignty which is absolute and illimitable for want of any higher law.
Let us see then how the scheme operates.
" I
"
that it is absolute despotism— that the doctrine
say," said Mr. Carpenter,

of popular sovereignty as proclaimed in the Kansas-Nebraska Act is that of
unlimited autocracy and nothing shorter simple one-man despotism and
nothing else. For think of it. If the majority make property of the mi-

—

iis no
The minority
longer any part of the government.
deposed from the governing power and set aside as chattels. The majority
then rcoiains the entire government. But that governing number may, tha

nority, that minority

is
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next moment, undergo another just such division into a majority and minority,
and this second minority be set aside as chattels,and the whole government consist

of that majority.

sult

be had

may

And

and so on

;

forthwith a third and like division with a like retill

the last minority shall consist of one, and the

Of these two, on the

last majority of two.

principle that sovereignty is the
the strongest power, the stronger must of course prevail and
be alone the government, the lawful government the government of squatter
sovereignty. It matters not whether this is Douglasism, or whatever ism it
highest, that

may be,

it is

is,

—

the logical and ultimate result of the popular sovereignty of the
Absolute despotism the great principle of popular

—

Kansas-Nebraska Act.

sovereignty without the Higher
"
"
said Mr.

Law

!"

you and I have been taught from our infancy
Carpenter,
sovereignty resides with the people and nowhere else.
But, we
have been taught that no human sovereignty is absolute and illimitable- -that
Sir,"

that

human

men have no right to make laws or constitutions just as they please, in their
own way, unrestrained by any higher law that all lawful human authority is
those inalienable rights which are an
limited by the equal rights of all men
inherent and essential part of every human being."
;

—

But, he said,
thorities

it is

asked

— Who

shall judge

have attained a despotism that

when

the constituted

justifies resistancj ?

There

is

au-

one

infallible rule, of universal application,

by whicli every one may determine
the question. Whenever the government professes the right to absolute
power, unlimited by those equal riglits essential to human nature, that very
profession proclaims open rebellion against the fundamental law of all rightful

not the people, then, whose resistance is rebellion
the government, then, claiming its right in might alone,
the standard of rebellion against the law a law fundamental and

government.

against the law

which

lifts

common

;

It

is

it is

—

government and especially the common law of our
we have always been taught. And it matters not, whether

to all rightful

government, as

this proclamation of rebellion against this

fundamental law

of organizing a government wherein the strongest party

is

made

claims

in

the act

the right,

without limit by any higher law than its own will, "to form and regulate
their domestic institutions in their own way," or whether it is made by a
Congress assuming to act under a constitution, or whether it is made by a
whose adjudications are carried out as final. Whenever this claim o(

court

illimitable

power

common law

is

put in exercise, that act

of all rightful government, and

this is nothing

new.

olutionary Fathers.

is

itself rebellion against

the

be lawfully resisted. Wiiy,
whole question was tried and decided by our Rev-

The
The very

government could he entitled

may

point in their contest was, whether
Dr.
to this illimitable authority.

human
Samuel

"
Taxation no Tyranny," quoted with so much
Johnson, in his pamphlet
self-satisfaction by the attorney for the government in the Cleveland Rescue

denounced the colonists as rebels for assuming that the sovereignty of
Great Britain, constituted in the king and Parliament, could be wrong. And
he asks with an air of triumph, whether a wretched minority in North
Cases,

15
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America were to determine it against a majority and the sovereignty of the
Our fathers replied with the Declaration of Independence, that all
realm
human sovereignty is limited by the equal and inalienable rights of man, and
that the very assumption of sovereignty, without this limit, had made
!

the mother government a rebel against the law. Dr. Johnson stood precisely
upon tlie principle of the Kansas-Nebraska Act, and that act was but the revision of the old claim of Great Britain against her colonies.

Douglas platform, or any other platform, we cannot help

human

—
—

it;

to exercise illimitable

If this is the
it

assumes the

it
power
proclaims resovereignty
and whoever altempts
bellion against the fundamental law of government
the exercise of such power may be rightfully resisted.
At the suggestion of Mr. Fairchild, who made a brief argument to
show that Mr. Brown really went as far as any of Ihem, the resolution was

right of

;

;

Law

did not contain the

in the chair, said that

was the most im-

verbally amended, so as to declare that the Fugitive
essential elements of law.

Mr. Guthrie, Mr. Giddings being
portant resolution.
to him at any lime.

The

He

question of resistance may practically come home
lived where to resist the law was to get shot down.

was simply madness to attempt to resist that law by force. He had not
reached the point where revolution was expedient or a duty. Fifty people
might be shot down in resisting the law in his vicinity, and yet no change
It

effected in public sentiment.

i

When

the Federal officials were chasing the negro Jackson at Zanesville
he remonstrated ; and he was told by one of these, that it was they, the white
niggers, that caused these difficulties,

him

to

help catch the negro.

He

and that they had a right to call on
would be in vain

replied that such a call

;

but he was not prepared to face these men, and be shot down to no purpose.
He believed that victories were sometimes won without resort to the sword.
Prof.

under

Peck inquired
all

if

circumstances.

would help those

whom

any one had maintained that resistance was a duty
He had held that under certain circumstances he
the law made outcasts and deprived of all protection.

He
ces,

did not affirm the right of resistance for himself under all circumstanbut there were circumstances in which he would rescue those whom the

law deprived of

The

all rights,

resolution

adjourned

till

at

whatever

risk.

was adopted unanimously

to-morrow morning, (Aug.

as

amended, and the Convention

11,) at

8 o'clock.

SECOND DAY.
The Convention met this morning at eight o'clock, and was opened by
the reading of a chapter of Scripture, 12ih Romans, by the President, and
prayer by the Rev. A. Pinney of Zanesville.
The discussion of the resolutions was continued.
On the seventh resolution. Prof. Peck remarked

substantially as follows

:

One clause of this resolution emphasizes the duty of Christians to bear testimony ^against slavery hy suitable political action. I wish to say a few words
on this point.
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We, who compose tliis Convention, hold, at least in theory, that it is both
the duty and the privilege of Christians to prove their zeal for freedom and
It is doubtful whether there is one of us
justice by taking pirt in politics.

who

does not repudiate the doctrine that Eeligion goes out of

its

sphere

whea

enters the political arena and who does not think that Religion is to go
wherever human action is called for, and especially wherever action so important in its moral and social beariug as is that in the polilical direction, is

it

required.

And

it is

a

happy thing

adopting what seem

But

for our country that Christians quite generally are

to us right

views on this subject.

theory has not yet beet: suitably resolved into practice in this matter.
altogether rid themselves of the idea that taking part in

Good men do not

politics is derogatory to the Christian profession

character.

Hence they too

Even when

political endeavors.
field,

they stay

who shape

When

at liome,

issues

often

and detrimental

keep aloof from
there

leaving the

is

and

of public affairs to schemers

tlieir ot\'n

interests shall

require.

the Reserve was convulsed, two months since, with fervid indignation

at the Fugitive

Slave Act and

which Christian

a'jolitiomsts hold a preponderating social and,

claim

to Christian

associations

urgent need of their taking the

management

and name candidates as

political

it,

a strongly anti-slaver^' township ia

its fruits,

political influence, was,

when they

will

by the absence of true men from the primary

meeting, represented in the county and, through it in the State, Republican
Convention, by n)en who were far from being real exponents of the views of
their constituents, and whose action in Convention was any thing but just to

the suffering cause of freedom.
erally,

and even we ourselves,

Such a

case reminds us that Christians gen-

may need prompting on

the point to which I

am speaking.
Let rce therefore remind myself and you that the moral power of a truly
is such that whenever and wherever it is ex-

disinterested Christian purpose

cannot but be recognized and felt. "A little leaven leavcnelh tiic
This is not less true of political than it is of any other form
If but a few Christian people will earnestly, wisely and with
of association.
pressed,

it

whole lump."

forgetfulness of self enter a political party and keep their influence activcl}'
bearing on the party, they will seldom fail of having their princijiles regarded
in both the making of the party platform and the nomination of candidates.

This should encourage Christians to feel that they will not labor in vain
they take their proper place on the field of political action.

Tut what should Christians do
they should not seek

office for

only to Christians.

A

to love, by seelcing

office.

put into

I answer, in the

politically ?

themselves nor

if

first iilaco,

insist that, office shall

be given

Christian dishonors himself and the cause he professes

official positions.

Nor should he claim

He

Christians are chosen to office.

mote the name and honor

should be

By

that only Christians shall be
good men who are not

satisfied if

being generous in this regard, he will pro-

of the great cause he loves.

But, passing on, Chiistians should, by meriting

it,

secure for themselves

an
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They should do tlr's by propngatiiig
avowed, and by laboring otherwise for
its extension.
They should do it by being in their places, in the various
meetings of the party, especially in the primary meetings in Avhicli meas-

influential standing in political parties.

such just principles

as the party has

The Christian who thinks that the primary meeting is
not complain if his wishes are oveilooked in the
should
him,
making of platforms and the nomination of candidates. The time for him
ures are initiated.

no place

for

to secure a

hearing,

and

schemers have not yet
him.

to

accomplish something to the purpose,
wires and forestalled public opinion

laid their

i.«.

when

nr^ainst

Then, again, having earned political standing, the Christian should vitriwatch lest the principles he loves be set aside at the behests of policy

lantly

and should continually admonish leaders against

As

selling right for success.

approach predominance, they are apt to think it worth
make sure of purchasing the adhesion of such mercenaries as

political parties

their while to

down

are in the market,

by letting
principle or by sacrificing their representathat
reason
are
sure of the staunch nsen thev have
they
They
already enrolled, and that thej' can quiet any who ma}' be disaffected bv
tive

men.

compromise measures, by proving to them what gain'' the compromise v/ill
Thus has more than one noble part}' been debauched. And the
bring.
victory which is gained in this way is always worse than defeat.
Against such a demoralization of their party. Christians should be watchful.
They shoidd instantly protest against any departure from principle which

And if they speak earnestlv
and decidedly, they will not speak in vain. The setting aside by the last
Republican State Convention of the Judge elected to this oflice by eighty
thousand majority, against whose decision as to the constitutionality of the
either designing or mistaken leaders propose.

Fugitive Slave Act earnest anti-slavery men froni the Reserve set themselves,
proves what can be done in a political jiarty by a isw resolute men who faithfully adhere to principle.

Such, in outline, is the political action which Christians should zealously
and prayerfully maintain, and for which the resolutiou before us calls.
And, surely, there never was a time when such action was more imperaIn our own State, one great party is making
tively called for than it is now.
support of the diabolical Fugitive Slave Act the corner stone of its policy
and the other is in imminent peril of taking a false position on the questions
"
lower-law " elements. The
at issue, in order to get or keep the adhesion of
" is
to
whicb
the
of
freedom
danger
"party
exposed is revealed in the fact
that the party papers areqaite generally quoting without protest Mr. Corwin'a
;

infamous declaration at Xenia, that while the Fugitive Slave Act is law it
and if men will not obey it, they must be punished and

must be obeyed

;

that, for his part, if the

;

law should require

it,

he would help

bnng

the fanatics

loho will insist on disoheying

It is certainly high time for
it, to the hlocJc.
Christians in Ohio to bestir themselves lest the party to which most of them

belong should become inoculated with consent to such doctrines and with a
willingness to follow such, leaders.

s

-
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In national politics, too, we see proofs of a crisis which calls for
outspoken
and immediate action on the part of anti-slavery Christians. Ever}- mail
brings us leading Eepublicaii papers, some of them once radical in their doctrines, tlie columns of which are freighted with arguments going to prove

which they re^^resent must succeed, and that to succeed it must
a mere opposition pcirty, and so lower its p-inciples that even slave-

that the party
rtw.lce itself

holders can join

it.

Have we not yet been
intrusive that

defences against

sufficiently taught that Slavery is so aggressive and
be arrested only by peremptory measures, and that
must be made higher rather than lower ? Against the

will

it
it

threatened breaking

men

slavery

With
there

is

down

of the principles of the party, let Christian anti-

cry out.

this disposition to abate the real principles of the party of
freedom,
a growing inclination to work into its platform new principles, some

of which are gro.ss'y olfensive to Christian philanthropy.
Lately, thousands
of extra copies of a paper (the Gazetto) published in this city, carried to the
lu^publicans of the Nortii-\Vest the proposition to demand the nomination to

the Prci-idency of Gov. Chase, and
Bates,

((jf St.

was, "shoidd have no

and much

as I

to the

Vice Presidency, of

Louis,) on a moderate western platform which, as

Sambo

have labored

in it."
for

For

my own

Edmund

the phrase

part, greatly as

I

esteem

whose name

the distinguished gentleman

Wis made prominent in this connection, I could, on no account, esteem or lafor him longer, if I supposed, as I do not at all suppose,that he would lend
himself to a movement which should explicitly ignore the wrongs of the colNor can Christians too jealously watch against the incorporation
ored race.

bor

into the political creeds to

avowed

for

There

is

which they adhc^e, of anti-humanity doctrines

the sake of success.

then great need, at the present time, of the distinct and practical

And where
recognilion by American Chiistians of the resolution before us.
may a revival of interest in this dontrine better begin than here ? and where

may it better begin than among the Christian yeomanry of the
West ? Among them, conservatism has not crystalized into its

free

Xorth-

usual hard-

The
ness
enterprise still quickens religion as well as art and commerce.
masses of them act and think apart from the dictation of leaders. Among
them therefore, and novv, let us begin a new work. Let us take the field
;

before politicians have matured their plans and inaugurited measures which^

Let Northwestern Christians, assemset in motion, cannot be resisted.
bled in tho great North-Western city this fall, pledge each other and declare
to he country that, while they will not insist upon men, they loill insist upon,
once

I

pciinciples,

and that they will not

act in

any

political associati(m

which either

ignores humanit}' or buys success with compromise.

The

reference in
principal debate took place on a motion to strike out the
The
resolution, to the action of the Zanesville Baptist Church.

the 8th

friends of this

motion argued that the Convention ought

particular in its action,

and that

it

to be general

and not

ought not therefore to particularize the

19
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Those opposed contended that it was an example in the provpresent case.
idence of God which ought to be held up to general imitation.
number spoke in regard to the matter, but these were the points of

A

the

great

discussion.

The amendment was

finally yielded,

passed as originally oifered.

Rev. E. H. Pairchild read the following report

The Committee appointed

to

:

and the resolution

—

propose a ^alan of operations for the future,

respectfully submit the following report

:

We recommend,
1. That this Convention appoint a committee of twelve men, representing
different parts of the State and different denominations of Christians, to be
known as the General State Committee, whose duty it shall be to manage

and promote the interests of the anti-slavery cause as they are represented
by this Convention, for the ensuing year, and until they are discharged by a
similar Convention, to be called by themselves, at the most suitable time and
place next year.
2. That this Committee be recommended to appoint a general agent, richly
imbued with the love of God and man, who shall lecture thiough the Siate

for the

ensuing year, and collect funds

for the

promotion of our cause.

That the General Agent, v.-ith the direction of a sub-committee, to be
appointed by the committee of twelve, be authorized to employ other lecturers, whenever and wherever suitable men can be obtained, as far as the
3.

state of the treasury will permit.
4. That these lecturers provide

themselves with anti-slavery books and
under the direction of the sub-committee, and sell lliem as extensively
as possibly through the State also that they act as agents tor auti-slavery

tracts,

;

papers.

That the Committee and general agent be advised to secure, as far as
and ministers of the State, and of
county committees to be appointed by county Christian ami -shivery Conven5.

possible, the co-operalion of the clinrchrs
tions.

be advised to esfablish, if they shall deem it
6. That the Committee
exi)edient, a Christian anti-slavery paper, as an advocate of our principles and
a means of communica*ion, and that they be required to publish from time
to time, an account of their proceedings.
7. That the Committee be instructed to correspond with prominent friends
of our cause in other States, recommending a system of operations similar to
our own
and also, with reference to a gr.at North-Weslern Christian AntiSlavery Convention to be held late in the autumn.
8. That the surplus funds, beyond what can be profitably employe 1 in
this State, be e.\]3euded in ihe circulation of anti-slaveiy literature ij. tiie
;

Southern States.
9. That we commence a subscription, on the spot, 3=^ a nucleus of a .-.nd
to enable our Committee to prosecute the cause immediately.
10. That we request all the Christian minihters of the State to embrace an
early opportunity to present to their congregations the evil and sin of slavery,
and the duties of the people in regard to it.
:

Therepoitwas adopted.

A Committee of

five, viz:

Kev. E. H. Fairchild, L. L. Rice, E^q., Rev.

W.

H. Brewster, Rev. John Lawrence and Rev, William Perkins, was appointed
to nominate a General State Committee of twelve to superintend the interests
of the cause throughout the State during the eusuingyear.

'M
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Prof. Peck,

following,

from

tlie

Committee appointed

which was imauimously adopted

lb the Christian

Freedom and

Men mid Women

:

to prepare

—

an address, read

tlio

of Ohio, interested in the advancement of

the extinguishment of Slavery

:

hardly be necessary to call your attention to the pressing occasion
for a renewal of anti-slavery zeal and eifort on the
part of the earnest ChrisIt can

tian people of our land.

We

need

to revive our

own

sense of the intense wickedness of the system

of oppression which prevails, ar.d to arouse ourselves to do
produce a conviction of its wickedness in others.

By

what we can

to

a sort of general consent, the discussion of the duties and interests in-

volved in the existence and aggressions of Slavery has, these mary years
to the arena of politics
and while it has become thus
past, been transferred
;

a potent element, causing the downfall

and

of politicians and political

rise

and of governments, there
has not seemed to be a corresponding accumulation of moral power brought
to bear upon the vulnerable points of this system of wickedness.
Nay, Slaparties

and controlling the action of

legislatures

very has seemed to gather strength and courage and boldness in the conflict,
because the attack has been made upon its best fortified positions, and attention has been diverted to a great extent from

been glad

to take shelter in

such defenses

weaker

its

as the

side.

*'

Compromises

Slavery has
of the Con-

"acknowledged rights of property," the "common inheritance in the territories," the claims of "law and order," and has acquired
self-respect and presented a show of propriety in the stand it has made.
On the other hand, the friends of freedom, consenting to this arbitrament
btitution," the

of the controversy,

Aveapons,

and have

their position

—

have reserved their most
sacrificed

reliable forces, their irresistible

or forborne to use

or, distrusting this

together retired from the conflict

many

of the advantages

of

method of conducting the work, have aland are waiting a more auspicious oppor-

tunity.

We

do not regret that Slavery has become the rallying point of all tho
forces in the land, nor do we propose any attempt to divert the pubSuch a result was inevitable in
lic interest irom this form of the conllict.
the nature of the case, and we accept it as an indication of Providence,
political

showing where our work lies, and summoning us to its accomplishment. It
a token of good to truth and to humanity, that questions of such vast

is

magnitude, involving

and

religion, are

mere pecuniary

all

forced
jM'ofit

that

is

dear to

upon the

and

loss,

men

—

all

the interests of morality
and that questions of

public attention

;

and of temporary expediency, are thrown

It affords a rare opportunity to impress the public mind
with the great principles of righteousness; to bring out and set forth the
higher obligations and interests of life, and to lift up a standard against inrushing iniquity. Such opportuniues are not often afforded to a people.

into the background.

They are the pivots upon which the destinies of nations turn. Undcistood
and improved, they mark the times of God's visitations to establish a people

SI
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in virtue, and to lead

them on

Even

to a higher prosperity.

political strife,

and the triumph of party
But
if
that
of
is the triumph
people in their blindness and
principle.
worldliness fail to apprehend the time, the loss can never be retrieved. This
under such circumstances, becomes a moral

or that party

name may be

conflict,

in the ascendant, but the glory

is

departed

God

;

has passed them by.

At
and

this present

hour a great responsibility

regard his law, to see to

that the conflict

rests

which

upon men who
is

fear

God

shall not fail

waging
from lack of the moral element, and that God shall not be compelled to frown
upon it because it does not honor Him. Christian men must claim and exercise the right to bring all these questions, supposed by some to be excluit

sively political, to the test of morality

and

religion.

They must

bring

them

which cannot be neglected without
They must claim for the pulpit and

to the consciences of the people as matters

involving infidelity to God and man.
the religious press the right to speak out in clear utterances upon the great
sin and shame of our land, and must see to it that this right is accorded
this duty is not neglected.
They must make it a burden of prayer,
social and public, that the nation may be recovered to rightdomestic,
private,
eousness and that tho oppressed may be caused to go free. May the day for-

and that

ever pass when worldly men have occasion to compliment their minister
because never in hymn, or prayer, or sermon has he disturbed their equathat have no
nimity by a refereuce to the poor that cry, the needy, and them

and when attendants upon prayer meetings are shocked, as if a
tonic had been broached, because supplication is made that God's
political
law may triumph over wickedness framed into law by men.
helper,

The curse of our land is a grievous one, founded on self-interest and confirmed by centuries of existence and toleration. It has come to be regarded
as an established element in our civilization
gloried in by its advocates and

—

endorsed by

It

its

can never be removed until the heart of the

opponents.
to its very depth with a sense of the sin and the disgrace ;
people shall be stirred
until it shall become a matter of earnest and anxious thought in the family,
the school and the church. If the mercy of a peaceful deliverance from this

wrong remains to us, it must come through such a channel.
There are many evidences that the present interest in the cause of freedom

great

must be

vitalized

by

a higher

morality— by the

spirit of Christianity itself,

before any satisfactory result or substantial progress can be anticipated.
1.

The Atheism

—no other name expresses —which prevails on
it

the ques"

supremacy of GocVs law over human enactments, indicates a blindIf madness be the inevitable preness scarcely removed from infatuation.
cursor of destruction, then have we not reason to apprehend that God's mercy

Hon of

is

the

already withdrawn from the people ?

vails

on this subject

is

startling,

"t^ot

The

extent to which delusion pre-

merely the unscrupulous politician

—

not merely the interested
willing to secure his ends by any means
whose pay depends upon his servility, but men long honored for their
wisdom and their virtues men looked up to as judges ia the land, do nofc

who

is

official

—
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hesitate to urge the obligation to

obey a wicked enactment

as

long as legisla-

tures and courts choose to call it law.
They gloss the precept of God's
"
"
unought to obey God rather than men," with the limitation,
word,

We

less

men

choose to put the expression of their will into the form of law;"
is still more alarming, the mass of the
people seem bewildered on

and, what

the subject, and hesitate which to choose, Jehovah or Baal,

Wc

would

fain

hope tLat much of this delusion is an ignorance which does not betoken
wickedness but if there be a point where the distinction fails between ig;

Eorance and

sin, it

There seems

must be here.

be a perversion of the bsst sentiments of a law-abiding
people.
Injustice is i^erpetrated and abetted and excused upon the ground
that the laws must be respected and maintained.
Marshals and bailiirs arrest
to

the fugitive from oppression, and apologize for the loathsome work upou the
ground that they are executing the law commissioners and judges ramand
the victim to his oppressor, and call thembelves the ministers of law juries,
;

;

irapannelled as a safe-guard of personal liberty and the rights of man, adjudge
him a criminal whose heart has been moved with sympathy for the bleeding

bondman, because the law and

their oath require it
the people, indignant,
perhaps, but submissive, open their prisons to their God-fearing neighbor because he must suffer the penalty of the law and last of all, the habeas corpus, the time-honored guardian of the right, looks unmoved upon the wrong,
;

;

becouse such, from the days of Ihe fathers, has been the order of the courts.
The giant outrage at every step blasphemes the sacred names of Justice and

When

Order and Law.

and cease

to cherish

nantly departed ?

own ends

v.'ill

men

learn that law has a soul as well as a bodv,

and reverence the putrid form when the spirit has indigTyranny can devise no machinery so subservient to its

forms of law. It is perhaps the only sensupport in an intelligent and well ordered
There is unspeakable danger as well as wickedness in thus pervertpeople.
For a time it may serve
ing and abusing the wholesome instincts of men.
in the end it will occasion a terrible recoil, crushing
the purposes of tyranny
as this idolatry of the

timent which

it

can rally to

its

;

the very framework of law and government.
and permanently be thus cheated and wronged.

Another form of

nature cannot safely

this delusion is the impression that judges,

and magistrates

and execu-

are only a part of the machinery of government,
that they make good
individual responsibility for their official acts

tive officers

with no

Human

their ofiicial oath,

—

which recognizes God

as over

all,

when they have

sub-

jected their consciences to human enactments and trampled under foot the
law of God, upon the plea of sustaining the laws of men. The great patent
fact is denied, that God holds all his moral creatures subjects of his govern-

ment

and accounts as treason against himThere is no such
requirements.
exemption from individual responsibility for official acts. Theaddication of
to the extent of their entire activity,

self this

pretended allegiance

individual

manhood

to

to

human

become the instruments of government is not perThe deeds they do as executors of in-

mitted to any of God's creatures.
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famous enactments must come back with damning guilt upon their individual
"
souls
when he maketh inquisition for blood he will remember them."
;

—

For this infatuation there is one remedy, sure and safe an appeal from
man's appointments to God's supreme law. Men have consciences and they
will not fail to recognize the validity of such an
appeal when clearly and
made.

fearlessly

try, to rally at

The

Christians of the land

owe

it

to

God and

to their

coun-

once to these foundations which are threatened with removal.

Religious teachers and ministers of God's word, the consiituted exponents of
his counsels, may if they will, bring back the people to sound reason, and displace ihis idolatry of forms with reverence for God and wholesome regard for
human law. Thus only can tyranny be supplanted and a government ordained

God be established.
The prevalent tendency

of

2.

— the

to overlook the

claims of the

them-

oppressed

and wickedness of slavery, and to limit public concern to
the rights and requirements of free
questions of interest to the dominant race
labor, is an indication of heartlessness in this work which gives no promise

selves

injustice

—

of good.

It is the sin of

which

corrupting the

is

slavery which threatens the welfare of our country,
life blood of society, and provoking the wrath of

Heaven. An ill-adjusted system of labor, an unnecessary burden of taxation,
an unequal diitributionof the advantages of government all the natural evils
but the debasement
resulting from slavery, we could tolerate and sustain

—

;

of the public conscience, the corruption of the public morals, the Nemesis
this burden
sleepless vigilance a nation of oppressors
we cannot endure. One only path of safety opens to us that of " doing

—

which pursues with

—

This work is
justly and loving mercy and walking humbly with our God."
scarce begun.
Our politicians are interested to provide free territory for free

men, and
but what

"
white man's party ;"
lay strong platforms, broad enough for a
The great guilt of oppression with its impending
trifling is this ?
to

retribution
to

still

abides

— the

undo the heavy burdens,

yoke,"

still

which

semblance of repentance
3.

is

work

"

to loose the

for

go

do not wish

prevails

for the Christian

;

but

free,

to

how

undervalue the political
of it has even the

little

wrong doing and of

men

bands of wickedness,
and to break every

zeal for righteousness ?

of the land.

Closely allied to this indifference to the claims of

the cold-hearted

and

both bond and free
that

We

remains undone.

anti-slavery interest

Here

great duty

to let the oppressed

men

repelling prejudice ivhicJi exists against

—a

hate those

the oppressed,

is

the colored race,

standing illustration of the truth discovered of old,

whom

they have injured.

scarce a tendency in our political movements to abate this cruel
or
to correct the wrongs which spring from it.
Black laws defile
sentiment,

There

is

the statute books of our own and other free States, excluding the colored
race from the polls, from the public schools and from other priveleges of
citizens : and no political party has the courage to demand that the barbar-

ism

shall be

expunged.

But why speak of

plague-spot mars even our "feasts of charity,"

political

parties,

when

— when chm'ches, and

this

altars,
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and public and private charities are stained with the defilement ? Let us
remove this beam from our own eye, that we may see clearly to extract the
mote from our brother's eye. We deny the false science which assigns a diversity of origins to the

human

race

— shall we take to

recognize that God hath
to dwell on all the face of the earth ?

which

fails to

Need we speak

made

our hearts a religion

men

of one blood all nations of

of the slave-trade, which is already lifting its hideous
open presence of the nation ? the veriest monstrosity of wickedIt demands the right to be, as the fit
ness which the sun ever looked upon
4.

form

—

in the

!

offspring of slavery,

that

"mother of abominations," and has not slavery

been sanctioned and sanctified by two hundred years of legislation ? Where
Where even the heavenis the moral force to gra]p]ole with the demon ?
stones to meet this monster " that
appointed strix^ling, with his few smooth
defies the armies of the living

"

remonstrance,

Why

God

Here and there

?"

do ye so wickedly

;"

but there

is

raised the feeble

needed the concenwith a breath. The

is

trated moral indignation of the people to blast it
revival of the slave-trade is little less than a settled fact.

The public mind
daily becoming accustomed to the idea, and the prospect is that soon the
South and the Xorth will become alike involved in the practice, the profits

is

and the shame of

"

this last invention of oppression.

Shall not

God

visit

Shall not his soul be avenged on such a nation as this ?"
5. In the very presence of these great wrongs, there is pressing danger in

for these things ?

the disposition to narrow the basis of the anti-slavery party to a few princiof general policy, leaving almost untouched the vital questions of freeples

—

dom and

danger that the aims of the people will become as narrow
slavery
and soulless as the platforms of the party danger that even these few prin-

—

surrendered to the
ciples will at length be

which

shall

sacrifice

ing in the unmeaning

demand

for a

"more

liberal basis,"

strength of principle to strength of numbers, result"
"
triumph of an opposition
danger that candidates

—

be sought, not among those who have positive convictions
for
and a corresponding practice, those who have been tried and found faithful,
but from men of uncertain position and unknown principles men who will
office will

—

prove a broken reed in the day of

trial, to

those

who

trust in them.

To preserve the small remnant of vitality which now exists in the antislavery party, there is an absolute need of a higher demand in the people
a fuller conviction of the wrongfulness
greater earnestness of aim and effort

—

—

—

of slavery deeper sympathy with the slave, and a determination that never
wavers, that the monstrous wrong shall cease. What power but that of
Christian benevolence

and zeal

shall breathe this spirit abroad

upon the

people ?

In conclusion, let us say, that we counsel no fanaticism, religious or

We do not
The

name
which we commend is

expect to cast out devils in the

Christian zeal and effort

to fanaticism.

Bitter

and malignant zeal springs up

wrongs unrebuked by those whose obvious duty

it

political.

of the prince of devils.

the only proper antidote
in the presence of great
is

to

rebuke them

—

re-
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gardeil wilh indiftereiico

by

tion's sin

and shame

tliose

We

anxiety to Jibate them.

the

in

whose

souls slioulil kindle

with intense

only ask you, Christian friends, to look our na-

I'aee

—

to

let

it

n-st

witli

solonm

wei.iilii

upon

your conscience and your heart, and prompt you to such elFort and trtnpered
And whatever the result, you
zeal as the kindliest charity shall approve.

and if "judgment must
acquit ycuuselves of your respunsibilt)
"
tlio^e who
begin at the house of God," you shall at least be spared among
in
dune
the
land."
are
that
eigh and cry ("or all the abominations
shall thus

The

;

ibllewing persons were appointed a Committee to superintend iIk puband distribution of the proceedings in pamphlet form, vi;:: V.

M

lication

Gangewer, Chairman, L. L. Rice and Dr. J. H. Coulter.
The Committee to nominate a General State Coinmittee of twelve, royorted
the following names as said Committee, which report was adojited, viz:
Rev. D. K. Flickinger, Dayton M. B. Bateham, Esq., Columbus R( v. J. T.
;

;

McCready, Cadiz Rev, George Gordon, Iberia Rev. S. D. Bates, Minion 5
Rev. ^\ it. H,
Rev. E. n. Fairchild, Oberliu H. B. Spelman, Cleveland
;

;

;

;

W.

B. Watkius, Cambridge; Rev, D. A. Riaidall,
Columbus; Rev. Jthn Boggs, Cincinnati Rev. John Rankin, Ripley. The
name of the President of iLe Convention, A. A. Guthrie, was added to the

Brewster, Cleveland; Rev.

;

Committee.

On motion of Prof. Peck, the thanks of the Convention were tendered to
the citizens of Columbus for the hospitality extended to its members, and to
the Congregational Church for the use of their house.
As the time
following

:

—

of adjournment drew near, the Convention rose and sung the

" Praise God from
,

Praise

Him

all

whom all blessings flow,
creatures here bi'o\v,

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost."

John Keep of Oberlin, the Conventioa adji)urued

After prayer by Rev.
81716 die.

H. B. Spelmak,
.

B.

W ATKINS,

1

q

.

f

A. A. Guthrie, President.

,•

I

Immediately after the adjournment of the Convention, the General State
Committee held a meeting and appointed the following persons an Executive
Committee Rev. E. H. Fairchild, Oberlin Rev. W. H. Brewster, Cleveland;
H. B. Spelman, Cleveland; ]\L B. Batehan, Columbus; and Rev. D. A.

—

;

Randall, Columbus.

The Executive Committee
had a meeting and appointed
H. B> Spelman of Cleveland,
wish to correspond with them

of the General State Committee

subsequently
Rev. E. H. Fairchild of Oberlin, Chairman, and
Secretary and Treasurer. Persons who may

can address them accordingly.

During the discussion of the fourth resolution, Prof. Peck offered so?ne very
interesting and able remarks, which mot a hearty response from the C'mventiou,

showing

it

to be the

duty of Christians, not only

to disobey, bui

4

under
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Bome circumstances

to resist tlie execution of the

he has had no opportunity

paper reports are very inadequate,

it is

entirely omitted.

many interesting and encouraging

letters received, the following
especially important as containing a succinct account of a siuiilar
enterprise commenced at the East:

Among

is

the

Fugitive Slave Act. But as
and as the news-

to furnish a report of this speech,

deemed

—

To the Christian Anti-Slavery Convention assembled in Columbus, Ohio, on the
10th and Hth of August, 1859.
Forasmuch as the Church Anti-Slavery Society of the United States cannot

be

officially

iu its
represented in your body, I address you, as the Secretary,
call your attention to the principles and plans of the Soci-

behalf, and would

tion

accompanying documents.
has had its
of the inherent sinfulness of slave-holding, and

that

it is

ety, as set forth in the

By them you

will see that the Society

origin in a deep convicin the solemn impression

time for the churches of Christ in our land, of every denomination,
and towering iniquity of the nation
it as the organic

to be arrayed against

"
Word of God may have free
that must be overthrown, iu order that the
course and be glorified," and in order that the nation itself perish not by the

terrible cancer that has already

made such

iuroads upon

its

constitution.

The mission of the Church Anti-Slavery Society is four-fold
First, To
not because
establish the positiveness of the inherent sinfulness of Slavery
its sinfulness is added to or intensified by the qualifying term inherent, but be*
:

—

cause leading divines in our country have asserted the contrary, viz: that
Slavery is not sin, itself, not malum in se, as a reason for not touching the sin
in the church.

Second, To carry into practical operation, as a Christian duty, the principle
of non-communion with slave-holders, and disfellowship thereby with the sin
of slaveholding.
Third, To vindicate the Christian Scriptures from any warrant or allowance
of chattel slavery.

Fourth,

come upon

To
it

deliver our American Christianity from the stigma that has
as a slaveholding Christianity, by the complicity of American

churches with American Slavery.

In furtherance of these objects, the Society has, 1, published and circuits Declaration of Principles and Constitution, and a sketch of the do-

lated

bates upon their adoption in the Convention at Worcester, on the 1st and 2d of
March, 1859, declaring the system of American Slavery and the practice of
slaveholding to be essentially sinful and anti-Christian, and to be dealt with,
by Christian churches and ministers and declaring also
the duty of one family or section of the Christian church to rebuke and re-

therefore, as such,

;

fuse fellowship to another section of the visible church, that denies the rights
of man and the common brotherhood of humanity, by defending Slavery and

holding to its bosom slave-sellers, slave-buyers, and slave-holders.
2. It has published also a circular, addressed to the ministry and churches.
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getting forth the reasons for this movement,
place the Christian church in its true position

and affirming that we would

—that we would not merely ab-

it from all complicity with Slavery, but we would take away its reproach
of remaining silent in the presence of the giant crime of the day.
3. It has offered a premium of $100 for the best tract showing that the

solve

Bible gives no warrant or allowance of chattel slavery to compete for which
than fifty M.S.S. from different parts of the land
prize there have been more
;

,

some of them of great value and ability, and all of them evincing a large
amount of thought given to the relation of the Bible and the church to Slavery.
4. It has adopted a Letter Extraordinary to the churches, intended to be
read on the Lord's Day amid the solemnities of public worship, which will be
widely circulated as soon as the Committee have it in their power to say in

of their agent is pledged by individuals. The
would give a great power to the Society at the outset, if

that letter, that the salary

Committee think

it

they could thus go before the churches with the announcement that, the support of an agency being secured, no part of monies contributed by the benev-

any other purpose, than for the direct uses of the Society in
prosecuting its Christian warfare with Slavery. They are therefore anxious
to secure at once the required amount of $1000, that they may forthwith put
olent will go to

may be lost, when American Slavery
defying the moral sense of mankind, by the re-opening of the execrable
slave-trade, in the great work of arraying the churches of America against it.
Public meetings of the Church Anti-Slavery Society were held and were
their agent into the field, that no time

is

very largely attended, in Boston and
saries in

May

last

;

and

it is

New

York, during the religious anniver-

in contemplation to hold a series of public meet-

ngs at important points in the country during the approaching
winter seasons.

i

These

facts I

utations of the

me now

autumn and

have thought it proper to communicate, in giving you the salChurch Anti-Slavery Society of the United States. And allow

to present for

your adoption, as a body, the following resolution, which,
I should argue and urtre, (if present with

by yonr courteous permission,

you in Convention,) as expressing what I believe to be the sense of the
Church Anti-Slavery Society upon a matter of the very gravest importance
:

Resolved, That in the act of the Baptist Church of Zanesville, Ohio, delib
erately excommunicating one of its members, Ezekiel S. Cox, Deputy U. S.
Marshal, for his part in the capture and rendition to Slavery of a fugitive
from bondage, (who had been for three years a resident of Belmont county,)
because, in the judgment of said church, in acting as a Deputy Marshal of
the United States in this case, he had acted contrary to the spirit and teaching
of our holy religion, and to the express command of God himself, as recorded
in Dent. '23
15, 16, and had participated in the Fugitive Slave Case in a
manner wholly unwarranted by the Holy Scriptures, and by so doing had
grieved his brethren in the church and brought dishonor upon the cause of
in said act of the Zanesville Church we
Christ
recognize and approve a
righteous proceeding; and we see in it, as well as in the Oberlln llejcue Ca:

—

Christianity
flict

which

beginning of that conflict which

is inevitable between
the
i conlegislatures of the land in refere:ice to Slavery
will be happily terminated by the peaceful triumph of Christianity,

ses, the practical

and the

—
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whenever a majority of tbe churches shall deliberately declare, xo communioit
WITH SLAVEHOLDERS AKD NO OBEDlENCi; TO THE FUGITIVE SlAVE LaVT.

As

the representative of a Society called into being to procure the complete
separation of American Christianity from American Slavery, and hoping that
it
may seem good to the people of the West to form a western division of the
Church Anti Slavery Society, at their present Convention, I remain with
Christian cordiality and prayer for the divine blessing upon your delibera-

tions,

Sec. of the

Henry T. Cheeter,
Church Anti-Slavery Society of tbe United States.

Jewett City, Connecticut,

Aug.

5,

1859.

1

j

